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I^is day were published, 

IN ONE VOLUME, 

CRIMINAL TRIALS, 

lLLUfiTaA!lIV£ OF TH£ TAUB ENTI^TUU) ff THE HEART 

OF MID-LOTHIAN." 



*^ A thousand heads, 



A thonsand hands, ten thousand tongues and voices 
Employ'd at once in MV«qa acts of malice ! 
Old men not staid with age, virgins with shame, 
Late wives with loss of husbands, mothers of childrciiy 
Losing all grief in joy of his sad fall, 
Hun quite transported with their crudty V* 
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Hear, Land o* Cakes and britfaer Soo(a» 
Fiae Maidenkirk to Jonny Gnia«f% 
If there*8 a hole in a' vyour coats, 

I rede ye te&t it, 
A €Uel*t amang yoa takin* notes. 

An* Mil he'll pmi it. 

Bvsna, 



IN FOUR VOLUMES. 
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EDINBURGH; 

PBIKTEB FOR ARCHISAXP COKSTABI^E.ANB COMPANY* 
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Mora bfen, dvxo el Cuta, iraedtM, Minor hu4sp€d, mguiM 
Itbros, que loa qmerct ver. Que me place, respondid el, y en^ 
irando, en iu apoiento, McS d^l una maktiUa vieja eerrada 
C9n una cadeniUa, tf abriSndola, hallo en ella ires Uhros grandes 
y uno^ papelet de muy buena letra eicritw de manow-^Don 
Quixote, Part I. Capitulo 39. 

It is miglity well^ sdd the priest ; pray, landlord, bring me 
those books, for I have a mind to see them* With all my 
heart, answered the host; and, going to his chamber, he 
brought out a Utile old doke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character.'^A&Tis'f 
TrandaHon* 
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TO THE ^EST OV PATE0K8| 



A PLEASBD AND IXDULGENT READER^ 



JEDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM 



WISHES HEALTH^ AND INCEBASB^ AND CONTENTMEKT. 



Courteous Readeri 

If ingratitude comprehendeth every 
vice, surely so foul a stain worst of all 
beseemeth him whose life has been de* 
voted to instructing youth in virtue 
and in humane letters. Therefore 
have I chosen^ in this prolegomeui to 

VOL, X. A 






unload my burden of thanks at thy 
feet, for the favour with which thou 
hast kindly entertained the Tales of 
my Landlord. Certes, if thou hast 
chuckled over their facetious and fes- 
tivous descriptions, or hast had thy 
niind fulfilled with pleasure at the 
strange and pleasant turns of fortune 
which they record, verily, I have also 
simpered when I beheld a second story 
with atticks, that has arisen on the 
basis of my small domicile at Gander- 
cleugb, the walls having been afore- 
hand pronounced by Deacon Barro^w 
to be capable of enduring such an ele- 
vation. Nor has it been without de- 
lectation, that I have endued a new 
coat, (snufF-brov^n, and with metal 
buttons), having all nether garments 
corresponding thereto. We do there- 
'fore lie, in respect of each other, un- 
der a reciprocation of benefits, where- 
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•of those received by me being the 
iSLOst solids (in respect that a new 
house aiid a new coat are better than 
a new tale and an old song,) it is meet 
that my gratitude should be expressed 
with the louder voice and more pre- 
ponderating vehemence. And how 
should it be so expre9sed ? — Certainly 
not in words only, but in act and deed. 
It is with this sole purpose, and dis- 
claiming all intention of purchasing 
that pendicle or pofle of lanci called 
the Carlinescroft, lying adjacent to my 
.garden, and measuiung seven acres, 
three roods, and four perches, that I 
havp committed to the eyes of those 
who thought well of the former tomes, 
these four additional volumes of the 
Tales of my Landlord. Not the less, 
if Peter Prayfort be minded to sell the 
said pofle, it is at his own choice to 
say so ; ftnd, peradventure, he may 
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meet with a purchaser : unless (gentle 
reader) the pleasing pourtraictures of 
, Peter Pattieson, now given unto thee 
in particular, and unto the public in 
general, shall have lost their favour in 
thine eyes, whereof I am no way dis- 
trustful. And so much confidence do 
I repose in thy continued favour, that 
should thy lawful occasions call thee 
to the to>vn of Gandercleugh, a place 
frequented by most at one time or 
other in their lives, I will enrieh thine 
eyes with a sight of those precious ma- 
nuscripts whence thou hast derived so 
much delectation, thy nose with a snuffy 
from my mull, and thy palate with a 
dram from my bottle of strong waters, 
called by the learned of Gandercleugh, 
the Dominie's dribble of drink. 

It is there, O highly esteemed and be- 
loved reader, thou wilt be able to bear 
testimony, through the medium of 



thine own senses, against the children 
of vanity, who have sought to identify, 
thy friend and servant with I know not 
what inditer of vain fables ; who hath 
cumbered the world with his devices, 
but shrunken from the responsibility 
thereof. Truly, this hath been well 
termed a generation hard of faith ; 
since what can a man do to assert his 
property in a printed tome, saving to 
put his name in the title-page thereof,, 
with his description, or designation aa 
the lawyers term it, and place of abode ? 
, Truly, ,1 would have such sceptics re- 
member how they themselves would 
brook to have their works ascribed to 
others, their names and professions im- 
puted as forgeries, and their very ex- 
istence brought into question; even 
although, peradventure, it may be it 
is of little consequence to any but 
themselves, not only whether they arie 



livmg or dead, but even whether they 
ever lived or no. Yet have my malign- 
ers carried their uncharitable censures 
' yet farther. 

These cavillers have not only doubt-* 
ed mine identity, although thus plain- 
ly proved, but they have impeached 
my veracity and the authenticity of my 
historical narratives ! Truly, lean only 
say in answer, that I have been cautel- 
ous in quoting mine authdrifcies. lt'i« 
true, indeed, that if I had hearkened 
with only one ear, I might have re- 
hearsed my tale with more acceptation 
from those who love to hear but half 
the truth. It is, it may hap, not alto-« 
gether to the discredit of our kindly 
nation of Scotland, that we are apt to 
take an interest, warm, yea partial, int 
the deeds and sentiments of our fore** 
fathers. He whom his adversaries de^ 
scribe as a perjured prelatist^ is desirous 
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that his predeeessoTS should be held 
moderate in their powers and just in 
their eKecutiou of its privileges, when, 
truly, the uuimpassionejd peruser of 
the Annals of these times shall deem 
them sanguinary, violent, and tyranni- 
cal. Again, the representatives of the 
suffering non-<^onfotmists desire that 
their ancestors, the Cameronians, shall 
be represented not simply as honest 
enthusiasts, oppressed for conscience- 
sake, but persons of fine breeding and 
valiant heroes. Truly, the historian can«- 
not gratify these predilections. He 
must needs describe the cavaliers as 
proud and highHspitited, cruel, remforse* 
less, and vindictive ; the suffering par- 
ty as honourably tenacious of their opi- 
nions utider persecuti<!m ; their own 
tempers being, however, sullen, fierce^ 
and rude; their opinions absurd and 
extravagt^t) and their whole course of 
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conduct that of persons whom helle- 
bore would better have soited than pro<» 
secutions uAto death for high-treason. 
Katheless, while such and so prepos- 
terous were the opinions on either 
side, there were, it cannot be doubted, 
men of virtue and worth on both» to 
entitle either party to claim merit from 
its martyrs. It has been demanded of 

' me, Jedediah Clei^hbotham, by what 
right I am entitled to constitute myself 

* an impartial judge of their descrepan- 
cies of opinions, seeing (as it is stated) 
that I must necessarily have descended 
from one or other of the contending 
parties, and be, of course, wedded for 
beMer or for worse, according to the 
reasonable practice of Scptland, to its 

. dogmata or opinions,^ and. bound, as it 
were, by the tie matrimdnibl, or, to 
speak without metaphor, ex jure san^ 
guinisy to maintain them in preference 
to all others. 



But, nothing denying the rationality 
of the rule, which calls, on all now li- 
ving to rule their political and religious 
opinions by those of their great-grand.: 
fathers, and inevitable as seems the 
one or the other horn of the dilemma 
betwixt which my adversaries conceive 
they have pinned me to the wall, I yet 
spy some means of refuge, and claim a 
privilege to write and speak of both 
parties with impartiality. For, O ye. 
powers of logic ! when the prelatists 
and presbyterians of old times went 
together by the ears in this unlucky 
country, my ancestor (venerated be his 
memory !) was one of the people called 
Quakers, and suffered severe handling 
from either side, even to the extenua^ 
tion of bis purse and the incarceration, 
of his person. 

Graving thy pardon, gentle Readier,, 
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for these few words concerning me and 
mine^ I rest, as above expressed^ thy 
sur6 and obligated friend, 

Gakdercleuch^ *> 
this 1st of Aprils 18ia 5 



THE 

HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN, 
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HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN. 



CHAPTER I. 



Being Introductory. 



So^ down thy hiD^ romantic Asbbounij glides . 
The Derby dilly^ carrying six insides. 

jThs times have changed in nothing mote 
(we follow as we were wont the manuscript 
of Peter Pattiesoni^). than ia the rapid con- 
veyance of intelligence and communication 
betwixt one part of Scotland and another. 
It is not above twenty or thirty years, ac- 
cording to the evidence of many creditable 
^witnesses now alive^ since a little miserable 
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horse- cart, performing with difficulty a jour- 
ney of thirty milesperdiemf carried our mails 
from the capital of Scotland to its extremi- 
ty. Nor was Scotland much more deficient 
in these accommodations, thin our richer 
sister had been about eighty years before. 
Fielding, in his Tom Jones, and Farquhar, 
in a little farce called the Stage-Coach^ 
have ridiculed the slowness of these vein* 
cles of public accommodation. According 
to the latter authority, the highest bribe 
could only induce the coachman to pro- 
mise to anticipate by half -an hour the 
usual time of his arrival at the Bull and 
Mouth* 

But in both countries these ancient, slow, 
and sure mo^es of conveyance are now 
alike unknown; mail-coach races against 
inaiUcoach, and high^flyer against high- 
flyer, through the most remote districts of 
Britain. And in our village alone, three 
post-coaches, and four coaches with men 
armed, and in scarlet cassocks, thunder 
through the streets each day, and rival in 
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brilliancy and noise thie invention of the 
celebrated tyrant, 

Demens, qiti ninAoi et nm imkahikjulmen, 
JEre et oomipedum jmUu, simularat, equonm. 

Now and then, to complete the resem* 
blance, and to correct the presumption of 
the venturous charioteers, it does happen 
that the career of these dashing rivals of Sal* 
inoneus meets with as undesirable and vio- 
lent a termination as that of their proto- 
type. It is upon such occasions that the 
Insides and Outsides, , to use the appro- 
priate vehicular phrases, have reason to 
rue th^ exchange of the «low and safe mo- 
tion of the ancient Fly •coaches, which, 
compared with the chariots of Mr Palmef, 
so ill deserve the name. The ancient ve- 
hicle used to settle quietly down, like a 
ship scuttled and left to sink by the gra- 
dual influx of the waters, while the modern 
is smashed to pieces with the velocity of 
the same vessel huried against breakers, or 
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lather with the fury of a bomb bursting at 
the conclusion of its career through the 
air. The late ingenious Mr Pennant, whose 
hunrour it was to set his face in stern op- 
position to these speedy. eon\^eya«ces, bad 

collected, I have heard, a formidable list 

• « 

of such casualties, which, joined to the im- 
position of innkeepers, whose charges the 
passenger has no time tp dispute ; the sau*^ 
ciness of the coachman, and the uncon- 
trouled and despotic authority of the ty- 
rant called the Guard, held forth a picture 
of horror, to which murder, theft,, fraud,, 
and peculation lent all their dark colour- 
ing.- But that which gratifies the impa- 
tience of the human disposition will be 
practised in the teeth of danger, and in de- 
fiance of admonition ^ and, in despite of 
the Cambrian Anfiquai:y» Mail«coaches not 
only roU their thunders round the base of 
Penmen-Maur and Cader-Edris, but 

Frighted Skiddaw hears afar 
Th'^ rattling of the unscythed car*. 
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And perhaps the echoes of Ben-Nevis may 
soon be awsJcened by the bugle, not of a 
warlike chieftain, but of the guard of a 
mail-coach. 

It was a fine summer day, and our litde 
school had obtained a half holiday by the 
intercession of a good-humoured visitor.* 
I expected by the coach a new number of 
an interesting periodical publication, and 
walked forward on the highway to meet i^ 
with the impatience which Cowper has de* 
scribed as actuating the resident *in the 
country when longing for intelligence freia 
the mart of news : 



<' The grand debate. 



The popular liarangue,— the tart reply,— 
The logic, and the wisdom, and the wit, . 
A,nd the loud laugh,— >! long to know them all ;*«* 
X burn to set the Imprisoned wranglers fre^. 
And give them voice and utterance ^ain^*' 

It was with such feelings that I eyed the 



* His Honour Gilbert Goslinn of Gandercleugh ; for 
I love to be precise in matters of importance.-^. C« 
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approach 6f the new cOaob, lately establish- 
ed on our road, and known by the name 
of the. Somerset, which, to say truths pos- 
sesses some interest for me, even when it 
conveys no such important information* 
The distant tremulous sound of its wheels 
was heard just as I gained the summit of 
the gentle ascent, called the Goelin-brae^ 
from which you command an extensive view 
down the valley of the river Gander. The 
public road, which c6mes up the side of that 
stream^ and cross^ it at a bridge nboDt a 
quarter of a mile from the place where I 
was standing, runs partily through enclo^ 
sures and plantations, and partly through 
open pasture land. It is a childish amuse* 
ment perhaps,:— but my life has been spent 
with children, and why should not my plea* 
sures be like theirs ? — childish as it is then, 
I must own I have had great pleasure in 
watching the approach of the carriage, 
where the openings of the road permit it to 
be seen. The gay glancing of the equi- 
page, its diminished and toy-like appear* 
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ance at a distance, contra^ed with the 
rapidity of its motion, its appearance and 
disappearance at intervals, and the pro- 
gressively increasing sounds that announce 
its nearer approach, have all to the idle 
and listless spectator, who has nothing 
more important to attend to, something » 
of awakening interest, The ridicule may 
attach to me, which is flang upon many 
an honest citizen, who watches frimi the 
window Df his villa the passage of the 
stage-colu^h ; but it is a very natural source 
of amnsement notwithstanding, and many 
of those who jc^n in the laqgh ttte perha{>s 
not unused to pfactise it in secret 

On the present occasion, however, fate 
had decreed that I should not enjoy the 
eonsummatioiki of the amusement, by see^ 
ing the coach rattle past me as Z sat o«i the 
turf, and hearing the hoarse grating voice 
of the guard as he skimmed forth for my 
grasp the expected packet^ without the 
carriage checking its course for ata instant* 
I had seen the vehicle thunder down the 
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hill that leads to the bridge with more than 
its usual impetuosity, glittering all the while 
by flashes from a cloudy tabernacle of the 
dust which it had raised^ and leaving a train 
behind it on the road resembling a wjeath 
of summer mist. But it did not appear on 
the top of the nearer bank within the usual 
space of three minutes, which frequent ob« 
setvation had enabled me to ascertain waa 
the medium time for crossing the bridge 
and mounting the ascent. When double 
that space had elapsed, I became alarmed^ 
and walked hastily forward. As I came in 
sight of the bridge, the cause of delay was 
too manifest, for the Somerset had made 
a summerset in good earnest, and over- 
turned so completely, that it was literally 
resting upon the ground, with the roof un« 
dermost, and the four wheels in the ain 
The ^' exertions of the guard and coach- 
man," both of whom were gratefully com- 
memorated in the newspapers, having sue* 
ceeded in disentangling the horses by cut- 
ting the harnessi were now proceeding to 
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extricate the insider by a sort of sikm* 
mary and Csesarean process of delivery, for- 
cing the hinges from one of the doors which 
they could not open otherwise. In this man- 
ner were two disconsolate damsels set at 
liberty from the^womb of the leatherti OM^ 
Teniency. As they immediately began, to 
-settle their clothes, which were a little de- 
ranged, as may be presumed, I conoluded 
they had received no injury, and did not 
venture to obtrude my services at their 
toilette, for which, . I understand, I have 
since been reflected upon by the fair suffer- 
ers. The autsides^ who must have been 
discharged from their elevated situation by 
a shock resembling the springing of a mine^ 
escaped, nevertheless, with the usual allow- 
ance of scratches and bruises, excepting 
three, who, having been pitched into the 
river Gander, were dimly seen contending 
with the tide, like the reliques of ^neas'g 
shipwreck, — 

Rari apparent nanies in gurgjie vasic^ 



tft ^ TAUNT X>r W X AIfrBL9fi1>« 

m 

I applied my poor ede^rtions ^here tibey 
seemed to he most i^eded, and, with the 
Mgistance of one or two c^ the company 
who had escaped unhurt, easily succeeded 
in fidung out two of the unfortunate pas- 
^eiig^s, who were stout active young fd- 
lows } and but tot the preposterous length 
^their gneat^coats, and the equally fashion^ 
able latitude and longitude of their Wel^ 
libgton trowsecs, would have required litde 
assistanee from any one. The third was 
^ckly and efderly, and might have perished 
but for the efforts^ used to preserve him. 

When the two great-coated gentlemen 
had extricated themsdves from the river, 
and shaken their ears like huge water-dogs, 
a violent altercation ensued betwixt them 
and the coachman and guard, concerning 
the cause of their overthrow. 'In the course 
of the squabble, I observed that both my 
new acquaintances belonged to the law, 
and that their professional sharpness was 
like, to prove an overmatch for the surly 
and official tone of the guardians of the 



veliicle. The dispute ended^ in the guard 
assuring the paasengerft that they should 
have seats in a heavy coach which would 
pass that s^ot in less than half an hour^ pro- 
viding it was not full. Chance seemed to fa* 
vour this arrangement, forwhen the expect- 
ed vebiole arrived there were only two places 
occupied in a carriage which professed to 
carry'six. The two ladies who had been dis* 
interr^ out of the fallen vehicle were readi* 
ly admitted, but positive objections were 
stated by those previously in possession to 
the admittance <^ the two lawyers, whose 
wetted garments being much of the nature 
of wellsoftked spunges, there, was every 
reason to believe they would refund a con«> 
siderable part of the water they had coL 
lected,. to the inconvenience of their fellow- 
passengers. On the other hand, the law- 
yers rejected a seat on the roof, > alleging 
that they had only taken that station for 
pleasure for one stage, but were entitled ' 
in all respects to free egress and regress 
from the interior, to which their contract 
positively referred^ After some altcrea* 
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tion, in which something was said upoa 
the edict. Nautie eaupones stabtdarii^ the 
coach went off, leaving the learned gentle* 
men to abide by their action of damages. 
^ They immediately applied to me to guide 
them to the next village and the best inn } 
and from the account I gave thetfi of the 
Wallace-head, declared they were much 
better pleased to stop there than to go for- 
ward upon the terms of that impudent 
licoundrel the guard of the Somerset All 
that they now wanted was a lad to cany 
their travelling bags, who was easily pro- 
cured from an adjoining cottage ; and they 
prepared to walk forward, when they found 
there was another passenger in the same 
deserted situation with themselves. This 
was the elderly and sickly-looking person^ 
who had been precipitated into the river 
along with the two young lawyers. He, it 
seems, had been too modest to push his 
own plea against the coachman when he 
saw that of his betters rejected, and now 
remained behind with a look of timid an- 
xiety, plainly intimating that he was de* 
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ficient in those means of recomipendation 
which are nec^sary passports to the hospi- 
tality of an inn. 

I ventured to call the attention of the 
two dashing young blades, for such they 
seemed, to the desolate condition of their 
fdlow-traveller. They took the hint with 
ready good-nature. 

^ O txue, Mr Dunover," said one of the 
youngsters, ^' you must not remain on the 
pav6 here; you must go add liave some 
dinner with u»— -I^alkit and 1 must have 
a posUchaise to go on, at all events, and 
we will set you down jprfaerever suits you 
best.*' 

The poor man, for such his dress, aa weU 
as his diffidence, bespoke him, made the 
sort of acknowledging bow by which says 
a Scotchman, <« If s too much honour for 
the like c£ me ^'* and followed humbly be-^ 
hind his gay patrons, all three besprinkling 
the dusty road as they walked sdong with 
the moisture of their drenched garments, 
and exhibitiug the sin^lar and somewhat 
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ridiculous appearance of three persons suf- 
fering from the opposite extreme of humidi- 
ty^ while the summer sun was at its height, 
and every thing else around them had the ex- 
pression of heat and drought. The ridicule 
did not escape the young gentlemen them- 
selves, and they had made what might be re- 
ceived as one or two tolerable jests on the 
subject before they had advanced far on 
their peregrination. 

^* We cannot complain, like Cowley/' 
said one of them, << that Gideon's fleece 
remains dry, while all around is moist ; 
this is the reverse o£ the miracle/' 

** Wc ought to be received with gratitude 
in this good town ; we bring a supply. of 
what^they seem to need most/' said Halkit.. 

** And distribute it with unparalleled ge- 
nerosity," replied his companion ; '^ perform- 
]ng:the part of three water-cwts for the be-^ 
nefit of their dusty roads." 

«* We come before them too/' said Hal- 
kit, ** in full professional force—counsel 
and agent" — 

<< And client," said the young advocate, 
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looking behind him. And then added, 
lowering his voice, <' that looks as if he had 
kept such dangerous company too long.** 

It was, indeed, too true, that the humble 
follower of the gay young men had the 
thread-bare appearance of a worn-out liti- 
gant, and I could not but smile at the con«* 
ceit, though anxious to conceal my mirth 
from the object of it. 

When we arrived at the Wallace Inn^ the 
elder of the Edinburgh gentlemen, and 
whom J understood to be a barrister, in- 
sisted that I should remain and take part 
of their dinner ; and their enquiries and 
demands speedily put my landlord^and his 
whole family in motion to produce the 
best cheer which the larder and cellar af. 
forded, and proceed to cook it to the best 
advantage, a science in which our enter- 
tainers seemed to be admirably skilled. In 
other respects, they were livjely young men 
in the hey-day of youth and good spiritSi 
playing the part which is common to the 
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bigfaer classes of the law at Edinburgh, and 
which Dearly resembles that of the young 
templars in the days of Steele and Addison* 
An air of giddy gfiiety mingled with the 
good sense, taste, and information whick 
their conversation e2:faibited ; and it seem« 
ed to be their object to unite the chariac* 
ter of men of fashion and lovers of the po- 
lite arts. A fine gentleman, bred up in 
Uie thorough idleness and mapit;y of pur^ 
suit, which I understand is absolutely ne« 
eessary to the Qb^jTacter in perfection, mi^ 
in all probability b^ive traced a tinge of pro- 
fessiopal pedantiy which marked the barrio 
i$ter in spite of his efforts, and something of 
active bustle in his companion, and would 
certainfy have detected mor^ than a fa- 
shionable mixtuf e of information and ani^ 
mated interest m the language of both. 
But to me, who liad no pretensions te 
be so critical, my companions seemed to 
form a very bsippy mis^ture of good breed* 
nng and libexftl inlQrmationj^ with a diqposi- 
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tion i& IWAy rattle, pun, and jest, amusing 
to a grave man, because it is what he him* 
self can least easily command. 

The thin pale-faced man, whom their 
good nature had brought into their society, 
looked out of place, as well as out of spi- 
rits ^ sate on the edge of his seat, and kept 
the chair at two feet distance from the ta- 
ble ; thus incommoding himself qpnsider- 
ably in conveying the victuals to his mouth, 
as if by way of penince for partaking of 
tbem in the company of his superiors. A 
fthort time after dinner, declining all en* 
treaty to partake of the wine, which circu* 
lated freely round, he informed himself of 
the hour when the chaise had been ordered 
to attend ; and saying, he would be in rea« 
diness, modestly withdrew from the apart^ 
ment 

** Jack,*' said the barrister to his com- 
panion, " I remember that poor fellow's 
face } you spoke more truly than you were 
aware of j he really is onak)f my clients, 
poor man.'* 
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^ Poor man !'* echoed Halkit—*^! sup. 
pose yoii mean he is your one and only 
client." . 

«* That's not my fault, Jack,'* replied the 
other, whose name I discovered was Har* 
die. ** You are to give me all your busi* 
ness, you know ; and if you have none, the 
learned gentleman here knows nothing <:aa 
come of nothing," 

* ^* You seem to have brought something 
to nothing though, in the case of that ho« 
nest man. He looks as if he were just 
about to honour with his residence the 
Heart of Mid-Lothiak." 

** You are mistaken — he is just delivered 
from it<— our friend here looks for an ex- 
planation. Pray, Mr Pattieson^ have you 
been in Edinburgh ?" 

I answered in the affirmati ve. 

<< Then you must have passed, occasion- 
ally at least, though probably not so faith- 
fully as I am doomed to do, through a nar- 
row intricate passage, leading out of the 
north -west comer of the ParlianieQt*square« 
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and passing by a high and antique building, 
with turrets and iron grates. 

Making good the saying odd. 

Near the church and far from God"— 

- » 1 ■ 

Mr Halkit broke in upon his learned 
counsel, to contribute his moiety to the rid- 
dle-~^' Having at the door the sign of the 
Red Man" 

** And being on the whole,** resumed the 
counsellor, interrupting hid friend in his 
turn, ** a sort of place where misfortune is 
happily confounded with guUt, where all 
who are in wish to get out* * 

<< And where none who have the good 
luck to be out wish to get in," added his 
companion* 

^ 1 conceive you, gentlemen," replied I } 
** you mean the prison." 

" The prison," added the young lawyer— 
" You have hit. it~the very reverend Tol- 
booth itself} and let me tell you, you are 
obliged to us for describing it with so much 



32 < . TALES OF UK tANDLOftSw 

modesty and brevity; for ?mth ^vfaater^r am* 
pliiications we might have chosen to deco- 
rate the subject, you lay entirely at our mer- 
cy, since the Fathers Conscript of our city 
have decreed, that the venerable edifice it- 
self shall not remain in existence to confirm 
or to confate us." '- 

f Then the Tolbooth of Edinburgh is 
called the Heart of MidXothian ?*' siud L 

^< So termed and reputecj^ I assuie you*'* 

'< I think," said I, with the bashful diffi- 
dence with which a man lets^sUp a pun m 
presence of his superiors, *< the metropoli- 
tan county may, in that case,. be said to 
have a sad heart." 

<< Right as my glove, Mr Paltieson," add- 
ed JAt Hardie ; << and a close heart, and 
a hard heart — Keep it up. Jack." 

<< And a wicked hearty and a poor heart," 
answered Halkit, doing his be^ 

<< And yet it may be called in some sort 
a strong heart, and a high heart," rejoined 
the advocate. *< You see I can put you 
both out of heart." 
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<< I have played all my hearts,'' said the 
younger gentleman. 

" Then we'll have another lead," answer- 
ed his trompanion.'— *< And as to the old 
and condemned Tolbooth, what pity the 
same honour cannot be done to it as has 
been done to many of its inmates. Why 
should not the Tolbooth have its ^ Last 
Speech, Confession, and Dying Words? 
The old stones would be just as conscious 
of the honour, as many a poor devil who has 
dangled like a tassel at the west end of it, 
while the hawkers were shouting a confes- 
sion the culprit had never heard of.'' 

^< lam afraid," said I, << if I might pre- 
sume to give my opinion, it would be a tale 
of unvaried sorrow and guilt." 

**Not entirely, my friend," said Ifardie j 
^ a prison is a world within itself, and has 
its own business, griefs, and joys peculiar 
to its circle. Its inmates are sometimes 
short-lived, but so are soldiers on service ; 
they are poor relatively to the world with* 
out, but there are degrees of wea^tb and 
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poverty among them, and so some are re- 
latively rich also. They cannot stir abroad, 
but neither can the garrison of a besieged 
fort, or the crew of a ship at sea ; and they 
are not under a dispensation quite so des- 
perate as either, for they may have as much 
food as they have money to buy, and are 
not obliged to work whether they have 
food or not." 

*« But what variety of incident," said I, 
(not without a secret view to my present 
task), *< could possibly be derived from 
such a work as you are pleased to talk of?* 

" Infinite," replied the young advopate. 

•• Whatever of guilt, crime, imposture, folly, 

unheard* of misfortunes, and unlooked-for 

change of fortune, can be found to chequer 

life, my Last Speech of the Tolbooth should 

iUustrate with examples sufficient to gorge 

even the public's all-devouring appetite for 

the wonderful and horrible. The inventor 

of fictitious narratives has to rack his brains 

for means to diversify his tale» and afler all 

can hardly hit upon characters or incidents 

10 
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which have not been used again and again, 
until they are familiar to the eye of the read- 
er, so thatthe developement, enlevement^ the 
desperate wound of which the hero never 
dies, the burning fever from whfch the he- 
roine is sure to recover, become a mere 
matter of course. I join with my honest 
friend Crabbe, and have an unlucky pro- 
pensity to hope when hope' is lost, and to 
rely 4]pon the cork-jacket, which carries the 
heroes of romance safe through all the bit 
lows of affliction." He then declaimed the 
following passage, rather with too much 
than too little emphasis : 



<< Much have I fear'di but am no more afraidt 

When some chaste beauty, by some wretch bethay'd^ 

Is drawn away with such distracted 8peed» 

That she anticipates a dreadful deed. 

Not 80 do Ir-Let solid walls impound 

Th«. captive fair, and dig a moat around ; 

Let there be brazen locks and bars of steely 

And keepers crueli such as never feel ; 

With not a single note the purse suppiyi 

And when die begs^ let men and maids deny ; 
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Be wiodowt tfwe from iriiidi she dares &ei filH 
Andhelpso.distiintt 'tis ia vain to call; 
Still means of freedom will some Powor deviae^ 
And from the baffled ruffian snatch his prized 
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^< The end of uncertainty ,'' he eoncluk 
dedf. << i$ the death of interest, and hence it 
happens that no one now reads novels.'' 

\^ Hear bim, ye goda l^ returned his cam« 
panion. ^^ I assure you, Mr Fattiesoo, you 
will hardly visit this learned gentleman, but 
you. are likely to find the new novel most 
in repute lyingson his table, snugly intrench^ 
ed, however, beneath Stair's Institiites, or 
an open voluoie of Morrison's Decisions*'* 

<< Do I deny it ?" said the hopeful juris- 
consult, ^< or wherefore should I, since it is 
well known these Dalilahs seduce my wisers 
and my betters ? May they not be found 
lurking amidst tiie multiplied memorials of 
our most distinguished counsel, and even 
peeping from under the cushion of a judge's 
arm-chair ? Our seniors at the bar, irithin 
the bar, and even on the b^ncb, read no* 
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Tels, and, if not bdied^ some of them have 
^written noirela into the bargain. I only say, 
•that I read from habit and &om indolence^ 
not irom real interest ; tint, like Ancient 
ViaUA devouring his leek, I read and swear 
till I get to the end of the narrative. But 
not so in the real records of hunm vaga- 
ries— hic^ so in the State*trials, or in the 
Boohs of Adjournal, where every now and 
then you read new pages of the human 
heart, and turns of fortune far beyond 
what the boldest novelist ever attempted 
to produce from the coinage of his brain." 

<< And fi>r such narratives," I asked, 
<< you suppose the History of the Prison of 
Edinburgh might afford appropriate mate*^ 
rials?* 

^< In a degree unusually ample^ my dear 
sir," said Hardie«-«'^< fill your glassy how* 
ever, in the meanwhile^ Was it not for 
many years the place ini which the Scottish 
parliament met.?. Was it not Jam'es's place 
of refuge, when the mob, inflamed by a se« 
ditiQus preacher, broke forth on tiiQi with 
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the cries of '^^ The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon— -bring forth the wicked Haman ?*' 
Since that time how many hearts have throb* 
bed within these walls, as the tolling of the 
neighbouring bell announced to them how 
fast the sands of their life were ebbing j 
how many must have sunk at the sound—* 
how many were supported by stubborn 
pride and dogged resolution— how many 
by the consolation of religion ? Have there 
not beto some, who, looking back on the 
motiveisf of their crimes, were scarce able to 
understand how they should have had such 
temptation as to seduce them from virtue ? 
and have there not, perhaps, been others, 
who, sensible of their innocence, were di- 
vided between indignation at the unde- 
served dooni which they were to undergo, 
consciousness that they had not deserved 
it, and racfking anxiety to discover someway 
in which they might yet vindicate them«« 
selves ? Do you suppose any of these deep, 
powerful, and agitating feelings can be re- 
corded and perused without exciting a cor- 
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responding depth of -deep, powerful, and 
agitating interest ? — ^O ! do but wait till I 
publish the Causes Celebres of Caledonia^ 
and you will find no want of a novel or a 
tragedy for some time to come. The true 
thing will triumph over the brightest in« 
ventions of the most ardent imagination* 
Magna est Veritas et prcevalebit* 

<* I have understood," said I, encouraged 
by the affability of my rattling entertainer^ 
<< that less of this interest must attach to 
Scottish jurbprudence than io that of any 
other country. The general morality of 
our people, their sober and prudent ha^ 
bits*— 

" Secure them,'' said the barrister, '^against 
any great in crease of professional thieves and 
depredators, but not against wild and way* 
ward starts of fancy and passion, producing 
crimes of an extraordinary description, 
which are precisely those to the detail of 
which we listen with thrilling interest. £ng« 
land has been much longer a highly civi- 
Uzed country ; her subjects have been very 
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Strictly amenable tx> laws administered with* 
out fear or favour, a complete division of 
labour has taken place among her subjects, 
and the very thieves and robbers form a; 
distinct class in society, subdivided among 
themselves according to the subject of their 
depredations, and the mode in which they 
carry them on, acting upon regular habits 
and principles, which can be calculated 
and anticipated at Bow-Street, Hatton-Gar« 
den, or the Old- Bailey. Our sister king- 
dom is like a cultivated field,*— *the farmer 
expects that, in spite of all his care^ a cer« 
tain number of weeds will rise with the 
com» and can teU you before hand'their 
names and appearance. But Scotland is 
like one of her own Highland glens, and 
the moralist who reads the records of her^ 
criminal jurisprudence, will find as many 
curious anomalous facts in the history of 
mind, as the botanist will detect rare speci- 
mens among her dingles and cliffs." 

*• And that's all the good you have 
obtained from three perusals of the Com* 



jMHtaries qn • Scotch Criminal Jiirispra« 
d6Qce ?' said his compaBion* ^^ I sufqpose 
the learned author very little thinks that 
the facts which his erudition and acoteness 
have accumulated for the illustration of le* 
gal doetrines, might be so arranged as to 
form ai sprt ^of appendix to the half4x>und 
and slip*shod volumes of the circulating li« 
brary." 

<< rU bet you a pint of claret^"* said the 
elder lawyefi ^tfaat he .will not feel aore at 
the comparison* But as we say at: the bar» 
< I beg I may not be interrupted f I have 
much more to say upon my Scottish coUe^* 
don of CauMS Cdebres. You will please 
recollect the scope and motive given for 
the contriviBnce and execution of many ex^^ 
traordinafy and daring ^rrimes, by the long 
cinl dissentions of SjCotland^-4ij the here* 
ditary jurisdictions, which, until 1748, vest* 
ed the investigation of crimes in judges, ig. 
norant, partial^^or intaested-^-^by the habits 
of the gentry, shut up in their distant and 
solitary mansion-houseSr nursing their re* 
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vengeful passions just to keep their bIo#d 
from stagnating— -not to mention that 
amiable national qualification, called the 
perfervidum ingemum Scdtorunt, ^hich our 
lawyers join in alledging as a reason for the 
severity of some of our enactnients. When 
I come to treat of matters so mysterious, 
deep» and dangerous, as these circumstances 
have given rise to, the blood of each reader 
shall be curdled, and his. epidermis crisped 
into goose skin. — But *st — here comes the 
landlord, with tidings, I suppose, that the 
chaise is ready," 

It was no such thing— the tidings bore, 
that no chaise could be had this evenings 
for Sir Peter Plyem had carried forward my 
landlord's two pair of horses thatmormng 
to the ancient royal borough of Bubbler- 
burgh, to look after his^ interest there. But 
as Bubbleburgh is only one of a set of five 
boroughs which club their shares for a 
member of parliament^ Sir Peter's ad versa* 
ry h^d judiciously watched his departure, 
in order to commence a canvass in the no 
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lesft royal borough of Bitem^ which, as all 
the world knowsi lies at the very termina- 
tion of Sir Peter's avenue, and has been 
held in leading strings by him and bis ances- 
tors for time immemorial. Now Sir Peter 
was thus placed in the situation of an.am« 
bitious monarchi who, after having com* 
roence^ a daring inroad into. his enemies 
territories, is suddenly recalled by an inva* 
sion of his own hereditary dominions. He 
was obliged in consequence to return from 
the half* won borough of Bubbleburgh, to 
look afler the half<-lost borough of Bitem, 
and the two pair of horses which had car* 
ried him that morning to Bubbleburgh, 
were now forcibly detained to transport 
him, his agent, his valet, bis jester, and 
bis hard-»drinker, across the country to Bi- 
tem. The cause of this detention, which to 
me was of as little consequence as it may 
be to^ the reader, was important enough to 
my companions to reconcile them with the 
delay. Like eagles, they smelled the battle 
afar off, ordered a magnum of claret and 
beds at the Wallaccj and entered at full ca< 
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iseer into the Bubbleburgh and BItem polu 
tics, with all the pf obahle *' petitions BXk^ 
complaintsf- to ^hich they were likely to 
give me. 

. la the midst of an anxious, animated, 
iBodf to me, most unintelligible discussioh 
concerning provosts,,bailliesy deacons, wti^ 
c^ boroughs, leets, town-clerks, bnrgeisses 
resident and non-resident, all of a sudden 
the lawyer recollected bimselfi ^* Poor 
Dunover, we must not forget him f and 
the landlord wa» dispatched in quest of the 
pauvre konteux^ with an earnertly civil in« 
vitation to him for the rest of the evening* 
I could not help asking the young gentle- 
men if they knew the history of this poor 
nan, and the counsellor applied himself to 
his poc'ket to recover the memorial or brief 
from which he^had stated his cause. 
V* fle has been a candidate fdr our reme^ 
imm miser Mhy^ said Mr Hardie, <* com- 
monly called a eeadohovtorum. As there 
are divines who have doubted the eternity 
of future punishments, so the Scotch law- 
yers seem to have thought that the crime 



THfi HEART OF UTO^LQVBUXf. 45 

of poverty might be atoned for by some* 
thing short qf perpetual imprisonment* Af- 
ter a month's confinement, you must know, 
he is entitled, on a sufficient statement to 
our supreme court, setting forth the ansount 
of his funds, and the nature of his mis&r^ 
tunes, and surrendering all his effects to 
his creditors, to claim to be discharged from 
prison." 

" I had heard,'* I replied, " of such a 
humane regulation*" 

<< Yes," said Halkit," and the beauty of it 
is, as the foreign fellow said, you may get 
the cesrio when the hanorums are all spent 
"—But what, are you puzzling in your 
pockets t6 seek your only memorial among 
old play bills, letters requesting a meeting 
of the Faculty, rules of the Specuktive So<» 
ciety, syllabus' of lectures-*^all the mis^ 
ceUaueous pontents of a young lawyer's 
pocket, which contains every thing but 
brieves and bank*notes? Can you not state 
a case of eessio without your memorial ? 
Wby it is dpne every Saturday* The events 
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follow each other as regularly as clock * 
work) and one form of condescendence 
might suit every one of them/' 

f* This is very unlike the variety of distress 
whick this gentleman stated to fall under 
the consideration of your judges," said I. 

« True;' replied Halkit j «* but Hardie 
spoke of criminal jurisprudence, and this bu- 
siness is purely civil. I could plead a ce^sio 
myself without the inspiring honours of a 
gown and three-tailed periwig — Listen.--* 
My client was bred a journeyman weavers- 
made some little money — ^took a farm— (for 
conducting a farm, like driving a gig, comes 
by nature)— late severe times— induced ta 
sign bills with a friend, for which he had no 
value — landlord sequestrates— creditors ac- 
cept a composition — pursuer sets up a pub* 
lie-house — ^fails a second time — is incarce- 
rated fi)r a debt of ten pounds, seven shil- 
lings and sixpence— *his debts amount to 
blank — ^his losses to blank — his funds to 
blank — ^leaving a balance of blank in his 
favour. There is no opposition } your lord- 
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ships will please grant commissioa to take 
his oath," 

Hardie now renounced this ineflectnal 
search, in which there was perhaps a little 
affectation, and told us the tale of poor Dun- 
over's distresses, with a tone in which a 
degree of feeling, which he seemed asha- 
med of as unprofessional, mingled with his 
attempts a:t wtf, and did him more honour* 
It was one of those toles which seem to 
argue a sort of ill luck or*fatality attached 
to the hero. A well informed, industrious, 
and blameless, but poor and bashful man, 
had in vain essayed all the usual meauft by 
which others acquire independence^ yet 
had never succeeded beyond the attain- 
ment of bare subsistence. During a brief 
gleam of hope, rather than of actual pros- 
perity, he had added a wife and family to 
his cares, but the dawn was speedily over- 
cast* Every thing retrograded with him 
towards the verge of the miry Slough of 
Despond, which yawns for insolvent debt- 
ors J and after catching at each twig, and 
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experiffencing the protracted agony of fepU 
ing them one by one elude his grasp^ he 
actually sunk into, the tniry pit whence he 
had been extticaled by the professional ex- 
artions* of Hardie. 

<< And, I suppose, now you have dragged 
this poor devil ashore, you will leave him 
half naked on the beach to provide for 
himself ?*' said Halkit. '< Hark yc^-^-and he 
whispered scHnethiog in his ear, of which 
the penetrating arid insinuating words, <^ In* 
terest with my Lord," alone reached mine. 

^ It is pessind essempU/' . said Hardie, 
laughing, ^< to provide for a ruined client $ 
bu^ I was thinking of what you meatioo, 
providing it can be managed*-— But hush I 
here he comes«'' 

The recent relation of the poor man^s 
misfortunes had given him, I was pleased to 
observe, a claim to the attentt<m and re« 
fipect of the young men, who treated him 
with great civility, and gradually engaged 
him in a conversation, which, much to. my 
satisfaction, again turned up on .the Causes 



THE HSilirr OF Mm'-LOTHIAK. 40 

Cd^eft of Scotland. Emboldemed by Che 
kindness with which he was treatedi Mr 
Dunover began to contribute his share to 
the amusement of the evetiing. Jails» like 
odlier places, have their ancient traditions, 
known only to the inhabitants, and handed 
down from one set of the melandioly lod- 
gers to the next who occupy their cells. 
Some of these» which Dunover mentioned^ 
were interestti^, and served to illustrate 
the narratives of remarkable trials, which 
Haniie had at his finger-ends, and whichr 
his companion was also weii skilled in. 
This sort of conversation passed away the 
evening till the early hour when Mr Dun- 
over chose to retire to rest, and I also re- 
treated to take down memorandums of what 
I had learned, in order to add another nar- 
rative to those whidi it had been my chief 
amusement to collect, and to write out in 
detaiL The twoiyoung men ordered a broil* 
ed bone, Madeira negus, and a pack of cards, 
and commenced a ^me at picquet^ 

VOLf J*. c 
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Next morniiTg the travellers left Gan* 
dercleugh. I afterwards learned from the 
papers that both have been since engaged 
in the great political cause of Bubble- 
burgh and Bitem, a summary case, and 
entitled to particular dispatch ; but which, 
it is thought, nevertheless, may outlast 
the duration of the parliament to which 
the contest refers. Mr Halkit, as the * 
newspapers informed me, acts as agent 
or solicitor ; and Mr Hardi^ opened for 
* Sir Peter Plyem with singular ability, and 
to such purpose, that I understand he 
has since had fewer play-bills , and more 
briefs in his pocket. And both the young 
gentlemen deserve their good fortune ; for 
I learned from Dunover, who called on me 
some weeks afterwards, and communicated 
the intelligence with tears in his eyes, that 
their interest had availed to obtain him a 
small office for the decent maintenance of 
his family ; and that, after a train of con* 
.stantand uninterrupted misfortune,he could 
trace a dawn of prosperity to his having the 
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good fortune to be flung from the top of a 
mail-coach into the river Grander, in com* 
pany with an advocate and a writer to the 
signet The reader will not perhaps deem 
himself equally obliged to the accident 
since it brings upon him the following nar- 
rative^ founded upon the conversation of 
the evening. 
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CHAPTER U 

Whoe'er's been at Paris must needs know the Greve, 
The fatal retreat of the unfortunate brave^ 
-Where honour and justice most oddly contribute. 
To ease heroes' pains by an baiter and gibbet* 

There death breaks the shales which force had put on. 
And the hangman completes what the judge but began ; 
There the pquire of the poet« and knight of the post» 
Find their pains no more baulkedi and their hopes no more 
. cross'd* 

PltlOB. 

In former times, England had her Ty- 
burn, to ^hich the devoted victims of jus- 
tice vfere conducted in solemn procession, 
up what is now called Oxford-Road. In 
Edinburgh, a large open street, or rather 
oblong square, surrounded by high houses, 
called the Grassmafket, was used for the 
same melancholy purpose* It was not ill 
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chosen for such a scene, being of consider* 
able extent, and therefore fit to accommo- 
date a great number of spectators, such as 
are usually assembled by this melancholy 
spectacle. On the other hand, few of the 
houses which surround it were, even in early 
times, inhabited by pennons of fashion ; so 
that those likely to be offended or over deep- 
ly aflected by such unpleasant exhibitions^ 
were not in the way of having their quiet 
disturbed by them, llie houses in the 
Grassmarket are, generally speaking, of a 
mean description ; yet the place is not with* 
out some features of grandeur, being over- 
hung by the southern side of the huge rock 
on which the castle stands, and by the moss- 
grown battlements and turretted walls of 
that ancient fortress. 

It was the custom, until within these five- 
and-twenty years, or thereabouts^ to use 
this esplanade for the scene of public execo^ 
tions. The fatal day was announced to the 
public, by the appearance of a huge black 
gallows-tree towards the eastern end of the 
Grassmarket. This ill-omened apparition^ 



54 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

was of great height, with a scaflfold surround* 
ing it, and a double ladder placed against 
it, for the ascent of the unhappy crimi- 
nal and the executioner. As this apparatus 
was always arranged before dawn, it seemed 
as if the gallows had grown out of the earth 
in the course of one night, like the produc- 
tion of some foul demon ; and I well re- 
member the fright with which the school- 
boys, when I was one of their number, used 
to regard these ominous signs of deadly-pre- 
paration. On the night after the execution 
the gallows again disappeared, and was con* 
veyed in silence and darkness to the place 
where it was usually deposited, which was 
one of the vaults under the Parliament* 
house, or courts of justice. This mode of 
execution is now exchanged for one simi- 
lar to that in front of Newgate,— with what 
beneficial effect is uncertain. The mental 
sufferings of the pannel are indeed shorten- 
ed. He no longer walks between the at- 
tendant clergymen, dressed in his graves- 
clothes, through a considerable part of the 
city, looking lik^ a moving and walking 
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corpse^ wl^ile yet an inhabitant of this world ; 
but» as the ultimate purpose of punishment 
has in view the prevention of crimes, it may 
at least be doubted, whether, in abridging 
the melancholy ceremony, we have not in 
part diminished that appalling effect upon 
the spectators which is the useful end of all 

such inflictions, and in consideration of 

« 

which alone, unless in very particular cases, 
capital sentences can be altogether justified. 
Upon the 7th day of September, 1736, 
these ominous preparations for execution 
were descried in the place we have descri. 
bed, and at an early hour the space around 
began to be opcupied by several groupes, 
who gazed on the scaffold and gibbet with 
fi stern and vindictive shew of satisfac« 
tion very seldom testified by the populace, 
whose goodi-nature, in most cases, forgets 
the crime of the condemned person, and 
dwells only on his misery. But the act of 
which the expected culprit had been con- 
victed was of a description calculated near- 
ly and closely to awaken and irritate the re- 
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aentful feelings of the multitude. The tale 
is well known ; yet it is necessary to re- 
capitulate its leading circumstances, for the 
better understanding what is to fbllow ; and 
the narrative may prove long, but I trust 
not uninteresting, even to those who have 
heard its general issue. At any rate, some 
detail is necessary, in order to render in« 
telligible the subsequent events of our nar- 
rative. 

Contraband trade, though it strikes, at 
the root of legitimate government, by en- 
croaching on its revenues,— though it in*, 
jures the Mr trader, and debauches tfa€ 
minds of those engaged with it,^s not 
usually looked upon, either by the vulgar 
or by their betters, in a very heinous pbint 
of view. On the contrary, in those coun- 
ties where it prevails, the cfeverest, bold- 
est, and most intelligent of the peasantry, 
are uniformly engaged in illicit transactions, 
and very often with the sanction of the farm- 
ers and inferior gentry. Smuggling was 
almost universal in Scotland in the reigns 
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of George L and II. ; for the people, ua* 
accostoined to imposts, and regarding them 
as an unjust aggression upon their ancient 
liberties, made no scruple to elude them 
whenever it was possible to do so. 

The county of Fife» bounded by two 
friths on the south and north, and by the 
sea on the east, and having a number of 
small sea*ports, was lang famed for main* 
taining successfully a contraband trade } 
and, as there were many seafaring men re- 
siding there, who had been pirates and 
buccaneers in their yoiith» there were not 
wanting a sufficient number of daring men 
to carry it on. Among these, a fellow, calU 
ed Andrew Wilson, orginaily a baker in the 
village of Pathhead, was particularly ob^ 
noxious to the revenue officers. He was 
possessed of great personal strength, cou^ 
rage, and cunning, — was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the coast, and capable of conducting 
the most desperate enterpiizes. On seve« 
ral occasions he succeeded in b^ffiii^ the 
pursuit and researches of the king's officers i 

ca 
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but he became so much the object of their 
suspicious and watchful attention , that at 
length he was totally ruined by repeated sei« 
zures. The man became desperate. He con* 
sidered himself as robbed and plundered ; 
and took it into his head, that he had a right 
to make reprisals, as he could find opportu* 
nity. Where the heart is prepared for evil» 
opportunity is seldom long wanting. This 
Wilson learned, that the Collector of the 
customs at Kirkaldy had come to Pitten* 
weem, in the course of his official round of 
duty, with a considerable sum of public 
money in his custody. As the amount was 
greatly within the value of the goods which 
had been sei^ from him, he felt no scru- 
ple of conscience in resolving to reimburse 
himself for his losses, at the expence of the 
Collector and the revenue. lie associated 
with himself one Robertson^ and other two 
idle young men, wbom,^ having been con* 
cerned in the same illicit trade» he persua* 
ded to view the transaction in the same 
justifiaUe light in which he himself consi- 
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sidered it. They watched the tdotions of 
the Collector ; they broke forcibly into the 
house where he lodged, — Wilson, with two 
of his associates, entering the Collectoi'a 
apartment, while Robertson, the fourth, 
kept watch at the door with a drawn cutlass 
in his hand* The officer of the customs, 
conceiving his life in danger, escaped out 
of his bed«-room window, and fled in his 
shirt, so- that the plunderers, with much 
ease, possessed themselves of about two 
hundred pounds of public money* This 
robbery was committed in a very auda- 
cious manner, for several persons were 
passing in the street at the time* But Ro- 
bertson, representing the noise they heard 
as a dispute or fray betwixt the Collector 
and the people of the house, the worthy ci- 
tizens of Pittenweem felt themselves no 
way called on to interfere in behalf of the 
obnoxious revenue officer; so, satisfying 
themselves with this very superficial ac- 
count of the matter, like the Levite in the 
parabtei they passed on the opposite side or 
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th^ way. An alarm was at length gtveQ» mi- 
litary were called in, the depredators were 
pursued, the booty recovered, and Wilson 
and Robertson tried and condemned to 
death, chiefly on the evidence of an accon>« 
plice. 

Many thought, that in consideration of 
the men's erroneous opinion of the natiure 
of the action they had committed, justiqe 
might have been satisfied with a less for* 
feiture than that of two lives. On the 
other hand, from the audacity of the fact, 
a severe example was judged necessary, 
and such was the opinion of the govern- 
ment. When it became apparent that the 
sentence of death was to be executed, files 
and other implements necessary for their 
escape» were transmitted secretly to the 
culprits by a friend from without. By 
th^ese means they sawed a bar out of one 
|>f the prison- windows, and might have 
made their escape, but for the. obstinacy of 
Wilson, who, as he was daringly resolute^ 
was doggedly pertinMioos of bis opinion. 
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His comrade, Robertson, a young and Aen^ 
der man, proposed to make the experiment 
of passing the foremost through the gap 
they bad made, and enlarging it from the 
outside» if necessary^ to allowr Wilson free 
passage. Wilson, however, insisted on ma* 
king the first experiment, and being a hk 
bust and lusty man, he not only found it 
impossible to get through betwixt the bart, 
but, by his struggles, he jammed himself 
so fast, that he was unable to draw hia 
body back again. In these circumstance* 
discovery became unavoidable, and suffi- 
cient precautions were taken by the gaol- 
er to prevent any repetition of the same 
attempt. Robertson uttered not a word 
ot reflection on his companion for the con* 
sequences of his obstinacy } but it appeared 
fiom the sequel, that Wilson'^s mind was 
det^ply impressed with the recollection^ 
that, but fur hkn, his comrade, over whose 
mind he exercised considerable influence^ 
would not have engaged in the criminal 
enterprise which had terminatea thus &» 

4 
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tally ; and that now be bad become hk de* 
stroyer a second time, since, but for his ob^ 
stinaey, Robertson might have* effected hid 
escape. Minds like Wilson's, even when ex* 
ercised m evil practices, sometimes retain 
the power of thinking and resolving with 
enthusiastic generosity. His whole mitid 
was now bent on the possibility of saving 
Robertson's life, without the least respect 
to his own. The resolution which he adopts 
ed^ and the manner in which he carried it 
into effect, were striking and unusual. 

Adjacent to the tolbooth or city gaol of 
Edinburgh, is one of three churches into 
which the cathedral of St Giles is now dk 
vided, called, from its vicinity, the Tob 
booth Church. It was the custom, that 
crin^inak under- sentence of death were 
brought to tbis churchy with a sufficient 
guard, to hear and join in public worship 
on the Sabbath before execution. It was 
supposed that the hearts of these unfbrtu^ 
nate persons^ however hardened before 
against feelings of devotion, could not but 
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be accessible to them upon uniting their 
thoughts and voices^ for the last time^ along 
with their fellow-mortals, in addressing their 
Creator. And to the rest of the congrega- 
tion> it was thought it could not but he im« 
pressive and affecting, to find their devo- 
tions mingling with those, who, sent by the 
doom of an earthly tribunal to appear where 
the whole earth is judged, might be const* 
dered as beings trembling on the verge of 
eternity. The practice, however edifying, 
has been discontinued since the incident 
we are about to detail. 

The clergymim, whose duty it was to 
officiate in the Tolhooth Church, had con* 
eluded an affecting discourse, part of which 
was particularly directed to the unfoihto- 
nate men, Wilson and Robertson, who 
were in the pew set apart for the persons 
in their unhappy situation, each secured 
betwixt two soldiera of the city guard* 
The clergyman had reminded them, that 
the next congregation they must join would 
be that of the just,- or of the unjust : that 
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the psalms they now heard mast be ex- 
changed, in the space of two brief days^ 
for eternal hallelujahs, or eternal lainenta- 
tions; and that this fearful alternative 
must depend upon the state to which 
they .might be able to bring their minds 
before the moment of awful preparation^: 
that they should not despair on account of 
the suddenness of the summons^ but rather 
to feel this comfort in their misery, that, 
though all who now lifted the voice, Cfr 
bent the knee in conjunction with them, 
lay under the same sentence of certain 
death, they only had the advantage of 
Icnowing the precise moment at which it 
should be executed upon them. ** There^ 
fere,*" urged the good man, bis voice trem- 
bling with emotion, <^ redeem the time, 
wy unhappy brethren, which is yet left, 
and remember, that, with the grace of 
Him to whom space and time are but as 
nothing, salvation may yet be assured, 
even in the pittance of delay which the 
laws of your countiy afford you.** 
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Robertson was observed to weep at these 
words ; but Wilson seemed as one whose 
brain had not entirely received their mean- 
h^^ or whose thoughts were deeply im« 
pressed with some different subject; — nn 
expression so natural to a person in hb si* 
tuation, that it excited neither suspicion nw 
surprise. 

The benediction was pronounced as usi!^ 
al, and the congregation was' dismissed, 
many lingering to indulge their cufipsity 
with a more fixed look at the two crimi* 
nals, who now, as well as their guards^ rose 
Up, as if to depart when the crowd should 
permit them. A murmur of compassion 
was heard to pervade the spectators, the 
mcM'e general, perhaps, on account of the 
alleviating circumstances of the case; when 
all at once, Wiiscm, who, we have noticed, 
was a very strong man, seized two of the 
soldiers, one with each hand, and calling 
at the same time to his companion, *< Run, 
Geordie, run !" threw himself on a third, 
and fiistened lua teeth ou the collar of his 
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coat. Robertson stood for a second as if 

If 

thunderstruck, and unable to avail himself 
of the opportunity of escape ; but the cry 
of ^* Run, run," being echoed from many 
around, whose feelings surprised them into 
a very natural interest in his behalf, he 
shook off the grasp of the remaining soU 
dier, threw himself aver the pew, mixed 
with the dispersing congregation, none of 
whom felt inclined to stop a poor wretch 
taking this last chance for his life, gained 
the door of the church, and was lost to aH 
pursuit. 

The generous intrepidity which Wilson 
had displayed on this occasion augmented 
the feeling of compassion which attended 
his fate. The public, where their own pre- 
judices are not concerned, are easily en- 
gaged on the side of disinterestedness and 
humanity, admired Wilson's behaviour, and 
rejoiced in Robertson's escape* 'This ge- 
neral feeling was so great, that it excited a 
vague report that Wilson would be tescued 
at the place of execution^ either by* the 
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mob or by some of his old assoqiates, or 
by some second extraordinary and unex* 
pected exertion of strength and courage 
on his own part. The magistrates thought 
it their duty-to provide against the poesibi* 
lity of disturbance. They ordered out, for 
protection of the execution of the sentence, 
the greater part of their own City Guards 
under the command of Captain Forteous, a 
man whose name became too memorable 
from the melancholy circumstances of the 
day and subsequent events. It may be ne* 
cessary to say a word about this person, and 
the corps which he commanded. But the 
subject is of importance sufficient to de^ 
serve another chapter. 



^ TALES 09 MY LAMOLOBO* 



CHAPTER III. 

And thouy great god of aqua-vits ! 
Wha sways the empire of this dty, 
(When/ou we're sometiines capernoity,) 

Be thou prepared* 
To iftTe us^frae that black banditti 

The City Guard ! 

Captain John Pokteous, a name me- 
morable in the traditions of Edinburgh^ at 
well as in the records of criminal jurispru- 
dence, was the son of a citizen of Edin- 
burgh, who endeavoured to breed him up 
to his own mechanical trade. The youth, 
however, had a wild and irreclaimable pro- 
pensity to dissipation, which finally sent 
him to serve in thq corps long maintained 
in the service of the States of Holland, and 
called the Scotch-Dutch. Here he learned 



run uBAXf OF mid-lothian. 69 

military diseifrfine; and^ retuitiing afler« 
wards, in the course of an idle and wan« 
dmng life, to his native city, hia services 
were required by the magistrates of Edin* 
burgh, in the disturbed year 1715, for dis- 
ciptintDg tbdr City Guard, in which he 
sbcMtly afterwards received a captain's com- 
mission^ It was only by his military skill, 
and an alert and resolute character, that 
he merited this* promotion, for he is said to 
have been a man of profligate habits, an 
mmatural son, and a brutal husband. He 
was, however, useful in his station, and his 
liarsh and fierce habits rendered him for- 
midable to rioters or distiirbers of the pub- 
He peace. 

The corps in which be held his command 
is, or perhaps w£ should rather say wm, a 
inxly of about one hundred and twenty s(d- 
diers^ divided into &ree companies, and re- 
gularly armed, clothed, and embodied. It 
was chiefly veterans who enlisted in this 
eorps, having the benefit oF workii^ at their 
trades when tfaey wereoff duty* These men 
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had die charge of preserving public order, 
repressing riots and street robberies, and at- 
tending on all public occasions where con. 
fusion or popular disturbance might be ex- 
pected. Poor Ferguson, whose irregulari* 
ties sometin^es led him into unpleasant ren- 
contres with these military conservators of 
public order, and who mentions them so 
often that he may be termed their poet lau- 
reate, thus admonishes his readera, warned 
doubtless by his own experience : 

^ Oude folk, as ye come frae the fiur, 

Bide yont frae this black squad ; 
t'here's nae sic savages elsewhere 

Allowed to wear codcad/' 

In fact, the soldiers of the City Guards 
being, as we have said, in general discharged 
veterans, who had strength enough remain- 
ing for this municipal duty, and being, 
moreover, in general Highlanders, were' 
neither by birth, education, or former ha- 
bits^ trained to endure with much , pa* 
tience the insults of the rabble^ or 'the 
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provoking petulance of truant schoolbojrs^ 
and idle debauchees of all descriptions^ 
with whom their occupation brought them 
into contact. On the contrary, the tern* 
pers of the poor old fellows were soured 
by the indignities with which the mob dis« 
tinguisfaed them on many occasionsy and 
frequently might have required the sooth- 
ing strains of the poet we have Just quoted*- 

'' O soldiert ! for your aia dear ssk«i» 
For Scotlaad'a love, the Land o' Cakee» 
tjie not her baurns lie deadly paik«i 

Nor be sae rude^ 
Wr firelock or Lochaber axe, 

As ipiU their bliiidr 

On all occasions when holiday licensa 
some riot* and irregularity, a skirmish with 
Uiese veterans was a favourite reci:eatioii 
with the rabble of Edinburgh. * These 
pages may perhaps see the light when 
many have in fresh recollection such on- 
sets as we allude to. But the venerable 
corps^ with whom the contention was held^ 
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|My now be considered as* totally extinct^ 
Of Ute the gradual diminution of these ci« 
yiQ soldierft reminds one of the abatement 
of King Lear's hundred knigbt&t The 
edicts of each succeeding set of magis- 
trates faave> like those of Goneril and 
B^an, diminished this venerable band 
with the similar question, *^ What need we 
five«and-twenty i^-^ten ?~^r five ?" And it 
is now nearly come to, «* What need one ?* 
A spectre may indeed here and there still 
be seen of an old grey-headed and grey- 
bearded Highlander, with war-worn fea- 
tures, but bent double by age ; dressed in 
an old^faabioned cocked-hat, bound with 
white tape instead of silver lace ; and in 
eoat waistcoat and. breeches of a muddy- 
coloured red, bearing in his withered hand 
an aneient weapon^ called a Lochaber-axe, 
a lon^ pole namely, with an axe at the 
extremity and a hook at Uie back of the 
hatchet. Such a phantom of former days 
stiU creeps, 1 have been mformed, round 
the statue of Charies the Second, in the 
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Parliament- Square, as if the image of a 
Stuart were the last refuge for any me- 
morial of our ancient manners ; and one 
or two others are supposed to glide around 
the door of the guard-house assigned to 
them in the Luckenbooths, when their 
ancient refuge in the High-street was laid 
low* But the fate of manuscripts bequeath- 
ed to friends and executors is so uncer- 
tain ^ that the narrative containing these 
frail memorials of the old Town-Guard 
of Edinburgh, who» with their grim and 
valiant corporal, John Dhu, (the fiercest . 
looking fellow I ever saw,) were, in my. 
boyhood, the alternate terror and derision 
of the petulant brood of the High School, ' 
may perhaps only come to light when all 
memory of the institution has faded away, 
and then serve as an illustration of Kay's 
caricatures, who has preserved the features 
of some of their heroes. In the preceding 
generation, when there was a perpetual 
alarm for the plots and activity pf the Ja- 
cobites, some pains was taken by ibbe ma- 
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gistcates, of Edkburgh to kee^p. this coqps^ 
though composed ^Iwaya (^ Bu^b niaterials 
as we have BOJticed, in a wme lefieotive state 
thsm waa afterwards judged necessary, when 
their most dai^erou&service was toskirnikh 
:«ith the rab|;ile on the king's birthday. 
They were, therefore, more the. objects, of 
hatred) and less that of scorn, than they 
were afterwards accounted. 

To Qaptain John Forteous, the honour 
of his command and of his corps seems ta 
have been a matter of high interest and im- 
portauice* Hq was .exceedingly inociised 
against Wilson fbrtiie aifront which h/e con*, 
atrued him to. have put upon; his soldiers, 
ip the effort he made for the liberiition of 
his companion, and e&pressed bimaelf most 
ai*dently on thei subject. He^^ .no kss; 
indignant :at the report, that there was, an 
intention tbb rescue Wilson himse^ from. the> 
gallows, and uttered many threats andim- 
precations upon that subject, which were 
afterward^remembered to hi^ disadvantage. 
In fact, if a good deal of determination and 
promptitude rendered Forteous, in one re* 
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qieet, fit to command guards designed to 
fluppress popular commotion, he seems, on 
tfae other, to have been disqualified for a 
charge so delicate, by a hot and surly tem- 
per, always too ready to come to blows 
and violence j a character void of principle ; 
and a disposition to regard the rabble, who 
seldom failed to regale him and his soldier* 
with some marks of their displeasure, as 
declared enemies, upon whom it was na- 
tural and justifiable that he should seek op- 
portunities qf vengeance. Being, however, 
the most active and trust-worthy among 
the captains of the City Guard, he was 
the person to wjiom the magistrates entrust, 
ed the command of the soldiers appointed 
to keep the peace at the time of Wilson's 
execution. He was ordered to guard the 
gallows and scaffi>ld, with about eighty 
men, all the disposable force that could 1>e 
spared for that duty. 

But the magistrates took farther prbcau- 
tions, which affected. Porteous's pride very 
deeply. ' They requested the assis^fince of 
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part of a regular infantry regiment, not to 
attend upon the execution, but to remain 
drawn up upon the principal .street of the 
cityj during the time that it went forward, 
in order to intimidate the multitude^ ia 
case they should be disposed to be unruly^ 
with a display- of force which could not be 
resisted without desperation. It may sound 
ridiculous in our ears, considering the fallen 
state of this ancient civic Corps, that its of* 
ficer should have felt punctiliously jealous 
of its honour. Yet so it was. Captain For- 
teous resented, as an indignity, the fetching 
the Welsh fusileers within the city, and into 
a street where no drums but his own were al- 
lowed to be struck, without the special com- 
mand or permission of the magistrates. As 
he could not show his ill humour to his pa- 
trons the magistrates, it increased his in- 
dignation and his desire to be revenged on 
the unfortunate criminal Wilson, and all 
who favoured him. These internal emo- 
tions of jealousy and rage wrought a change 
on the man's mien and bearing, visible to all 
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who saw him on the fatal morning when 
Wilson was appointed to suffer. Porteous's 
ordinary appearance was rather favourable. 
He was about the middle size, stout, and 
well made, having a military air, and yet 
rather a gentle and mild countenance. His 
complexion was brown, his face somewhat 
fretted with the scars of the smalUpox, his 
eyes rather languid than keen or fierce; 
On the present occasion, howeveri it seem- 
ed to those who saw him as if he were agi- 
tated by some evil demon. His step was 
irregular, his voice hollow and broken, his 
countenance pale^ his eyes staring and wild, 
his speech imperfect and confused, and his 
whole appearance so disordered, that many 
remarked he seemed to be,/^, a Scottish 
expression, meaning the state of those who 
are driven on to their impending fate by the 
strong impulse of some irresistible necessity. 
One part of his conduct was truly diabo- 
lical, if, indeed, it has not been exaggerated 
by the general prejudice entertained against 
his memory. When Wilson, the unhappy 
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crimitial^ was delivered to him by the keeper 
of the prison, in order that he might be 
conducted to the place of execution, Por* 
teoQSi not satisfied with the usual precau- 
tions to prevent escape, ordered him to be 
manacled. This might be justifiable from 
the character and bodily strength of the 
malefactor, as well as from the apprehen** 
sions so generally entertained of an expect* 
ed rescue. But the handcuffs which were 
produced being* found too small for the 
wrists of a man so big-boned as Wilson, 
Porteous proceeded with his own handfr, 
and by great exertion of strength, to force 
them till they clasped together, to the ex- 
quisite torture of the unhappy criminal; 
Wilson remonstrated against such barba-' 
Tous usage, declaring that the pain distract* 
ed his thoughts from the subjects of medi- 
tation proper to his unhappy condition. 

** It signifies little," replied Captain Por- 
teous ; " your pain will be soon at an end.* 

" Your cruelty is great,** answered the 
sufferer. •* You know not how soon yc^ 
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youraelf roa}r have occasioii to ask the men* 
cy, which you are now refuaing^ to a fellbw 
creature* May God foi^ ve you." 

These wdrtts, long afterwards quoted $ind 
remembered^ Were all that passed between 
Ftateons and his prisoner ^ but as they 
took air, and beoitme known to the people^ 
they greatly iacreabedthe popular compass 
sion ': for Witooo^ and excited a proportion 
ate^ degree of indignatioti against Pom 
teous i against whom,, ^s strict^ and even 
violenft in the disehaige of his Unpopdlar 
oSce. the coitamon tieodle had some real^ . 
and many hnaginluy eauses of complaint. 

When the painful procession was complex 
ted, and Wilson, with the escort^ had arri« 
vcdat the seaffoid in^the Qrassmarket^ there 
appeared no signs of that attempt to rescue 
him which had occasioned suchprecautidns. 
Tiie multitude/ in general^ looked on with; 
deeper interest than at ordin^y execu- 
tions; and there might be seen, on the 
countenances of many, a stern and indig* 
ni^nt exptessioBi like that with which thc^ 
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ancient Cameroniahs might be supposed to 
witness the execution of their brethren, who 
glorified the covenant upon the same occa« 
sion> and at the same spot* But there was 
no attempt at violence. Wilson himself 
seemed disposed to hasten over the space 
that divided time from eternity. The de* 
votions proper and usual on such occasions 
were no sooner finished than he submitted 
to his fate, and the sentence of the law was 
executed. 

He had been suspended on the gibbet so 
long as to be totally deprived of life, wheo' 
at once, as if occasioned by some newly* 
received impulse, there arose a tumult 
among the multitude. Many stones were 
thrown at Porteous and his guards ; some 
mischief was done ; and the mob continu* 
ed to press forward with whoops, shrieks, 
howls, and exclamations. A young fellow, 
with a sailor's cap slouched over his face, 
sprung on the scafiTold, and cut the rope 
by which the criminal was suspended. 
Others approached to carry ofi^ the body» 
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either to secure for it a decent grave, or to 
try, perhaps, some means of resuscitation. 
Captain Porteous was wrought by this ap« 
pearance of insurrection against his autho- 
rity into a rage so headlong as made him 
fojrget, that, the sentence having been fully 
executed, it was his duty not to engage in 
hostilities with the misguided multitude, 
but to draw off his men as fast as possible* 
He sprung from the scajffi>ld, snatched a 
musket from one of his soldiers, commaod- 
ed the party to give fire, and, as several eye- 
witnesses concurred in swearings set them 
the example by discharging his piece, and 
shooting a man dead on the spot* Several 
soldiers obeyed his command or followed 
his example ; six or seven people were slain, 
and a great many were hurt and wounded. 
After this act of violence, the Captain 
proceeded tp withdraw his men towards 
their guardi-house in the High-street The 
mob were not so much intimidated as in- 
censed by what had been done. They pur- 
sued the soldiers with execrations, aQQom- 

D 9 
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panied by voUies <^ stones* As tliey pressed 
on them, the rear-most soldkrs turned, and 
again fired mth fatal aim afid execution* It 
is not accurately known whether PorteouB 
cofnmMded this second act of violence ; 
but of course the odium of the whole tran- 
sactioos of the fatal day attached to fainiy 
and to him, alone* He arrived at the guard- 
house, dismissed his soldiers, and went to 
make his report to the magistrates concerii*- 
ing the unfortunate events of the day« 

Apparently by thi^ time Captain ?<»- 
teous had begun to doubt the prc^Nriety of 
his own conduct, and the reception he met 
with from the magistrates was such as to 
make him still more anxious to gloss it over* 
He denied that he had given orders to fire ; 
he denied he bad fired with his own hand; 
he even produced the fiisee which he carried 
as an officer for exaqniination ; it was found 

• 

still loaded. Of three cartridges which be 
was seen to put in his pouch that morning, 
two were still there ; a white faaxuikercluef 
was thrust into the muzzle of the piece^ and 
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returned unsoiled or blackened* To this it 
was answered, that he had not used his own 
{Hece, but had been seen to take one from 
a soklien Among the many who had been 
killed and wounded by the unhappy fir^ 
there- were several of better rank y for 
even the humanity of such soldiers as fired 
over the heads of the mere ndbble around 
the 8caiK>ld» proved in some instances f»> 
tal to persons who were stationed in win*- 
dows^ or observed the melancholy scene 
from a distance; The votQe of public in* 
digoation was loud and general y ^ud, ere 
men^s temper had time to cool^ the triid of 
Captain Forteous took place before the 
High Court of Justiciary* After a long and 
patent hearings the jury bad the difficult 
duty of balancing the positive evidence of 
•many persons, smd those of respectability, 
who deposed positively -to the prisonerfs 
commanding his soldiers to fire^ and him- 
self firing his pttee, of which some swore 
that they saw the smoke and flash, and^ 
beheld a man drop at whom it was pointed. 
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with the negative testimony of others, whO| 
though well stationed for seeing what bad 
passed, neither heard Porteous give orders 
to fire* nor saw him fire himself; but» on 
the contrary, averred that the first shot was 
fired by a soldier who stood close by him* 
A great part of his defence was also found- 
ed on the turbulence of the mob, which 
witnesses, according to their feelings, their 
predilections, and their opportunities of ob- 
servation, represented differently ; some de- 
scribing as a formidable riot, what others 
represented as a trifling disturbance, such 
as always used to take place on the like oc- 
casions, when the executioner of the law, 
and the men commissioned to protect him 
in his task, were generally exposed to some 
indignities* *The verdict of the jury suflBU 
ciently shews how the evidence preponde* 
rated in their minds. It declared that John 
Porteous ^ed a gun among the people as- 
sembled at the execution ; that he gave 
ordei's to his soldiers to fire, by which many 
persons were killed and wounded $ but, at 
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the same time, that the prisoner and his 
guard had been wounded and beaten, by 
stones thrown at them by the multitude. 
Upon this verdict, the Lords of Justiciary 
passed sentence of death against Captain 
John Porteous,. adjudging him, in the com- 
mon form, to be hanged on a gibbet at the 
common place of execution, on Wednes-* 
day, 8th September, 1736, and all his move- 
able property to be forfeited to the king's 
use, according tq the Scottish law in cases 
of wilful murder^ I. 
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CHAPTER III. 



^ Hie boor's corner but not die mini.''' 



Ok the day when the unhappy Porteouft 
was expected to suffer the sentence of the 
law» the place of execution, extensive as it 
is, was crowded almost to suffocation. 
There was not a window in all the loflty 
tenements around it^ or in the steep and 
crooked street called the Bow, by which 
the fatal procession was to descend from 
the High-Street, which was not absolutely 
filled with spectators. The uncommon 
height and antique appearance of these 
houses, some of which were formerly the 
property of the Knights Templars, and the 
Knights of St Jobtii and still exhibit on 
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their fronts and gabies the iron cross of 
these orders, gave additional effect to a 
scene in itself so striking. The area of the 
Grasamarket resembled a huge dark lake 
or sea of human heads^ in the centre of 
which arose the fatal tree, tall, black, and 
ominous, from which dangled the deadly 
halter. Every object takes interest from its 
uses and associations, and the erect beam 
and eippty noose, things so simple in them* 
selves, became objects, on such an occasion, 
of terror and of solemn interest. 

Amid so numerous an assembly there was 
scarce a word spokeui savjs in whispers* The 
thirst of vengeance was in some degree al^ 
layed by its supposed certainty } and evea 
the populace, with deeper feeling than they 
are wont to entertain, suppressed all cla* 
morons exultation, and prepared to enjoy 
the scene of retaliation in triumph, silent 
and decent, though stern and relentless* It 
seemed as if the depth of their hatred to the 
unfortunate criminal despised to display iU 
self in any thin^ resembling the more noisy 
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cprrept of their ordinary feelings* Had a 
stranger consulted onlj the evidence of his 
ears, he might have supposed that so vast a 
multitude were assembled for some purpose 
which affected them with the deepest sor* 
row, and stilled those noises which, upon all 
ordinary occasions, arise from such a con- 
course ; but if he gazed upon their faces^ 
he would have been instantly undeceived* 
The compressed lip, tfae^ bent brow, the 
stern and flashing eye of almost every one 
on whom he gazed^ conveyed the express 
sion of men come to glut their sight with 
triumphant revenge. It is probable that 
the appearance of the criminal might have 
somewhat changed the temper of the popu- 
lace in his favour, and that they might in 
the moment of des^th have forgiven the 
man against whom their resentment had 
been so fiercely heated. It had, however^ 
been destined, that the mutability of their 
sentiments was not to be exposed to this 
trial. 
The usual hour for producing the crimi* 
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sal had been past for many minutes, yet 
the spectators observed no symptom of his 
appea]:ance. ^* Would they venture to de- 
fraud public justice?" was the question 
which men began anxiously to ask at each 
other. The first answer in every c^se was 
bold and positive. *^ They dare nof But 
when the point was farther canvassed, other 
opinions were entertained, and various cau- 
ses of doubt were suggested. Porteous had 
been a favourite officer of the magistracy o£ 
the city, which, being a numerous and fluc- 
tuating body, requires for its support a 
degree of energy in its functionaries, 
which the individuals who compose it can* 
not at all times alike be supposed to posr 
sess in their own persons. It was remem* 
bered, that in the Information for Por- 
teous, (the paper, namely, in which his 
case was stated to the judges of the criminal 
court), he had been described by bis coun- 
sel as the person on whom-the magistrates 
chiefly relied in all emergencies of uncom- 
mon difficulty. It was argued too, that his 
conduct upon the unhappy occasion of 
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Wils0ti'd execution, was capable of being 
attributed M an imprudent excels of zeai 
in the exeeation of his dutjr, a motive for 
"v^hich those under whose authority he act^ 
ed might be supposed to have great sytn^ 
pathy. And as these con^ideradens might 
move the magistrates to make a faronifMi 
representation of Pofteoue's ease> theire 
were not wanting others in the higher de* 
partmeots of government^ which woold 
make such &uggesrt;toiis favotu'abiy listened 
ta 

The mob of Edinburgh^ when thonxigiii 
^is^citedy had been at all times one of the 
fieitest which could be ibond in £urope ; 
and oflate years they bad risen repeatedly 
againsit the governmenti and sometimes 
not without success. They were consciom^ 
therefore, that they were no favourites vdth 
the rulers; of the period, and that if Captain 
Porteous's violence was not altogetbeir re^ 
garded as good service, it might c^taini^ 
be thought, that to visit it with a capital 
punishment would render it both delicate 



rad dangerouB fcft futme <yffieerS) in the 
sanie drGuiDBtaiices^ to Mt unth eflfect in 
represeiiig tumults* There i$ abo a natu^ 
ral feeling'^ on the part of bH members of 
government, for the getieral maintenance 
of authority } and it seemed not unlikely, 
that what to the relatives of the sufferers 
appeared a wanton and unpMvoked maa* 
sacre, shoiiAd be otherwise viewed in the 
cabinet of iSt James's* It might be there 
supposed, that^ upon the whole mattcTt, 
Captain Porteous was in the exercise of a 
trust delegated to him by the lawful civil 
authority ; that he had been assaulted by 
the popidace, and several of his mim hurt} 
a»d that» in finally repelling force by ibrce, 
his conduct could be fairly imputed to no 
other motive than self-defence in the dis« 
charge of his duty« 

These consideratioQSi of thems^es* very 
powerful, induced the spectators to appre^ 
hend the possibility of a r^rieve ; and to the 
various causes which might interest the ro^ 
lers in his favour, the lower part of the rabble 
added one which was peculiarly well adapt- 
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ed to their comprehension. It was averred, 
in order to increase the odium against Por- 
teouS) that while he repressed with the ut- 
most severity the slightest excesses of the 
poor, he not only overlooked the licence 
of the young nobles and gentry, but was 
very willing to lend them the countenance 
of his official authority, in execution of such 
loose pranks as it was chiefly his duty to 
have restrained. This suspicion, which was 
perhaps much exaggerated, made a deep 
impresskm on the minds of the populace ; 
and when several of the higher rank joined 
in a petition, recommendii^ Porteous to 
the mercy of the crown, it was generally 
supposed he owed their favour not to any 
conviction of the hardship of his case, but 
to the fear pf losing a convenient accom- 
plice in their debaucheries. It is scarce 
necessary to say how much this suspicion 
alimented the people's detestation of this 
obnoxious criminal, as well as their fear 
of his escaping the sentence pronounced 
against him. 
While these arguments were stated and 
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replied to, and canvassed and supported, 
the hitherto silent expectation of the peo- 
ple became changed into that deep and 
agitating murmur, which is sent forth by 
the ocean before the tempest begins to 
howl. The crowded populace, as if the 
motions had corresponded with the unset- 
tled state of their minds, fluctuated to and 
fro without any visible caase of impulse, 
like the agitation of the waters, called by 
sailors the ground-swell. The news, which 
the magistrates had almost hesitated to 
communicate to them, were at length an- 
nounced, and spread among the spectators 
with a rapidity like lightning. A reprieve 
from the Secretary of State's office, under 
the hand of his Grace the Duke of New^ 
castle, had arrived, intimating the pleasure 
of Queen Caroline, '(regent of the king- 
dom during the absence of George IL on 
the continent,) that the execution of the 
sentence of death pronounced against John 
Porteous, late Captain-lieutenant of the 
City Guard of Edinburgh, present prisoner 

8 
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in ilketolbooth of that city» be respited for 
six weeks from the tkne appointed for fais 
executioQ. 

The assembled spectators, of almost all 
degrees, whose minds had been wound up 
to the pitch which we have described, ut- 
tered a groan, or rather a roar of indigna* 
tion and disappointed cevenge, similar to 
jkhat of a tyger from whom his meal has 
been rent by his Iceeper when he was just 
jabout to deveur it. This ^rce exclan^a- 
4k)Q seemed to fbrebode some immediate 
<»ip]osion of popular resentment, and, in 
ifkct, such had been^ expected by the ma* 
gtsl^ates, and the necessary measures had 
been tq^en to repress it. But the shout 
was< not repeated ; nor did any sudden tu« 
mult ensue, isuch as it seemed to announce. 
3:ke populace seemed to be ashamed of ha« 
iglng expressed their disappointment in a 
vain clamour^ wd the sound changed, not 
into the silence which had preceded the 
amival. of these stunning news, but into 
stifled mutterinfirs^ which each crrouDe main. 
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tained among themselves, and which were 
blended into one deep and hoarse murmur 
which floated above the assembly. YQt stilly 
though all expectation of ihe execution 
was over, the mob remained assembled, 
stationary, as it were, thrimgh very resent- 
TQi^nt^g%zmg on. the preparations for death, 
which had now been made in vain, and 
stimulating their feelings, by recalling the 
various claims wkddi Wilson might hava 
had on roy^ mercy^ from the mistaken 
motives on whidi he acted, ws well as &om 
the generosity he bad duqpliayed towards 
his accpmpjtice* ^' Thia man," they said,-.^ 
«< the brave, the resolute, the generous^ was 
executed to death without mercy for steal- 
i^ a pjurse of gold^ which in wme sense he 
might consider aa a fair reprisal; while the 
profligate satelUte* who took advantage of a 
trifling tumult, inseparable, firom such oc- 
ciiaiidQ* io ahed the blood of twenty of hia 
&Uow«dti9ens, is. deemed a fitting ol^ct 
for the. exercise of the royal prerogative' of 
ipercy. Is this tp. be bocne ?-«^WQuid our 
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fathers have borne it ? Are not we, like 
them, Scotsmen and burghers of Edin** 
burgh ?" 

The officers of justice began now to re* 
move the scaffold, and other preparations 
which had been made for the executioni in 
hopes, by doing so, to accelerate the dis- 
persion of the multitude. The measure 
had the desired effect'; for no sooner had 
the fatal tree been unfixed from the large 
stone pedestal or socket in which it was 
secured, and sunk slowly down upon the 
wain intended to remove it to the place 
where it was usually deposited, than the 
populace, after giving vent to their feel- 
ings in a second shout of rage and mortifi- 
cation, began slowly to disperse to their 
usual abodes and occupations. 

The windows were in like manner gra- 
dually deserted, and groupes of the more 
decent class df 'citizens formed themselves, 
as if waiting to return homewards when 
the streets should be cleared of the rabble. 
Contrary, to what is frequently the case. 
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this description of persons agreed in gene- 
ral with the sentiments of their inferiors, 
and considered the cause as common to all 
ranks. Indeed, as we have already noti- 
ced^ it was by no means amongst the low- 
est class of the spectators, or those most 
likely to be engaged in the riot at Wil- 
son's execution, that the fatal fire of Por- 
teous*s soldiers had taken effect. Several 
persons were killed who . were looking 
out at windows at the scene, who could 
not of course belong to the rioters, and 
were persons of decent rank and condi- 
tion. The burghers, therefore, resenting 
the loss which had fallen on their own 
body, and protid and tenacious of their 
rights, as the citizens of Edinburgh have 
at all times been, were greatly exasperated 
at the unexpected respite of Captain For* 
teous. 

It was noticed at the time, and afler* 
wards more particularly remembered, that, 
while the mob were in the act of disper- 
sing, several individuals were seen bumly 

vox.. !• £ 
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passing from one place and one grbupe (X 
people to another, remaining long with 
none, but whispering for a little time with 
those who appeared to be declaiming most 
violently against the conduct of govern- 
ment. These active agents had the. ap- 
pearance of men from the country, and 
were getierally supposed to be old friends 
and confederates of Wilson^ whose mind» 
were of course highly excited against Por- 
teous. 

If, however^ it was the intention of these 
men to stir the multitude to any sudden 
act of mutiny, it seemed for the time to be 
fruitless. The rabble, as well as the more 
decent part of the assembly, dispersed, and 
went home peaceably } and it was only by 
observing the moody discontent on their 
brows, or catching the tenor of the con- 
versation they held with each other, that a 
stranger could estimate the state of their 
minds. We will give the reader this ad* 
vantage, by associating ourselves with one 
of the numerous groupes who were pain- 
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Mly ascending the steep declivity of the 
West Bow to return to their dwellings in 
the Lawni^Market. 

^ An unco thing this, Mrs Howden,'' said 
old Peter Plumdamas to his neighbour the 
rouping-wife, or saleswoman, as he offered 
faer his arm to assist htr in the toilsome as* 
cent, ** to see the grit folk at Lunnon set 
their face against law and gospel^ and let 
loose sic a reprobate as* Porteous upon a 
peacesdble town." 

*^ And to think o' the weary walk they 
hae gi'en us," answered Mrs Howden, with 
a groan; ^* and sic a comfortable win*- 
dow as I had gotten, too^ just within a 
penny-stane-cast of the scaffold — I could 
hae heard eveiy word the minister said-^ 
and to pay twalpennies for my stand, and 
a' for naething !" 

<* I am judging," said Mr Plumdamas, 
<* that this reprieve wadna stand gude in 
the auld Scots law, when the kingdom ^as 
a kingdom." 

<< I dinna ken mucUe about the law,** 
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answered Mfs Howden ; ** but I ken, wKen 
we had a king, and a chancellor, and par- 
liament-men o' our ain, we could aye peer 
ble them wi' stanes when they were na gude 
bairns— But naebody's nails can reach thd 
length o' Lunnon." 

*^ Weary on Lunnon, and a' that e'er 
came out o't !" said Miss Grizell Damahoy, 
a;n ancient seamstress; ^* they hae ia'en 
awa' our parliament, and they hae oppress^ 
«d our trade. Our gentles will hardly al« 
low that a Scots needle can sew ruffles on a 
sark, or lace on an owerlay." 

*' Ye may say that — Miss Damahoy arid 
J ken o' them that hae gotten raisins frae 
Lunpon by forpits at ance," responded 
Plumdamas ; ^* and then. sic an host of idle 
English gaugers and excisemen as hae come 
down to vex and torment us, that an honest 
man canna fetch sae muckle as a bit anker 
o' brandy frae Leith to the Lawn-Market, 
but he's like to be rubbit o' the very gudes 
he's bought and paid fon — Weel, I winna 
justify Andrew Wilson for pitting hands on 
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what wasna his ; but if he took nae mair 
than his ain, there's an awfu' difference be- 
tween that and the fact that this man stands 
for.*' 

** If ye speak about the law,'' said Mrs 
Howden, <<here comes Mr Saddletree, that 
can settle it as wed as ony on the bench." 

The party she mentioned, a- grave elder- 
ly person, with a superb periwig, dressed in 
a decent suit of sad-coloiired clothes, came 
up as : she spoke, and coiirteously gave his 
arm to JVf iss Grizell Damahoy. 

It may be necessary to mention, that Mr 
Bartoline Saddletree kept an excellent and 
highly-esteemed shop for harness; saddles, 
&c. &c. at the sign of the Golden Nag, 
at the head of Bess-Wynd. His genius, 
however, (as he himself and most of his 
neighbours conceived,) lay towards the 
weightier matters of the law, and he failed- 
not to give, frequent attendance upon the 
pleadings and arguments of the lawyers 
and judges in the neighbouring square, 
where, to say the truth, he wasv oftener to 
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be found than would have consisted with 
bis own emolument; but that bis wife^ aa 
active pains-taking person, could, ih bis 
absence, make an admirable shift to please 
the customers and scold the joumeyment 
This good kdy Was in the habil; of letting 
her husband take his way, and go on im- 
proving his stock of legal knowledge with* 
out interruption, but, as if in requital, 
she insisted upon having her own wiU lor 
the domestic and commercial departments 
which he abandoned to hen Now, as Bar* 
toline Saddletree had a considerable gift 
of words, which he mistook for eloqueilce> 
and conferred more liberally up(m the 
society in which he lived than was at all 
times gracious and acceptable, there went 
forth a saying, with which wags used 
sometimes to interrupt his rhetoric, that, 
as he had a golden nag at his door, so ' 
he had a grey mare in his shop. This re* 
proach induced Mr Saddletree, upoa 2JI 
occasions, to assume rather a haughty and 
stately tone towards his good woman^ a 
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circumstance by which she seemed very 
little afiected, unless when he attempted to 
exercise any real authority, when she never 
failed to fly into open rebellion. But such 
extremes Bartoline seldom provoked ; for^ 
like the. gentle King Jamie, he was fonder 
of talking of authority than really exerci- 
sing it This turn of mind was, on the 
whole, lucky, for him ; since his substance 
was increased without any trouble on his 
part, or any interruption of his favourite 
studies* 

This ' word in explanation has been 
thrown in to the reader^ while Saddletree 
was laying down, with great precision, the 
law upon Porteous's case, by which he ar- 
rived at this conclusion, that, if Porteous 
had fired five minutes sooner, before Wil- 
son was cut down, he would havQ been 
vereans in licito, engaged, that is, in a law- 
ful act, and only liable to be punished 
propter excessum, or for lack of discretion, 
which might have mitigated the punish- 
ment to p(ena ordinarm! 



104 TAL£S OF MY LANDLORD. 

" Discretion !" echoed Mrs Howden, on 
whom it may weU be supposed the fine* 
ness of this distinction was entirely thrown 
away, — ** whan had Jock Porteous either 
grace, discretion, or gude manners? — I 

mind when his father'* 

" But, Mrs Howden," said Saddletree 



" And I," said Miss Damahoy, « mind - 
when his mother*' 

** Miss Damahoy," entreated the inter-- 
rupted orato r 

" And I,'* said Plumdamas, " mind when 
his wife** 

" Mr Plumdamas— Mrs Howdfen — Miss 
Damahoy," again implored the orator,— 
*^ mind the distinction, as Counsellor Cross- 
, myloof says — * I,' says he, • take a distinc- 
tion.' Now, the body of the criminal being 
cut down, and the execution ended, Por- 
teous was no longer official ; the act which 
he came to protect and guard being done 
and ended, he was no better than cuivh ex 

m 

" Quivis — quivis, Mr Saddletree, craving 
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your pardon/' said (with a prolonged em« 
phasis on the 6rst syllable) Mr Butler» the 
deputy schoolmaster of a parish near Edin- 
burgh, who at that moment came up be- 
hind them as the false Latin was uttered. 

** What signifies interrupting me,- Mr 
Butler ? — but I am glad to see ye notwith- 
standing — I speak after Counsellor Cross- 
myloof, and he said cuivis'^ 

•** If Counsellor Crossmyloof used the 
dative for the nominative, I would have 
crossed his loof with a tight leathern strap, 
Mr Saddletree ; there is not a boy on the 
booby form but should have been scourged 
for such a solecism in grammar."" 

^' I speak Latin like a lawyer, Mr But- 
ler, and not like a schoolmaster," retorted 
Saddletree. 

•^ Scarce like a school-boy, I think," re- 
joined Butler. 

"It matters little," said Bartolihe; J* all 
I mean to say is, that Porteous has become 
liable to the pcena extra ordinem, or capital 
punishment j which is to say, in plain Scotch, 

£ 2 
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the gaIlow8» simply because he did not fire 
when he, was in ofiice, but waited till the 
biidywas cut down, the execution whilk 
he had in charge to guard implemented, 
and ^ he himself exonered of the public 
trust imposed on him.'' 

<< But, Mr Saddletree,'' said Plumdamas, 

do ye really think John Forteous's case 
wad hae been better if he had begun firing 
before ony stanes were flung at a' ?" 

** Indeed do I, neighbour Plumdamas," 
replied Bartoline, confidently,. " he being 
then in point of trust and in point of 
power, the execution being but inchoat, or^ 
at least, not implemented, or finally ended ; 
but afier Wilson was cut down it wa» a' 
ower-~he was clean exauctorate, and had 
nae mair ado but to get awa' wi' his guard 
up this West Bow as fast as if there bad been 
a caption after him — And this is law, for I 
heard it laid down by Lord Vincovincen- 
tem." 

** Vineovincentem ^— Is he a lord of state, 
or a lord of seat ?^ enquired Mrs Howdem 



Tfi[£ HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN* 107 

" A lord of seat — a lord of session.— I 
fesh mysell little wi* lords 6' state; they 
vex me wi' a wheen idle questions about 
their saddles^ and curpels, and holsters, and 
horse-furniture, and what they'll cost, and 
whan they'll be ready — a whecn gallopping 
geese — my wife may serve the like o' them." 
• •* And so might she, in her day, hae 
served the best lord in the land, for as little 
as yp think o' her, Mr Saddletree," said Mrs 
Howden, somewhat indignant at the con- 
temptuous way in which her gossip was men- 
tioned ; *^ when she and I were twa gilpies, 
we little thought to hae sitten doun wi' the 
like o'my auld Davie Howden, or you either, 
Mr Saddletree." 

While Saddletree, who was not bright at 
a reply, wa& cudgelling his brains for an 
answer to this home-thrust, Miss Damahoy 
broke in on him. 

** And as for the lords of state,'' said Miss 
I>amahoy, *^ ye suld mind the riding o' the 
parliament, Mr Saddletree^ in the gude 
'auld time bejToro* the Unioni — a year's rent 
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o* mony a gude estate gaed for horse-graith 
and harnessing^ f brbye broidered robes and 
foot-mantles, that wad hae stude by th^ir 
lane wi' gold brocade, and that were muc- 
kle in my ain line.'* 

** Ay, and then the lusty banquetting, 
with sweet-meats and comfits wet and dry, 
and dried fruits of divers sorts," said Plum- 
damas. ^' But Scotland was Scotland in 
these days." 

** I'll tell ye what it is, neighbours," said 
Mrs Howden, " Til ne'er believe Scotland is 
Scotland ony mair, if our kindly Scots sit 
doun with the affront they hae gi'en us this 
day. It's not only the blude that is shed* 
but the blude that might hae been shed^ 
that's required at our hands j there was my" 
daughter's wean, little Eppie Daidle — my 
oe, ye ken, Miss Grlzel — had plaid the tru- 
ant frae the school, as bairns will do^ ye'^ 
ken, Mr Butler" 

*« And for which," interjected Mr Butler, 
^ they should be soundly scourged by their 
well-wishers.'* 



THE HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN; 109 

<< And had just cruppin to the gallows' 
foot to see the hanging, as was natural for a 
wean ; and what for might na she hae been 
shot as weel as the rest o' them, and where 
wad we a' hae been then ^ I wonder how 
Queen Carline (if her name be Carline), 
wad hae liked to hae had ane o' her ain. 
bairns in sic a venture ?• 

"'Report says,** answered Butleri " that 
such a circumstance would not have dis« 
tressed her majesty beyond endurance.** 

" Aweel," said Mrs Howden, " the sum 0' 
the matter is, that, were I a maii^ I wad hae 
amends o' Jock Porteous, be tlie upshot ^ 
what like .0% if a' the carles and carlines in 
England bad sworn to the nay-say." 

" I would claw down the tolbooth door 
wi* my nails," said Mrs Grizel, " but I wad 
be at him.'* 

"Ye may be very riglit, ladies," said 
Butler, " but I would not advise you to 
speak so loud." 

" Speak !" exclaimed both the ladies to- 
getber, " there will be naething else spo- 
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ken about frae the Weigh-house to the Wa- 
ter-port, till this is either ended or mended.'* 
The females now departed to their respec- 
tive places of abode. Flumdamas joined 
the other two gentlemen in taking -their 
meridian (a bumper-dram of brandy), as 
they passed the well-known low-browed 
'Shop in the Lawn- Market, where they were 
wont to take that refreshment. Mr Flum- 
damas then departed towards his shop, and 
Mr Butler, who happened to have some par- 
ticular occasion for the rein of an old bridle^ 
(the truants of that busy day could haye an- 
ticipated its application,) walked down the 
Lawn-market with Mr Saddletree, each talk- 
ing as he could get a word thrust in, the one 
on the laws of Scotland, the other on those 
of syntax, and neither listening to a word 
which his companion uttered. 



r\ THS BEAKT OF inD.LOTHLlN. Ill 



CHAPTER IV. 

I 

EIswhaiF he colde right weel lay down the law. 
But in his house was meke as is a daw. 

Davie Lindsat. 

•* There has becH Jock Driver the car- 
rier here, speering about his new graith,** 
said Mrs Saddletree to her husband, as he 
crossed his threshold, not with the purpose 
by any means of consulting him upon bis 
own affairs, but merely to intimate, by a 
gentle recapitulation, how much duty she 
had gone through in his absence. 

^* Weel,'* replied BartoKne, and deigned 
not a word more. 

*^ And the laird of Girdingburst has had 
his running footman here, and ca'd himsell 
(he's a civil pleasant young gentleman), to 
see when the broidered saddle-cloth for hia^ 

2 
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sorrel horse will be ready, for he wants it 
agane tke Kelso races." 

^* Weel, aweel/' replied Bartoline, as la- 
conically as before. 

" And his lordship, the Earl of Blazon- 
bury. Lord Flash and Flame, is like to be 
clean daft, that the harness for the six 
Flanders mares, wi* the crests, coronets, 
housings,, and mountings conform, are no 
sent hame according to promise gi*en." 

." Weel, weel, weel — weel, weel, gude- 
wife," said Saddletree, " if he gangs daft, 
well hae him cognosced — ^it's a' very weeL'* 

" It's weel that ye think sae, Mr Saddle- 
tree," answered his helpmate, rather nettled 
at the indifference with which her report 
was received j " there's raony ane wad hae 
thought themselves afironted, if sae mony 
customers had caad and naebody to answer 
them but women-folk, for it' the lads were 
aff sae sune as your back was turned to see 
Forteous hanged, that might be counted 
upon ; and sae, you no being at hame"— — — 

'* Houts, Mrs Saddletree," said Bartoline, 
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with an air of consequence, *^ dinna deave 
me wi' your nonsense; I was under the- 
necessity of bein^ elsewhere— 9io» omnia-^ 
as Mr Crossmyloof said, when he was call- 
ed by two macers at once, non omnia po9su» 
mus'^pessimus^^-possimU'^ ken our law- 
latin offends Mr Butler's ears, but it means 
naebody, an' it were the Lord President 
himsell^ can do twa turns at ance." « 

" Very right, Mr Saddletree," answered 
his careful helpmate, with a sarcastic smUe^ 
^< and nae doubt it's a decent thing to leave 
your wife to look after young gentlemen's 
saddles and bridles, when ye gang to see 
a man, that never did ye nae ill, raxing a 
halten" 

« Woman," said Saddletree, assuming an 
elevated tone, to which the n^ridian had 
somewhat contributed, <* desist, — I say for- 
bear from intromitting with affairs thou^ 
can'st not understand. D'ye think I was 
born to sit here brogging an elshin through 
bend leather, when sic men as Duncan For- 
bes, and that other Arniston chield tliere^ 
without muckle greater parts, if the close** 
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head speak true, than nnysell, maun be pre- 
sidents and king's advocates nae doubt^ and 
wha but they ? Whereas, were favour equal- 
ly distribute, as in the days of the wight 
Wallace" 

<< I ken naething we wad hae gotten by 
the wight Wallace," said Mrs Saddletree, 
*< unless, as I hae heard the auld folk tell, 
they fought in thae days wi' bend-leather 
guns, and then it's a chance but what if he 
bought them, he might forget to pay ibr 
them. And as for the greatness of your 
parts, Bartley, the folk in the close-head 
maun ken mair about them than I do, if 
they make sic a report of them." 

" I tell ye, woman," said Saddletree, in 
high dudgeon, *< that ye ken naething 
about these matters. In Sir William Wal- 
lace's ^ays, there was nae man pinned 
down to sic a slavish wark as a Sadler's, for 
they got ony leather graith that they had 
use for ready-made out of Holland." 

" Well," said Butler, who was, like many 
of his profession, something of an humour- 
ist and dry joker, " if that be the case, 
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• * 

Mr Saddletree, f think we hav^ changed 
for the better ; since we make our own har« 
nesSy and only import our lawyers froni 
Holland/^ 

** It's too true, Mr Butler,'* answered 
Bartoline with a sigh ; ^Mf I had bad the 
luck— or rather, if my father had had the 
sense to send me to Leyden and Utrecht 
to learn the Substitutes and Pandex" 

*< You mean the Institutes— -Justinian'ft 
Institutes, Mr Saddletree,'^ said Butler. 

** Institutes and substitutes are synony*^ 
mous words, Mr Butler, and used indifie* 
rently as such in deeds of tail2iie, as you 
may see in Balfour's Practiques, or Dallas 
of St Martin's Stiles. I understand these 
things pretty weel, I thank God ; but I own 
I should have studied in Holland." 
• •• To comfort you, you might not have 
been farther forward than you now are, Mr 
Saddletree," replied Mr Butler j ** for our 
Scottish advocates are an aristocratic race 
—Their brass is of the right Corinthian qua- 
lity, and Nbn cuims tontigit (uUre Carinthum 
— ^ha, Mr Saddletree ?" 
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" And aha, Mr Butler/' rejoined Barto- 
Une, upon \)ehoin, as may well be supposed, 
&e jest was lost, and all but the sound of 
the words, " ye said a gh'ff syne it was quu 
vis, and now I heard ye say cuivis with 
my ain ear^, as plain as ever I heard a word 
at the fore-bar.*' 

** Give me your patience, Mr Saddle- 
tree, and I'll explain the discrepancy in 
tibree words," said Butler, as pedantic in his 
own department,, though with infinitely 
more judgment and learning, as Bartoline 
was in his self-assumed profession of the 
law — ^* Give me your patience for a mo- 
ment — You'll grant that the nominative 
case is that by which a person or thing is 
nominated or designed, and, which may be 
called the primary case, all others being 
formed from it by alterations of the termi- 
nation in the learned languages, and. by 
prepositions in our modern Babylonian jar^ 
gons-rrYou'll grant me that, I suppose, Mr 
Saddletree ?'' 

** I dinna ken whether I will or no-— otf . 
amandum^ ye ken— -naebody should be in 
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aliurry to make admissions, either in point 
of law or in point of fact," said Saddletree, 
looking, or endeavouring to look, as if he 
understood what was said. 

« And the dative case,'' continued But- 
le r 

" I ken what a tutor dative is,'* said Sad- 
dletree, ** readily enough." 

" The dative case," resumed the gram- 
marian, " is that in which any thing is given 
or assigned as properly belonging to a per- 
son, or thing— You cannot deny that, I am 
sure." 

^* I am sure I'll no grant it though," 
said Saddletree. 

«• Then, what the deevil d'ye take the 
nominative and the dative cases to be ?" 
said Butler, hastily, and surprised at once ^ 
out of his decency of expression and accu«* 
racy of pronounciation. 

« ril tell you that at leisure, Mr Butler," 
said Saddletree, with a very knowing look ; 
^* I'll take a day to see and answer, every 
article of your condescendence, and then TU 
hold ye to confess or deny as accords." ^ 
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^^ Coioie, come^ Mr Saddletee^^' said his 
wifty ^^ we'll have nae confessions and con* 
descendences here ; let them deal in thae 
sort o' wares that are paid for them-^they 
suit. the like o' us as Ul as a demipique sad* 
die would set a draught ox.*' 
^ <« Aha!" said Mr Butler, « Opuaepkip- 
pia has piger^ nothing new under the sun*»f- 
But it was a fair hit of Mrs Saddletree, 
however/' 

<^ And it wad fax better become ye, Mr 
Saddletree," continued his hdpmate, ^< since 
ye say ye hae skeel o' the law, to try if 
ye can do ony thing for Effie Deans, puir 
thing, that's lying up in the tolbooth yon* 
der, cauld and hungry and comfortless*^ 
a servant lass of ours, Mr Butler, and as 
innocent a lass to my thinking, and as 
usefu! in the chop*-*When Mr Saddletree 
gangs out, and ye're aware he's seldom at 
hame when there's ony o' the plea^houses 
open, poor Effie used to help me to tumble 
the bundles o' t^rkened leather up and 
down, and range out the gudes, and suit 
a' body's humours— And troth, she could 
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aye please the customers wi' her answers* 

for she was aye civil, and a bonnier lass 

wasna in Auld Reekie. And when folk 

were hasty and unreasonable, she could 

serve them better than me, that am no sae 

young -as I hae been, Mr Butler, and a wee 

bit short in the temper into the b&rgain<r 

For when there's ower mony folk crying on 

me at anes, and nane but ae tongue to an- 

aweivthem, folk maun speak hastily or they'll 

ne^er get through wark — Sae I miss ££Se 
dailyv— 

^^ De die in diem^^ added Saddletree. 

<^ I think," said Butler, after a good deal 
of hesitation^ ^^ I have seen the girl in the 
shop — a modest*looking, black-haired girl ?" 

"Ay, ay, that's just puir Effie," said her 
mistress. <^ How she was abandoned to her* 
sell, or whethet she was sackless o' the sin* 
fu' deed, God in Heaven knows ; but if she's 
been guilty, she's been sair tempted, and I 
wad amaist take my bible^aith she hasna 
been hersell at the time." 

Butler had by this time become much 
agitated } he fidgetted up and down the 
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shop, and shewed the greatest agitation 
that a person of such strict decorum could 
be supposed to give way to. " Was not 
this girl," he said, " the daughter of An- 
drew Deans, that had the parks at St 
Leonard's taken? and has she not a sis- 
ter?" 

" In troth has she — ^puir Jeanie Deans, 
ten years elder than hersel i she was here 
greeting a wee while syne about her sister. 
And what could I say to her, but that she 
behoved to come and speak to Mr Saddle- 
tree when he was at hame ? It wasna that 
I thought Mr Saddletree could do her or 
ony other body muckle good or ill, but it 
wad aye serve to keep the puir thing's 
heart up for a wee while ; and let sorrow 
come when sorrow maun." 

" Ye're mistaken though, gudewife,** 
said Saddletree scornfully, *^ for I could 
hae gien her great satisfaction } I could 
hae proved to her that her sister was in- 
dicted upon the statute sixteen hundred 
and ninety, chapter one-^For the mair 

10 
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ready prevention of child-murder^i-foj^ eon* 
cealing her pregnancy, and giving no ao^ 
eount of the cihild i^^hich she had borne.*' 

*< I hope," said Butler,—" I trust ih a 
graciotis Gpd» that she can clear herself.* 

"And sae do I, Mr Butler,^* replied Mra 
Saddletree. ^ I am sure I wad hae answei^- 
ed for her as my ain daughter | but, waet 
my heart, I had been tender a' the simmeiv 
and scarce ower the door o* my room for 
twal weekst And as for Mr Saddletree^ 
he might be in a lying-iti hospital, and 
ne*er find out what the women cam there 
for. Sae I could see little or naething & 
her^ or I wad hae had the truth o' her situa- 
tion out o* her, Pse warrant ye— But we a' 
think her sister maun be able to speak some- 
thing to clear her.** 

" The haill Parliament-hoilse," said Sad<. 
dletree, ^ was speaking o' naething else, till 
this job o' Porteous's put it out o' head-^ 
It's a beautifiil point of presumptive mur^i* 
der> and there's been nane like it in the 
Justiciar Court since the case of Luckie 

VOL. I. T 
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Smith the howdie, that suffered in the year 
saxteen hundred and seventy-nine/' 

« But what's the matter wi* you, Mr 
Butler,'' isaid the good woman ; *^ ye are 
looking as white as a sheet ; will ye take a 
dram?" 

** By no means/' said Butler, compel* 
ling himself to speak. << I waU^ed in from 
Dumfries yesterday, and this is a warm 
day/' • 

** Sit down,^' said Mrs Saddletree, laying 
hands on him kindly, *^ and rest ye — ^yell 
kill yoursell, man, at that rate.-^-^And are 
we to wish ye joy o' getting the scute, Mr 
Butter?" 

«« Yes-— no— I do not know>" 

^< Ye dinna ken whether ye are to get 
the free scule o' Dumfries or no, after hing- 
ing on and teaching it a' the simmer ?* 

*« No, Mrs Saddletree — I am not to have 
it,'* replied Butler. ^* The Laird of Black- 
at*the-baae had a natural son bred to the 
ku*k that the presbytery could not be pre- 
vailed on to licence ; and so"—— 
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** Ay, ye need say nae mair. about it 5 if 
there was a laird that bad a puir kinsman 
or a bastard that it wad suit, there's eneugh 
said«, — ^And ye're e'en come back to Libber- 
.ton • to wait for dead men's shoon ? — and, 
for as frail as Mr Whackbairn is, he may 
live as lang as you, that are his assistant and 
^successor." 

^* Very like," replied Butler with a sigh j 
>< I do not know if I should wish it other- 



wise;" 



*• Nae doubt it's a very vexing thing," 
continued the good lady, << to be in that 
dependent station ; and you that hae right 
and title to sae muckle better, I wonder 
how ye bear these crosses." 

<* Quos diligit castigate* answered Butler ; 
f< eVen the pagan Seneca could see an ad- 
vantage in affliction. The Heathens had 
their philosophy, and the Jews their reve* 
lation, Mrs Saddletree, and they endured 
their distre^ises in their day. Chri^ana 
have a better dispensation than either— 
but doubtless" 



i 
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/ He stopped and sighed. 

^^ I ken what ye mean«" said Mrs Saddle- 
tree, looking toward her husband } *^ there's 
whiles we lose patience in spite of baith 
book and Bible— *But ye are no gaun awa, 
and looking sae poorly— -ye'll stay and take 
some kale wi' as ?" 

Mr Saddletree laid aside Balfour's Prac- 
tiques, (bis favourite study, and much good 
may it do him^) to join in his wife's hospi- 
table importunity. But the teacher de- 
clined ^11 entreaty, and took his leave up- 
on the spot. 

<^ There's something in a' this," said Mrs 
Saddletree, looking after him as he walked 
up the street ; <^ I wonder what makes Mr 
Sutler sae distressed about Eflie's misfor- 
tune-*— there was nae acquaintance atween 
them that ever I saw or heard of; but 
they were neighbours when David Deans 
was on the Laird of Dumbiedike's land. 
Mr Butler wad ken her father, or some o' 
her folk.-«Get up, Mr Saddletree— ye have 
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• • 

set yoursell down on the very brecham that 
wants stitching— And here's little WiMie, 
the prentice. — Ye little rin-there-eut de'il 
that ye are, what takes you raking through 
the gutters to see folic hangit ?— ho^ wad 
ye like when it cums to be your ain chance, 
as I winna ensure ye, if ye dinna mend your 
manners ?— And what are ye maundering 
and greeting for, as if a word were breaking 
your banes ? gang in bye, and be a better 
bairn another time, and tell Peggy to gi'e 
ye a bicker o' broth, for ye'll be as gleg as 
a gled, Tse warrant ye.«-It's a fatherless 
bairn^ Mr Saddletree, and motherless, whilk 
in some cases may be waur, and ane wad 
take care o' him, if they could— it's a Chris* 
tian duty." 

<• Very true, goodwife," said Saddletree 
in reply» ^* we are in loco parentis to him 
during his years of pupillarity, and I hae 
had thoughts of applying to the Court for 
a commission as factor loco tutoriSf seeing 
there is nae tutor nominate, and the tutor- 
at-law declines to act ; but only I fear the 
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expence of the procedure wad not be iit 
rem eersam^ for I am not aware if Willie 
has ony effects whereof to assume the ad- , 
ministration." 

He concluded this sentence with a self- 
important cough, as one who has laid down 
the law in an indisputable manner. 

" Effects !" said Mrs Saddletree, " what 
effects has the puir wean ? — he was in rags 
when his mother died ; and the blue polo: 
nie that Effie made for him out of an auld 
mantle of my ain, was the first decent dreSS 
the bairn ever had on. Poor Effie ! can ye 
tell me na really, wi' a* your law, will her 
life be in danger, Mr Saddletree, when they 
are na able to prove that ever there was a 
bairn ava ?" 

« Whoy,** said Mr Saddletree, delighted 
at having for once in his life seen his wife's 
attention arrested by a topic of legal dis- 
cussion — " Whoy, there are two sorts of 
murdrum or murdragium^ or what you po^ 
pulariter et vulgariter call inurther. I mean 
tliere are many sorts j for there's your mur% 
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thrum per vigilias et insidiasi and your 
murthrum under trust.'^ 

" I am sure that's the way the gentry 
murder us merchants^ and whiles makes us 
shut the booth up — but that has naething 
to do wi* Eiiie's misfortune." 

** The case of Effie (or Euphemia) Deans,** 
resumed Saddletree, *< is one of those cases 
of murder presumptive, that is, a murder of 
the law's inferring or. construction, being 
derived from certain indicia or grounds of 
suspicion." 

" So that," said the good woman, *« un- 
less poor Effie has communicated her situ- 
ation, she'll be hanged by the neck, if the 
bairn was still-born, or if it be alive at this 
moment ?" 

" Assuredly," said Saddletree, ** it being 
a statute made by our sovereign Lord and 
Lady, to prevent the horrid delict of brings 
ing forth children in secret — the crime is 
rather a favourite of the law, this species 
of murther being one of its ain creation." 

^* Then, if the law makes murders," $aid 
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Mrs Saddletree, ^^ the law should be hang« 
ed for them ; or if they wad hang a lawyer 
instead, the country wad find nae faut«" 

A summons to their frugal dinner inter- 
rupted the further progress of the conver- 
sation, which was otherwise like to take a 
turn much less favourable to the science 
of jurisprudence and its professors, than 
Mr BartoUne Saddletree, the fond admirer 
of both, had at its op($ning anticipated* 
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CHAPTER V. 

But up then raise all Edinburgfai 
They all rose up by thousands three. 

Johnnie jirmttrang^i Goodnight, 

Butler, on his departure from the sign 
of the Golden Nag, went in quest of a 
friend of his connected with the law, at 
whom he wished to make particular enqui- 
ries concerning the circumstances in which 
the unfortunate young woman mentioned 
in the last chapter was placed, having, as 
the reader has probably already conjectu- 
nedy reasons much deeper than those die- 
tated by mere humanity, for interesting 
himself in her fate* He found the person 
be sought absent from home, and was 
equally unfortunate in one or two other 
calls which he made upon acquaintances 
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whom he hoped to interest in her story. 
But every body was, for the moment, 
stark-mad on the subject of Porteous, and 
engaged busily in attacking or defending 
the measures of government in reprieving 
him J and the ardour of dispute had exci- 
ted such universal thirst, that half the young 
lawyers and writers, together with their 
very clerks, the class whom Butler was 
looking after, had adjourned the debate to 
som6 favourite tavern* It was computed 
by an experienced arithmetician, that there 
was as much twopenny ale consumed on 
the discussion as would have floated a first 
rate man of war. ' 

Butler wandered about until it was.dusk, 
resolving to take that opportunity of vi- 
siting the unfortunate young woman, wheor 
his doing so might be least observed ; fojc 
he had his own reasons for avoiding the 
remarks of Mrs Saddletree, whose shop- 
door opened at no great distance from 
that of the gaol, though on the opposite or. 
south side of the street, aod a little higher 
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up* He passed, therefore, through the nar- 
row and partly covered passage leading: 
from the north-west end of the Parliament^ 
Square. 

He stood now before the Gothic en- 
trance of the ancient prison^ which, as is 
w^U known to all men, rears its ancient 
front in the very middle of the High- 
street, forming, as it were, the termina- 
tion to a huge pile of buildings called the 
Luckenbooths, which, for some inconcei^ 
vable reason, our. ancestors have jammed 
into the midst of the principal street of 
the town, leaving for passage a narrow 
street on the north, and on the sduth, into 
which the prison opens, a narrow crooked 
lane, winding betwixt the high and sombre 
walls of the Tolbooth and the adjacent 
bouses on the one side, and the buttresses 
and projections of the old Cathedral upon 
the other. To give some gaiety to this 
sombre passage, (well known by the name 
of the Krames,) a number of little booths, 
or shops, after the fashion oi coblers' stalls, 

4 
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are plaiatered, as it were» against the Gothic 
projectioos and abutments, so that it seem- ' 
ed as if the traders bad occupied with ncats, 
bearing the same proportion to the. build* 
ing» every buttress and coign of vantage, as 
the martlett did in Macbeth's Castle* Of 
later >ears these booths have degenera* 
ed int6 mere toy- shops, where the little 
loiterers chiefly interested in such warea. 
are tempted to linger, enchanted by the 
rich display of hobby'^horsea, babies, and 
Dutch toys^ arranged in artful and gay 
confusion; yet half-scared by the cross* 
looks of the withered pantaloon, or spec«r 
tacled old lady, by whom these tempting' 
stores are watched and. superintended. 
But, in the times we write of, the hosiers^ 
ihe glovers, the batters, the mercers, the 
milliners, and all who dealt in the miscel- 
laneous wares now teroied haberdasher'^ 
goods, were to be found in this narrow 

alley. 

To retnm from our digression. Butler 
found the outer turnkey, a tall thin old 
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maiit with long silver hair» in the act of 
locking the outward dobr of the jail. He 
addressed himself to this person, and asked 
ildmtttance to EflSe Deans» confined upon 
accusation of child-murder. The turnkey 
looked at him earnestly, and, civilly touch* 
ing his hat out of respect to Butler's black 
coat and clerical appearance, replied, ^^ It 
was impossible any one could be admitted 
at present."^ . 

** You shut up earlier than usual, proba- 
bfy on account of Captain Porteous's aflair ^ 
said Butler. 

The turnkey, with the true mystery of a 
person in office, gave two grave nods, and 
withdrawing from the wards a ponderous 
key of about two feet in length, he pro« 
ceeded to shut a strong plate of steel, which 
folded down above the key-hole, and was 
secured by a steel-spring and catch, But- 
ler stood still instinctively while the door 
was made fast, and then looking at hii 
watch, walked briskly up the street, mut 
tering to himself almost unconsciously-— 
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Porta adversa^ ingens^ soUdoque adamante columoe • 
Vifi ut nulla virQnii non ipsi ezscindire fer ro 
Coelicolas valeant — Stat ferrea turris ad auras— ^c* 

. Having wasted more time in a second 
fruitless attempt to seek out his legal friend 
and adviser, he thought it time to leave the 
city and return to his place of residence, in. 
a small village, about two miles and a half to 
the southward of Edinburgh, The metro* 
polls was at this time surrounded by a high, 
wall, with battlements and flanking projec* 
tions at some intervals, and the access waa^ 
through gates, called in the Scottish lati-t 
guage portSy which were regularly shut at 
night. A small fee to the keepers would 
indeed procure egress and ingress at any 
time, through a wicket left for that pur* 



* Wide 18 the fronting gate* artd raised on high. 
With adamantine columns threats the sky ; 
Vain is the force of roan, and Heaven's as vainj 
To crush the pillars which the pile sustain ; 
Sublime on these a tower of steel is reared* 

Dbysen's Firgil, Book vi^ 
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pose in the large gute, but it was of some 
importance to a man so poor as Butler» 
to avoid even this slight pecuniary mulct j 
and* fearing he might be near the hour of 
{Shutting the gates, he made for that to 
which he found himself nearest, although^. 
by doing 80^ he somewhat lengthened his 
walk homewards. Bristo^port was that 
\fy which his direct road lay, but the West- 
porty which leads out of the Grass-market,; 
^as the nearest of the city gates to the 
place where he found himself, and to that, 
therefore, he directed his course* He reach« . 
ed the port in ample time to pass the cir- 
cuit of the walls, and enter a suburb called 
Portsburgh, chiefly inhabited by the lower 
order of citizens and mechanics. Here he 
was unexpectedly interrupted. 

He had not gone far from the gate before 
he heard the sound of a drum, and, to his 
great surprise, met a number of persons, 
sufficient to occupy the whole front of the. 
street) and form a considerable mass behind, 
moving with great speed towards the gate be 
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had just come froin^ and having itl front cf 
them a drum beating to arms. Whil^ he 
considered bow he should escape a party^ 
assembled, as it might be presumedf for no 
kwflil purpose^ tb.ey came fi^i on him and 
stopped him. 

** Are you a clergyman ?^ one question- 
fd him. 

Butler replied that *< he was in orders^ 
but was not a placed minister/' 

<* It's Mr Butler from Libberton,** said ^ 
voice frojm behind; ** hell discharge the 
duty as^ weel as ony man.'' 

*• You must turn back with us, air,'' saidi 
the first speaker, in a. tone civil but pe- 
remptory. 

<< For what purpose* gentlemen i^ saiti 
Mr Butler. ^^ 1 live at some distance from 
town — the roads are unsafe by night — yon 
Urill do me a serious injury by stopping me.^ 

^ You shall be seen safely hom&r-no man 
Ikhall touch a hair of your bead~-but yoQ 
must, and shall com^e along with us."^ 

^ But to what purpose or end, gentle* 
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men ?" said Butler. ^ 1 hope you will be 
fl^ civil as to explain that to me f' 

^' ICou shall know that ia good time. 
Coi06 along~-for come you must, by force 
or fair means ; and I vara you to look nei« 
ther to the right hand qor the left, and to 
take so notice of any man's face, but con- 
sider all that is passing before you as a 
dream/* 

^* I would it were a dream I could awa« 
]^a from/' said Butler to liimself ; but, ha^ 
ving no means to oppose the violence with 
which 'he was threatened, he was compelled 
to turn round and march in front of the 
tmtoTB^ two men partly supporting and part- 
ly holding him. During this parley the 
insurgents had made themselves masters of 
the West^port, rushing upon the waitera 
(no the people were called who had the 
chaige (rf* the gates), and possessing them- 
selves of the keys. They bolted and barred 
the folding doors, and commanded the per- 
son, whose duty it usually was, to secure 
the wicket, of which they did not under- 
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Stand the fastenings. The man^ terrified 
at an incident so totally unexpected, was 
unable to perform his^ usual office, and 
gave the matter up, after several attempts; 
The rioters, who seemed to have come 
prepared for every emergency, called for 
torches, by the light of which they nailed 
up the wicket with long nails, which^ it 
seemed probable, they had provided on 
purpose^ 

While this was going on, Butler could 
not, even if he had been willing, have avoid- 
ed making remarks on the individuals who 
seemed to lead this singular mob. The 
torch light, while it fell on their forms and 
left him in the sbade^ gave him an oppor- 
tumty to do so without their observing him. 
Several of those who seemed most active were 
dressetl in sailors jackets, trowsers, aikl sea 
caps J otbersin large loose- bodied great^coats, 
and slouched hats ; and there were several, 
who, judging from their dress, should have 
been called women, whose rough deep voices, 
uncommon size, and masculine deportment 
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and mode of walking, forbade them being 
so interpreted. They moved as if by some 
well-concerted plan of arrapgement. They 
bad signals by which they knew, and nick- 
names by which they distinguished each 
other. Butler remarked, that the name of 
Wildfire was used among them, to which 
one stout Amazon seemed to reply. 

The rioters left a small party to observe 
the West Port, and directed the waiters, as 
tbey valued their lives, to remain within their 
lodge, and make no attempt for that night 
to repossiess themselves of the gate. . They 
then moved with, rapidity along the low 
street called the Cowgate, the mob of the 
city every where rising at the sound of 
their drum, and joining them. When they 
arrived at the Cowgate Port, they 9ecu« 
red it with as little opposition as the for- 
mer, made it fast, and left a small party 
to observe it. It was afterwards remark- 
ed, as a singular instance of prudence and 
precaution, singularly combined with au- 
dacity, that the parties left to guard those 
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gatei did not femain stationary on their 
posts, but flitted to and fro, keeping, so 
near the gates as to see that no efforts 
were made to open them, yet nbt remaiii- 
ing so long as to have their persons ob- 
served. The mob, at first only about one 
hutidred strong, now amounted to thou- 
sands, and were increasing every moment. 
They divided themselv<^s so as to ascend 
with more speed the various narrow lanes 
which lead up from the Cowgate to the 
|Iigh Street } and still beating to amas as 
they went, and calling on all true Scotsmen 
to join them, they now filled the principal 
street of the city. 

The Netherbow Poyt might be called the 
Temple-bar of Edinburgh,^ as, intersecting 
the High Street at Itsi termination, it divided 
Edinburgh, properly so called, from the 
suburb called the Canongate, as Temple* 
liar divides London from Westaiinster. It 
was of the utmost importance to the rioters 
to possess then)selves of this pass, because 
there was quartered in the Canongate at 
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that time a regiment of infantr j, command* 
ed by Colonel Moyle, which might have 
occupied the city by advancing through 
this gate, and totally ddeated the purpose 
of the rioters. The leaders therefor^ has* 
tened to the Netherbow Port, which they 
secured in the same manner^ and with as 
litde trouble, as the other gates, leaving a 
party to watch it, strong in proportion to 
the importance of the post« 

The next object of these hardy insur-> 
gents was at once to disarm the City Giiardy- 
and to procure arms for themselves; for 
scarce any weapons biit staves and blud- 
geons had been yet seen among them. The 
Guard-house was a long, low, ugly build-" 
iogf (removed in 1787,) which to a fanciful 
imagination might have suggested the idea 
of a long black snail crawling up the mid** 
die of the High Street and deforming its- 
beautiful esplanades This formidable insur- 
rection had been so unexpected, that there 
were no more tlum the ordinary serjeant^s 
guard Of the city-corps upon dut^ ; even* 
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the^ were without any supply of powder 
and ball ; and sensible enough what, had 
raised the storm» and which way it was roll- 
ing, could hardly be supposed, very desirous 
to expose themselves by a valiant defence 
to the animosity of so numerous and despe- 
rate a mob, to whom they were on the pre- 
sent occasion much more than usually db« 
noxious. 

There was a centind upon guard, who 
(that one town-guard sddier might do his 
duty on that eventful evening,) presented 
his piece, and desired the foremost of the 
rioters to stand off. The young amazon, 
whom Butler had observed particularly ac« 
live, sprung upon the soldier, seized his 
dtiusket, and after a struggle succeeded iu 
wrenching it from him, and throwing him 
down on the causeway. One or two sol- 
diers who endeavoured to turn out to the 
support of their centinel, were in the same 
manner seized and disarmed, and the mob 
without difficulty possessed themselves g£ 
the Guard-house, disarming and turning 
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out the rest of the men on duty. It was 
remariced^ that uot\Kdthstanding the city 
soldiers had been the instrumeats of the 
slaughter which this riot was designed to 
revenge, no ill usage or even insult was of« 
ferad to them. It seemed as if the ven- 
geance of the people disdained to stoop at 
any head meaner than that which they con- 
sidered as thesource and origin of their ia« 
juries. 

On possessing themselves of the guards 
the first act was to destroy the drums by 
which they supposed an sdarm might he 
conveyed to the garrison in the castle; 
for the same reason they now silenced their 
own, which was beaten by a young fellow^ 
son to the drummer of Portsburgh^ whom 
they had forced upon that service. Their 
next business was to distribute among the 
boldest of the rioters the guns, bayonetSf 
partiz^ns, halberts, and battle pr Lochaber 
axes. .Until this period the principal rioters 
had preserved silence on the ultimate ob* 
ject of: their risings as being that which all/ 
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knew, but none expressed. Nowj however, 
having accomplished all the preliminary 
p^rts of their designs they raised a trem^i- 
dous shout of " Porteous ! Porteous ! To 
the Tolbooth ! To the Tolbooth !" 

They proceeded with the same prudehce 
when the object seemed to be nearly in 
their grasp, as they had done hitherto when 
success was more dubious* A strong party 
of the rioters^ drawn up in front of the 
Luckenbooths, and facing down the street, 
prevented all access from the eastward, md 
the west end of the defile formed by the 
Luckenbooths was secured in the same man- 
ner ; so that the Tolbooth was completely 
surrounded, and those who undertook the 
task of breaking it open effectually secured 
against the risk of interruption. 

The magistrates, in the mean while, had 
taken the alarm, and assembled in a tavern^ 
with the purpose of raising sottf e s|pength 
to subdue the rioters. The deacons, or 
presidents of the trades, were applied tO| 
but declared there was little chance of 

d 
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their being useful where it was the object 
to save a man so obnoxious. Mr Lindsay^ 
member of parliament for the c^ty» vo- 
lunteered the perilous task of carrying a 
verbal message from the Lord Provost to 
Colonel Moyle^ the commander of the re- 
giment lying in the Canongate, requesting 
him to force the Netherbow-Port, and en- 
ter the city to put down the tumult. But 
Mr Lindsay declined to charge himself with 
any written order, which, if found on his 
person by an enraged mob, might have 
cost him his life ; and the issue of the appli- 
cation was, that Colonel Moyle^ having no 
written requisition from the civil authori« 
ties, and having the fate of Porteous before 
his eyes as an example of the severe con>- 
struction put by a jury on the proceedings 
of military men acting on their own respon- 
jsibility, declined to encounter the risk to 
which the Provost's measures invited him. 
More than one messenger was dispatched 
by different ways to the Castle, to require 

VOL. !• Qt 
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the commanding officer to march down his 
troops, to fire ja few canncm^sfaot, . or even 
to throw a shell among the mob, for the 
purpose of clearing the streets. Bat so 
strict and watchful were the various patroles 

/ whom tl^ rioters had established in different 
parts of the street, that none of the emissa- 
ries of the magistrates could reach the gate 

' of the Castle. They were, however, turn- 
ed back without either injury or insult^ 
and with nothing more of menace than 
was necessary to deter them from again at^ 
tempting to carry their errand. 

The same vigilance was used to prevent 
eveVy body of the higher, and those which^ 
in this case» might be deemed the more sus* 
picious orders of society, from appearing in 
the street, and observing the movements, or 
distinguishing the persons, of the riokesli^ 
Every person in the garb of a geqtiemaa 
was stopped by small parties of two or three 
of the mob, who partly exhorted, partly re- 
quired of them, that they should return to 
the place from whence they came. Many 
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a quadrille table was spoiled that memora- 
ble evening j for the sedan chairs of ladies^ 
.at)d even of the highest rank, were inters 
jiipt^d ip their passage from one point to 
finpther, in despite of the laced footmen 
^and blading flambeaux. This was uniform- 
ly done with a deference and attention to 
the feelings of the ladies, which could hard- 
ly have been expected from the videttes of 
a o^ob so desperate. Those who stopped 
the chair usually made the excuse, that 
there was much disturbance on the streets, 
^^kI that it was absolutely necessary for the 
lady's safety that the chair should turn back. 
They ofiered themselves to escort the chairs 
which they had thus interrupted in their 
progress, from the apprehension, probably^ 
that some of those who had casually united 
themselves to the riot alight clisgrace their 
systematic and determined plan of ven- 
geance, by those acts of general insult and 
licence which are common on similar oc- 
casions. 
Persons are yet living who rememjber to 
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have heard from the mouths of ladies thus 
interrupted on their journey in the mailner 
\ve have described, that thejr were escorted 
to their lodgings by the young men who 
stopped them, and even handed out of their 
chairs, with a polite attention far beyond 
what was consistent with their dress, which 
was apparently that of journeymen mecha- 
nics. It seemed as if the conspirators, like 
those who assassinated the Cardinal Bea- 
toun in former days, had entertained the 
opinion, that the work about which they 
went was a judgment of Heaven, which, 
though unsanctioned by the usual authori- 
ties, ought to be proceeded in with order 
and gravity. 

. While their outposts continued thus vi- 
gilant, and suffered themselves neither from 
fear nor curiosity to neglect that part of the 
duty assigned to them, and while the main 
guards to the east and west secured them 
against interruption, a select body of the 
rioters thundered at the door of the jail, 
and demanded instant admission. No one 
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angwered, for the outer keeper had pru- 
dently made his escape mth the keys at 
the commencement of the riot, and was 
nowhere to be found. The doors were in* 
stantly assailed with sledge-hammers, iron- 
crows, and the coulters of ploughs, ready 
provided for the purpose, with which they 
prized, heaved, and battered for some time 
with little effect, the door being of double 
oak planks, clenched both endJong and 
athwart witli broad-headed nails, and so 
hung and secured as to yield to no means 
of forcing, without the .expenditure of 
much time. The rioters, howevltr, seem* 
ed determined to gain admittance. Gang 
after gang relieved each other at the ex- 
ercise, for, of course, only a few could 
work at a tiqie ; but gang after gang re- 
tired, exhausted with their violent exer- 
tions, without making much progress in 
forcipg the prison-doon Butler had been 
led up near to this the principal scene of 
action ; so near, indeed, that he was aU 
most deafened by the unceasing clang of 
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the heavy forehummers against th6 iron-- 
bound portals of the prison. He began to 
entertain hopes> as the task seemed pro-^ 
tracted, that the populace might give it 
over in despair, or that some rescue might 
arrive to disperse them. There wste -a mo- 
iKient at which the latter seemed probable. 
The magistrates, having assembled their 
dfficers, and some of the citizens who were 
willing to hazard themselves for the public 
tranquillity, not^ sallied forth from th* ta* 
tern where they held their sitting, and ap- 
proached the pdint of ditnger. Their o£lU 
cers went before them with links and torchesi 
With a herald tb read the riot-aci, if needs-r 
sary. They easily drove before theni the 
outposts and videttes of the ridters ; but 
when they approached the line of guard 
which the mob, or ndtbier, we should say^ 
the conspirators, had drawto licrttss thb 
street in the front of the LubkenbOothsr, 
they were received with an uhiDt^rmiftt^ii 
volley of stones, and, on their fieafer ap- 
proach, the pikes, bayo^ets^ koA Lochdfter- 
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txed» of which tbe populace liad possessed 
tbemsielvesy were presented against fbem* 
One of thek or diufy officers^ a strong re* 
solute fellow^ went forward, seized a rioter, 
and took from hifn a musket ; but, being 
unsupported^ he was instantly thrown oa 
his back in the streets and disarmed in hm 
tunu The officer was too happy to be 
permitted U> rise and run away without re- 
ceiving any^&rther injury ; which afforded 
anothef remarkable instance of the mode 
in which these men had united a sort of 
moderation towards all others, with the 
most inflexible inveteracy against the ob- 
ject of theur resentment* The magfetrates^ 
after vain attempts to make themselves 
heard and obeyed^ possessing no means of 
enibrcing their auliiority, were constrained 
(o abandon the £^ to the riotfers, and re- 
treat in all speed from the showers of mis- 
siles that whistled around their ears. 

llie passive resistance of the Tolbooth 
ptomised to do more to baffle the purpose 
of the mob than the active interibrmce of 
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the magistrates. The heavy sledge-bam- 
liters continued to din against it without 
intermissioh, and with a noise which, echoed 
from the lofty buildings around the spot, 
seemed enough to have alarmed the garri-^ 
son in the Castle. It was circulated among 
the rioitersi that the troops would marcH 
down to disperse them, unless they could 
execute their purpose without loss of time $ 
or that, even without quitting the fortress, 
the garrison might obtain the same end by^ 
throwing a bomb or two upon the street 

Urged by such motives for apprehen-* 
sion, they eagerly relieved each other at 
the labour of assailing the Tolbooth door ; 
yet such was its strength, that it still de» 
fied their efforts. At length, a voice was 
heard to pronounce the words, « Try it 
with, fire." The rioters, with an unanimous 
shout, called for combustibles, and as all 
their wishes seemed to be instantly sup^ 
plied, they were soon in possession of two 
or three empty tar-barrels. A huge red 
glaring bonfire soon arose close to the door 
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of the prison^ sending up a tall column q£ 
smoke and flame against its antique turrets 
md strongly grated windows, and illuminar- 
ting the ferocious faces and wild gestures 
of the rioters who surrounded the place, 
as well as the pale and anxious groupes of 
those who, from windows in the vicinage, 
watched the progress of this alarming scene. 
The mob fed the fire with whatever they 
could find fit for the purpose* The flames 
roared and crackled among the heaps of 
nourishment piled on the fire, and a terri- 
ble shout soon announced that the door 
had kindled, and was in the act of being 
destroyed* The fire was suffered to de- 
cay, but, long ere it was quite extinguish- 
ed^ the most forward of the rioters rushed, 
in their impatience, one after another, over 
its yet smouldering remains. Thick show- 
ers of sparkles rose high in the air, as man 
after man bounded over the glowing embers 
and disturbed them in their passage. It was 
now obvious to Butler, and all others who 

6 2 
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were present^ that the rioters wocild be int* 
stantly in {>o8se8sion of their vxctim, aond 
liave it in their p6wer to ivork tbdir jAesu 
sbre upoh hhn^ whatever that might be. 
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. CHkVTEIk VI. 

The «v0 you tMch vm» we will execute; aiid it shall ^ 
Bard but we will better the iostruction. 

Merchant of Venice, 

Tat unhappy object of tfads rettarkable 
i^iftturbaiicfe had been tkmt day delivered 
firom the apprehenuoii.of^di puUic execu- 
itoD^ and ihn joy was tbe jgoeater^ 9S he bad 
aome raason to .quntian whether goviern- 
ment would have iilia:.th|a!ri8k of unpopula- 
4dty !by interfering id his &vQiir, after he 
had been legaUy oaovicted by the verdict 
of a jury» of a t^rime so very obnoxiout. 
Aelieved from tius doubtful state of tqii^» 
his heart was mfirry wtthio him, and he 
thought^ in the eoopbattc words of Scrip- 
ture on a BhodLilarocOasion^ that surely the 
bifcfaecDeBsof .daath i was past. Some of his 
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friends, however, who had watched the maa- 
ner and behaviour of the crowd when they 
were made acquainted with the reprieye» 
were of a different opinion. They augured^ 
from the unusual sternness and silence with 
which they bore tbf^r disappointment, that 
the populace nourished some scheme of 
sudden and desperate vengeance, and they 
advised Portions to lose no time in peti<- 
tioning the proper authorities, that he might 
be coaveyed to the Castle under a sufficient 
guard, to remain there in security until his 
ultimate fate should be determined* Ha- 
'bituated, however, by his office, to despise 
and overawe the rabbit of the city, Foite- 
ous could not suspect them of an attempt 
so audacious as to storm si strong and de- 
fensible prison ; and, despising the advice 
by which be might ^ have been saved, he 
spept the afternoon of the eventful dayJn 
givii^ an entertainment to some friends 
who visited him in jail, sevlsral: of whom, 
by the indulgence of the. Captain of the 
Tolbooth, with whom li^ bad an old inti- 
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niacy^ arising from their official connection, 
were even permitted to remain to supper 
with him, though contrary to the rules of 
the jaiL 

It was, therefore, in the hour of unalloy- 
ed mirth, when this unfortunate wretch was 
*^ full of bread/' hot with wine, and high in 
mistimed and ill-grounded confidence, and 
alas ! with all his sins full blown, when the 
first distant shouts of the rioters mingled 
with the song of merriment and intemjpe- 
rance* The hurried call of the jailor to the 
guests, requiring them instantly to depart, 
and his yet more hasty intimation that a 
dreadful and determined mob had possess- 
ed themsdlves of the city gates and guards . 
house, were the first explanation of these 
fearful clamours. 

Porteous might, however, have eluded 
the fury firom which the force of authority 
could not protect him, had he thought of 
slipping on some disguise, and leaving the 
prison along with his guests. It is probable 
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that the jailor might bare ccmmved at hm 
escape, or ^ven that in the huny of iMs 
jlsurihing contiDgency he m^t not liave 
observed it. But Porteous and his friends 
aUke watit^ presence of mind to surest 
lor execute such a plaai of escape. The 
Armer hastily fled from a place where their 
own safety seemed compromised^ and the 
latter, in a state resembling stiqiefactioo^ 
awaited in his a^rtmenttbe termination of 
ihe enterprise of the rioters* TbeceMr- 
titm of the dang tif the instrisments with 
which they had at first attempted to force 
the door, gave htm mmnentairy relief. The 
flattering hopea^ thafcthemilitary had manib- 
^d into the eity, ^either 'from the Castle or 
from ilte -snbarbs^ aad that the iii>ters weite 
intimidated and dispersing, were soon d& 
Mrbyied by the broad and glaring light of 
the flames* which^ iiikiminattng through the 
gr£^ed window eV.ery .donier of his aparfr- 
ftient, pkitly ^^owiBd'that the mob, detCB- 
tnined on tlieir fatal purpose, faswl adopted 



a m^ns of forcing entraitic^ eqtiUkUf de^^es- 
rate and cettsAn. 

Hie audden glure of hght raggeited to 
thig ijttipified and astonished object cf poptN 
kr hatred the possibility of conceahnent or 
escape* To rush td the chimney, to ascend 
it at the risk of suflbcation, was the ofily 
meatis which seem to have occurred to him ^ 
but his progress was speedily stopped by 
one of those iron gratings, which are, for 
file s^e of security, usually placed across 
iitie venid of buildings de^gis^ for hnpri* 
itonineitt. The bars, however, which im«. 
j[ieded his farther {Progress, served to supi. 
pott him in the situation wbtdh be had 
gained, and he teifiJ6d fiiem with the tena* 
cious grasp of one who esteemed hims^ 
clinging to his last hope of existence. The 
larid light, ti^hich had Med the apartment 
lowered and died away ; the sound of shontl^ 
was beard within the walls, and on the nar^- 
low and winding stair, w!faich> cased within 
0ne of the turrets , gave access to the upper 
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aipartxnents of the prison. The huzssa of 
the rioters was answered by a shout wild 
and desperate sis their own, the Cry, name- 
ly, of the imprisoned felons, who, expect- 
ing to be liberated in the general confu- 
sion, welcomed the mob as their deliverers* 
By some of these the apartment of Porteous 
.was pointed out to his enemies. The ob- 
stacle of the lock and bolts was ^oon over- 
come, and from his hiding-place the unfor- 
tunate man heard his maries search eveiy 
cornelr of the apartment, with oaths and ma* 
ledictiOdS/which would but shock the reader 
if we recorded them, bu^ which served to 
prove, could it have admitted of doubt, the 
settled purpose of soul with which they 
sought his destruction. ^ 

A place of concealment so obvious to 
suspicion and scrutiny as that which Por- 
teous had chosen, could not long screen 
him from detection. He was dragged from 
his lurking place, with a violence which 
seemed to argue an intention to put him 
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to death on the spot. More than one wea« 
pon was directed towards him, when one 
of the rioters, the same whose iemale dis- 
guise had been particularly noticed by 
Butler, interfered in an authoritative tone. 
** Are ye mad ?" he said, ** or would ye 
execute an act of justice as if it were a 
crime and a cruelty? This sacrifice wiU 
lose half its savour if we do not o£fer it at 
the very horns of the altar. We will have 
him die where a murderer should die, on 
the common gibbet-^We will have him die 
where he spilled the blood of so many in* 
nocents V" 

A loud shout of applause followed the 
proposal, and the cry, << To the gallows 
with the murderer !— To the Grass-mteket 
with him !" echoed on all hands. 

** "Let no man hurt him," continued the 
speaker ; *< let him make his peace with 
God, if he can ; we will not kill both his 
soul and body." 

« What time did he gi^e better folk for 
preparing their account?" answered seve^ 
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ral voicQ«.r ^* Let us mete to him^ with thc^ 
same measuFe lie gi'ed to them*'* 

But theppmion of the spokesman beftter 
suited the teiBpert of those he tddi^essed^ a^ 
temper rather stubborn tibtan impetuous^ 
wd desifioita of impo^dg" apon their cifuei' 
and revengeful aolion a skew .of justice 
4nd modera^oiK 

For an^ iostant tbi^ xnaxt ^iited the piiw 
S0ner, whom he ec»isi^fd ta a' selected? 
guards with iftstruetioiis to perttitt bhxi! ii& 
give his m<Miey aiid prc^rty to wbpmscM 
ever he pleased. A piefson con&ied in 
the jail for debt received this U^t deposifc 
firom; $he tfemUitig b^lid <Kf thb vicliin, 
who was at the same ttfUe pcarmifeted to 
make some other brief arrangemenfts to 
meet his approdcbin^ fate. The felons, 
mxd idl others who wished to Leave the jailt 
yfttQ BOW at full libeffty to do so; nofc tibat 
thQir Ubetatlou made asypwt of the set* 
tied purpose of the rioters, but it fettowed 
as almost a necessary cdriseqamce of their 
£orcing the jail doors. With wild cries of 
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r jubilee they joined th^ mob, of disappear^ 
ed among the. narrow latiea to seek odt the 
eoncealed receptacles of vice and infamy^ 
where they were accustomed to lark and 
eooceal themselves from justice^ Two per<k 
sotis, a man about fifty year£^ d)d, and a girl 
abdut eighteen, were all wha continued 
within the fatal walls^ excepting two ot 
three debtors, who probably saw bo advan* 
tage in attempting their escape^ The per^ 
sons we have mentioned refldaiiiied iti the 
strong-room of the prison, now deserted by 
^ others. One of their late companions in 
misfortune called out td the man to make 
his esdape, in the toiie of an a<)qattintanbe. 
» BAn for it, RatcU£^«-^the road^ clear.'' 

" It may be sae, Willie," answered Rat-^ 
cliffe, composedly, ** but I have ta^en a 
fancy to leave aff trade^ and sift ttp for atif 
honest man." 

<< Stay there, and be hanged fbr ft dbn- 
nard aotd deevil," said the othet, and rt^ti^ 
down tfte pmoh-stait. 



r 
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The person whom we have distioguished 
as one of the most active rioters, was about 
the same time at the ear of the young wo- 
man. ^< Flee» Effie, flee,'' was all he had 
time to whisper. She turned towards him 
an eye of mingled fear, affection, and up- 
braiding, all contending with a sort of stu« 
pified surprise. He again repeated, ^* Flee, 
i^e, flee, for the sake of a' that's good 
and dear to ye." Again she gazed on him, 
but was unable to answer. A loud noise 
was now heard, and the name of Madge 
Wildfire was repeatedly called from the 
bottom of the stair- case. 
. «' I am coming, — ^I am coming," said 
the person who answered to that appella^ 
tive i and then reiterating hastily, ^^ For 
God's sake— -for your ain sake-r-for my 
sake, flee, or they'll take your life !"^ he left 
the strong-room. 

The girl gazed after him for a moment, 
and after faintly muttering, " Better tyne 
life, since tint is gude fame," she sank her 
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head upon her band^ and remained, seem- 
ingly, unconscious as a statue of the noise 
and tumult which passed around her. 

That tumult was now transferred from 
the inside to the outside of the Tolbooth. 
The mob had brought their destined victim 
forth, and were about to conduct him to 
the common place of execution, whicji 
they had fixed as the scene of his death. 
The leader, whom they distinguished by 
the name of Madge Wildfire, had beea 

• 

summoned to assist at the procession by 
the impatient shouts of his confederates. 

<< I will ensure you five hundred pounds," 
said the unhappy man, grasping Wildfire^s 
hand — ** five hundred pounds for to save 
my life/* 

The other answered in the same under- 
tone, and returning his grasp with one 
equally convulsive, " Five hundred-weight 
of coined gold should not saye you — Re- 
member Wilson." 

A deep pause of a minute ensued, when 
Wildfire added, in a more composed tone, 
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«* Make your peace with Heaven— Where 
38 the clergyman ?'' 

Butler, who, in great terr<^ and anxiety^ 
iiad been detained within a few yards of 
the Tolbooth door, to wait the event of the 
search after Porteous, was now brought 
forward, and commanded to walk by the 
|>risoner*s side, and to prepare him for im- 
mediate death* His answer was a suppli- 
^tion that the rioters would consider what 
^ey did. ** You are nether judges nor 
^ry/' said he* *♦ You cannot have, by the 
laws of God or man,, power to take away 
the life of a human creature, however de- 
serving he may be of death. If it is mur- 
der even in a lawful magistrate to execute 
an offender otherwise than iq the place, 
time, and manner which his sentence pre*- 
sctibes, what must it be in you, who have 
no warrant for your interference. J3ut your 
own wills ? In the name of Him who is all 
Mercy ! shew mercy to this unhappy man, 
and do not dip your hands in his blood, 
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nor rush into the very crime vi^bich yoa are 
desirous of avenging.'^ 

<^ Cut your sermon short — ypu are not 
in your pulpit," answered one of the riotera» 

*< If we hear more of your davers," said 
another, << we are like to hang you up be» 
side him*" 

«« Peace— hush !" said Wild&e. <« Dp 
the good man no skaith— *he discharges his 
conscienccj and I like him the better*" 

He then addressed Butler, *< Now, sir, 
we have patiently heard you, and we just 
wish you to understand, in the way of go* 
swer, that you may as well argue to th^ 
ashler-wark and iron-staunchels of the ToU 
booth as think to change our purppse—r 
Blood must hav$ blood. We have swora 
to each other by the d^pest oaths ever 
were pledged, that Porteous should die the 
death he deserves sae richly } therefore, 
speak no more tb us, but prepare him ^r 
death as well as the brieihess of his chaqge 
will permit." 

They had suffered the unfortunate Per- 
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teouB to put on his night-gown and slippers, 
as he had thrown off his coat and shoes, in 
order to facilitate his attempted escape up 
the chimney. In this garb he was now 
mounted on the hands of two of the rioters, 
clasped together, so as to fo^m what is call- 
ed in Scotland, "The King's Cushion.** 
Butler was placed close tQ his side, and re- 
peatedly urged to perform a duty always 
the most painful which can be imposed on 
a clergyman deserving of the name, and 
now rendered more so by the peculiar and 
horrid circumstances of the criminal's case. 
Porteous at first uttered some supplications 
for mercy, but when he found that there 
was no chance that these would be attend- 
ed to, his military education, and the natu- 
ral stubbornness of his disposition, combi- 
ned to support his spirits. 

^< Are you prepared for this dreadful 
«nd ?*' said Butler, in a faultering voice. 
«< O turn to Him, in whose eyes time and 
space have no existence, and to whom a 

2 
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ftw minutes are as a lifetime, and a life- 
time as a minute/' 

" I believe I know what you would say,** 
said Porteous, sullenly. ^^ I was bred a 
soldier ; if they -will murder me without 
time, let my sins as well as my blood lie at 
their door*** 

" Who was it," said the stem voite of 
Wildfire, •• that said to Wilson at this very 
spot, ^hen he could not pray, owing to the 
galling agony of his fetters, that his pains 
would soon be over ?— I say to you to take 
your own tale home j and if you cannot 
profit by the good man^s lessons, blame not 
them that are still more merciful to you 
than you to others." 

The procession now moved forw&rd with 
a slow and determined pace. It was en- 
lightened by mapy blazing links ahd torches ; 
for- the actors of this work were so far from 
affecting any secrecy on the occasion, that 
they seemed even to court observatiou. 
Their principal leaders kept close to the 

VOL. I, H 
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person of the prisoper, nvho^e palli^ yet 
stubborn features were seen d^tiitotly by 
the tqrch.light, as hid person was raised 
GqnsjLderably above the conqourse whidi 
thronged arQund him. Tho^e who bore 
twordsi muskets, and battle-axes, march- 
ed on each side, as if forming a xegvi^ 
.guard tp r^he ptocespioo. Tl^e .win4(^w8, as 
th^ went alongi were filled with the inha- 
bitants, whose slumbers had been broker^ by 
this ui^usual disturbance. Sotne of the 
spectators muttered^accents of encours^e- 
jment^ but in general they were ^ vfmch 
appaUed by a sight so str;ange >fid ^Audih 
pious, that they looked on ^with a sort of 
stupified astonishment. No one offeredi bjr 
,act or wordj the slightest interruption. 

The rioters, on their part, continued to 
act with the same air of deliberate confi- 
;dence and security which had marked all 
their proceedings. When the object of 
th^ir reeientment dropped one of his slip* 
pers, they stopped, sought for |t, avd re- 
placed it upon his .foot with grei^t^deHMMBra* 
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tion. As they. descended the Bow towards 
the ibtal spot where tbe^ designed to com- 
plete theur purpose, it was suggested that 
there ^ould be a rope kept in readiness. For 
this purpose the booth of a n^an who dealt 
in oorda^e was forced open, a coil of rope 
fit for their purpose was selected to serve 
«s a bplter, Apd the dealer next morning 
foiind diat a guinea had been left on his 
QPUIitw in €)xohange ; so anxious were the 
perpo^trators of this cLaring action to shew 
tiMM> ithey meditaited not the slightest wrong 
or .infraction of law, excepting so far a» 
Forteoufi was himself concerned. 

f 

X^ading^ or carry ipg along, with them, 
in tliis;deterQi|n«d.and regular manner, the 
object 4sf .their yefpgatnce, i^ey at length 
tfiaohjsd the place of common execution^ 
the scene of his crime, and destined spot 
of )u|9i jfiii^rings. 8c;Teral; of the rioters (if 
tbey should not lather be.de^ibedas con-, 
9p.i$^ton).m4$^avpu?§4 to j^pye the stpne 
which filled tip the socket in which the end 

10 
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of the fatal tree was sunk when it was erecft* 
ed for its fatal purpose ; others sought for 
the means of constructing a temporary gib* 
bet, the plaee m which the gallows itself 
was deposited being reported too secure to 
he forced, without much loss of time* But- 
ler endeavoured to avail himself of the d6« 
lay afforded by these circumstances, to turn 
(he people from theirdesperatedesign. **For 
God's sake," he exclaimed, ^' remember it 
is the image of your Creator which you. are 
about to deface in tlie person of this unfor- 
tunate man ! Wretched as he is^ and wick- 
ed as he may be, he has a share in every 
promise of Scripture, and you cannot de- 
stroy him in impenitence without blotting 
his name from the Book of Life — Do not 
destroy soul and body ; give time for pre- 
paratton,'* 

" What time had they," returned a atem 
voice, ** whom he murdered on this very 
spot ?— The laws both jof God and man call 
for his death." 

9 



THB neJUBLT or biid-lothun. 173 

^ But wfaaty my friends," insisted .But« 
ler, .with a generous disregard to his owa 
safety— ^*< what hath constituted you his 
judges ?' 

« We are not his judges^" replied the 
3ame person ; ^^ he has been already judged 
and condemned by lawful authdiity. We 
are those whom Heaven, and our righteous 
anger, have stirried up to execute judgment, 
when a corrupt government would hav£ 
protected a murderer.? 

•• I am none,*' said the unfortunate Por- 
t/eou&;. *' that which you charge updn* me 
fell out in self-defencei . in the lawful exer^ 
qiseof my duty.? 

. •* Away with him— away with him !" was 
the general cry. " WJiy do you trifle awiiy . 
time in making aigallows ?-r-that dyester's 
pole is good enough for the homicide;'' 

The unhappy man was forced to his fate 
with remorseless rapidity. Butler, separa- 
ted from him by the press, escaped the last 
horrors, of his struggles. Unnoticed by. 
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thoBb Wfaro had hittertb deUikied hima dA a 
prisoiiei', be fled from the fatal spdt, withy 
out much caritt^ in what* direction hir 
eourse lay. A loud shout proclaimed the 
stern ddight with which the agents of this 
deed regarded its completidi). Butler then^ 
at the openitfg into the low street called 
the Cowgate, cast back a terrified glance^ 
and, by the red and dusicy light of the 
torches, he could y discern a flguire waver- 
ing and struggling as it- hutig suspended 
above the heads of the multitude. The 
sight was' of a nature to ddtfble his' hoftetf 
uid to add wirigs to his flight Hie street' 
down which he ran opens to one of the 
eastern ports or gates of the city. Butler 
did not stop till he reached it, but found- 
it still shut< He waited nearly an hour, 
walking up and down in inexpressible per* 
turbation of miild. At length he ventured 
to call out, iffid rouse the- attention of the" 
terrified keepers^of the:gMe, who now found 
themsdves at libe^ to resume their office 



♦ 
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without interraption. Butler requested them 
to open the gate. They hesitated. He told 
tbem his Dftme and occupation. . 

" He is a preacher,** said one ; " I have ^ 
heafd him preach in Haddo's-hole.** 

^^ A fine preiaching has he been at the 
nighty'* said another; ** but maybe least 
sAid is sunest mended." 

Opening then the wicket in one of the 
leaves of the main-gate, the keepers suffer-: 
ed BnUer to depart, who hastened to carry 
his horror and fear from beyond the walls of 
Edinburgh. His first purpose was, instantly ' 
to take the road homeward ; but other fears 
and cares, connected with the news he had ' 
leiKnyed in that remarkable day, induced him 
toUnger in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh 
imti) daybreak. More than one groupe of 
persons passed hitn as he was whileing away 
the hours of darkness that yet remained, 
whom, from the stifled tones of their dis- 
course, the unwonted hour when they tra* 
vell^d^ and the hasty-pace at which they 
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walked,, he cbujectur^d to have been en- 
gaged in the late fatal transaction* 

^ Certain it was, that the sudden and total 
dispersion of the rioters, when their vindic- 
tive purpose was accomplished, seemed not 
the least remarkable feature of this singular 
affair. In general, whatever may be the im- 
pelling motive by which a mob is at first 
raised, the attainment of their object has 
il3ually been oiily found to lead thQ way to 
farther excesses. But not so in the present 
case. They seemed completely satiated with 
the vengeance they l^ad prosecuted with 
such staunch and sagacious activity. When 
they were fully satisfied that life had aban- 
doned their victin?, they dispersed in every 
direction; throwing down the weapons which 
they had only assumed to enable them to 
carry through their purpose. At daybreak 
tliere remained not the least token of the 
"events of the night, excepting the corpse 
of Porteous, which remained suspended in 
the place where he had safferedi and the 
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arms of various kinds which the rioters bad 
taken from the city guacd-housci and which 
remained scattered about the streets as they 
had thrown them from their hands» when 
the purpose, for which they had seized them 
was accomplished. 

The ordinary magistrates of the city re^ ^ 
sumed their power, not without trembling 
at the late experience of the fragility of its 
tenure. To. roaf ch troops into the city, and 
commence a severe enquiry into the trans« 
actions of the preceding night,;^ were the 
first marks of returning energy which they 
displayed. But these events had been con« 
ducted on so secure and well^ calculated a 
plan of safety and. secrecy^ that there was 
little or nothing learned to throw light up^ 
on the authors or principal actors in a scheme . 
so audacious. An express was dispatched 
to London with the tidings, where they ex« 
cited great indignation and surprise in the 
council of regency, and particularly in th^ 
bosom of Queen Caroline, who considered . 
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her own audiority as exposed to oontei^pfi 
by the success of this singular conspiracy; 
Nothing was spoke of for some time save 
the measure of vengeance which should be 
taken, not only on the actors of this trage« 
dy^ so soon as they should be, discovered^ 
but upon the magistrates who had sufi^ed 
it to take place, and upon the city which 
had been the scene where it was exhibited; 
Upon this occ&sion, it is still recorded iit 
popular tradition, that her Majesty, in the 
height of her displeasure, told the celebra^ 
ted John, Duke of Argyle^ that, soonel 
than submit to such an insult; she would 
.make Scdtland a hunting*field.^ << In tba;t 
case, madam," answered that higb-spiriteid 
nobleman, with a^ profound bow; ^* I ^131 
take leave of your Majesty, and gc^ dams 
to my own country to get my hoondtf 
ready/' 

The import of the reply Imd mdre than 
met the ear: and as most of the Scctf tisli 
nobiltiy and gentiy seieffi^ ^atieiuftdd by thd 
same national spirit^ tfae royal displeasure 
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waa necessarily checked in mid-voUey, and 
milder courses were recommended and 
adopted^ to some of which we may hereaf- 
ter have occasion to advertr 
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CHAPTER V|I. 

Arthnr's-Seat tbaH be my bed. 
The sheets shall nerer be pressed by me; 

St Anton's well shall be my drink, 
8ia' my true-love's forsaken me. 

Oid&mg. 

If I were to chuse a spot from which iht 
rising or setting sun could be seen to the 
greatest possible advantage, it would be 
that wild walk winding ground the foot of 
the high belt of semi-circular rocks, called 
Salisbury Crags, and marking the verge of 
the steep descent which slopes down into 
the glen on the south-eastern side of the 
city of Edinburgh. The prospect, in its 
general outline, commands a close-built 
high-piled city, stretching itself out be- 
neath in a form, which, to a romantic 
imagination, may be supposed to repre* 
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sent that of a dragon ; b.ow» a noble arm, 
of the sea, with its rocks, isles, distantr 
shores, and boundary of mountains; and 
now a fair and fertile cliampaign country, 
varied with hill, dale, and rock, and skirted 
by the varied and picturesque ridge of the 
Pentland Mountains. But as the path gent- 
ly circles around the base of the d^ the 
prospect, composed as it. is of these en- 
chanting and subliqjye subjects, changes at 
every step, aqd-presents them blended with 
or divided from each other, in every poii»ble 
variety which can gratify the eye and the, 
imagiiiation. When a piece of scenery so 
beautiful, yet so varied,^Hio exciting by its 
intricacy, and yet so sublimCf is lighted up 
by the tints of morning or. of evening, and 
displays all that variety of shadowy depth, 
exchanged with partial brilliancy, which 
gives character even to the tajnest of land- 
scapes, the effect approaches nearer to en* 
chantment. This path used to be my fa- 
tourite evening and morning resort, when 
engaged with a favourite tiutbor, or new 
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subject of Study. It is, I am infeiratedr 
liow become totally impasts^able ; a circtim* 
statifce which, if trtte, reflectsr little credit' 
on the taste <^ the Q66d Town or it9 
leaders^ 

It was from this fascinating p^tfa,-^the^ 
scebe to me of so much deHeibus musing, 
when lifts wiais young and proteis^ to be' 
h^ppy, that I have.be^ udable^to^ pass it' 
over' without ari episodical de9<rripiioD-^it' 
was, I say, from this romantic path ffia^ 
Butler &lM9 the moriilog aris6 the diiy aflef 
the nburder of Portebus; It was pos^file^ 
fbr hitu with ease to have found* a muth^ 
sbofter road to the house to which he waa^ 
directiiig his course, and, in fact, that which' 
he chos0. Wai^ extremely circuitous; But ib' 
€Oihp6s6rhis'Oi)Mi spirits, a well as ta whife" 
dnyir^y the time, until a proper hour fbr vi- 
sitif^g the family without surprise^ or dii- 
turbatfc^, he WiEOs iifd^ed to extend hMcir^ 
cuit by the fbot of th6 rocks, and to liug^" 
Upon' his wi^y uinfil th^ morbihg sAtobld be* 
<»niriderably sdvattiei^v Whil^ nbw stan^^ 
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kig "vtitk bin arms acrosRs, and waiting the 
slow process of the sun above the horizon, 
now sitting upon one of the nanierouaf frag- 
ments which stotMH had detached from the 
rocks above him, he is meditating, alter- 
nately, upon the horrible catasttophe which' 
he htid witnessed, and upon the nielaneho- 
ly, and to him Mbst in«eredting, news ^icK 
he had learned at Saddletree-s, we will givef 
the reader to< understand who- Butlek* \i^te,' 
and by what his fate wtfs <;onnedted^ witU 
that of Effie Dean6, the unfortunate hand- 
maiden of the catefiil Mrs Saddletree. 

Reuben Butler was of English extractidn, 
thou^ bora in' Scotland. His grandAthei* 
was a ttooper in Mmk's a!rmy, ai^d one (^ 
that party of disiaaounted dragdomS" which^ 
fofnved tjhe foi*lorn»hope ' at the storm of 
Ihrndee^m lft51; Stephen- Buder^ (called, 
frcHuhis talentain readinj^ and eiirpdundmg, 
Soripttiiie Stejihen atid Bible Butlei*,) was a' 
stninch ' independent, and^ re(:6ived in- ifi^ 
fuUe^f cbtapreHenbion the premise that the 
saints should idhetit the earth: Am h&td- 
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knocks were what 'had chiefly fallen to his' 
share hitherto in the division of this com- 
inoU'Pr<^erty» he lost not the opportunity 
which the storm and plunder of a commer- 
cial place afforded him, to appropriate aa 
large a share of the, better things of this 
world a$ he could r possibly compass. It 
would seem that he had succeeded indiffer^ 
ently well, for his exterior ciscumstances 
app^r, iq consequence o£< this event, to 
have been much mendf^L 
^ TThe troop to wh ich he belonged was quasu 
tered.^ the village pfDalkeith^. as forming 
the body guard of Monk, who, in the capa- 
city of general for the Commonwealth, re^ 
sided in. the neighbouring castle. When, on 
the eve of the Restoration, the general com^ 
menced bis march from Scotland, a measure 
pregnant with suchimportant consequences, 
be new-modelled his troops, and more^ es- 
pecially those immediately about his per- 
son, in order that they mightconsist entire* 
ly of individuals devoted to Himself. Upon 
tl)is. occasion Scripture Stephen was weighs 
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ed in the balance, and found wanting^ It 
wa^ supposed he felt no call to any expedi** 
tion which might endanger the reign of the* 
military sainthood^ and that he did not con- 
sider himself as free in conscience to join^ 
with any party which might ultimately ac- 
knowledge the interest of Charles Stuart,, 
the son of <^ the last man,"^ as Charles L. 
was. familiarly and irreverently termed by. 
them, in their common discourse, as well as. 
in their more elaborate predications and/ 
harangues. As the time did not admit of/ 
cMhie^mg such dissidents, Stephen Butler 
was only advised in a friendly way to give^ 
up his Inme and aecoutrements to. one of: 
Middleton's old troopers, whopos^e^sed an , 
apcommodating consciem^e of a military 
stamp, iand> which squared itself chiefly tip« 
on those, of the colonel and pity-qiaster. . 
As this hint came recommended by a cer- 
tain sum of arreass presently payable, Ste* : 
phen had carnal wisdom enough to em- 
brace the proposid, and with great indifieiw 
ence saw. hia old. corps, depart for ColcU 
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Stream, on their route for the soatb, te ' 
establish the tottmng goVeriimefit of £iig« 
land on a new basis. 

Th6 sBone of the ex trooperi to use Hoii«' 
race's phrase, was wei^t^ endugfa to pof^ * 
chase a cottage and two or threeiSelds (still ^ 
known by the name of Beersheba,) within • 
about a Scottish mile of Dalkeidi ; and there - 
did Stephen establish himself with a youth- 
ful helpmate/chosen out of the said viUi^g^ 
whose disposiUofn to* a cothfort^le setUe^ 
meijt on this side oftbegra<re reconciled ber 
td the gfufi^ mtahtfers, serioui temper, and ' 
w^ther-beaten fyisAttcM df the mfartial an-- 
thnsiast Stephen did not long survive the ' 
falling on «^ evlL da|^ and evil tiMgu^s,^' 
of which Milton^ in the same predicament^ 
jso mournfully complains. At his death his 
consort' remained an early widow, with a 
male child of three years old, which, in the 
sobriety wherewith it demeaned itself, in 
the old-fashioned and even grtm c&it of its 
features^ and in its' sententious mode of ex- 
pressing itself, would sufficiently have ifiih 
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(Kcated ^e fadnbur of the widow of Beef- 
sheba, had ahj one thou^ pt4)per to chal- * 
lenge the babe's descent from Bible Botlen 
Butler's principles bad riot descfefilded to^' 
his family, or extended themselV^ amtfiig ^ 
his neighboiifs. The air 6f Scotlaind wias 
alien to the growth of indepfcndencei how- 
ever favourable to fanaticidni under othef 
colour^ But, nevertheless^ they were riot' 
forgotten; and a certain neighbouring laird, ' . 
Who piqued himself Upon? the loyalty of Mi^ 
principles «♦ in the worst of tiriies;^ though' 
I never heard they exposed him to more* 
peril t%an that- of a brokeii h^ad, or a' 
night's lodging in the main guard, when 
wine and cavalierism predominated in his- 
upper stcfry, had found it a convenient' 
thing to rake up all matter of accusation^ 
against !the dece£ised Stephen, In tbis' 
enumeration his religious priticijplies made*^ 
no small figure, as, indeed, they toiiist have 
seeraed of the most exaggerated eilo^ihity 
to one whose owri ^e^e' so siftMl and so* 
faintly tracedi as to be well nigH iiriper- 
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cieipUble. In these circumstandeS) poor wi- 
dpw Butler was supplied with her full pro* 
portion of fines for non^-conformity, and all 
the other oppreteions of the time^ until 
Beershebawas fairly wrenched out of her 
hands, and becatpe the property of the 
l^rd who had so wantonly, as it had hitheri. 
to appeared 9 persecuted this poor forlorn, 
woman. When his purpose 'was fairly achie*. 
ved, he shewed some remorse or nK>dera* 
tjoni or whatever the reader may please to 
term it, in permitting her to occupy her 
husband's cottage, and cultiyate^on no very, 
l)eavy terms, a croft; of land adjacent Her 
son, Benjamin, in the meanwhile, grew up 
tp man's estate, and, moved by (hat im*. 
(Hilse which makes men seek marriage, 
even when its end can only be the perpe- 
tration of loisery, be married and brpught 
a wife, and, eventually, a son, Reuben, to. 
sb^re the poverty of Beersheba« 

The I^aird of Dumbiedikes had hitherto 
been moderate in his exactions, perhaps 
because he was ashamed tQ tax too highly 
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the miserable means of support which re- 
mained to the willow Butler* But when a 
atout active young fellow appeared as the 
iabourer of the croft ia question^ Dumbie- 
dikes i)egan to thmk so broad a pair of 
shoulders might bear an additional burthen. 
He regulatedi indeed, his management of 
his dependents (who fortunately were but 
few in number,) much upon the principle 
t>f the carters whom he observed loading 
their carts at a neighbouring eoal hill, and 
whomever failed to dap an additional brace 
^f hundred-weights t)n their burthen, so 
soon as by any means they had compassed 
a new jiorse of somewhat superior strength 
to that which had brokeid down the day 
before. Hpwever reasonable this practice 
appeared to the Laird of Dumbiedikes, he 
ought to have observed, that it may be 
overdone, and that it infers, as a matter 
of course, the destruction and loss of both 
horse, cart, and loading. Even so it be- 
fell when the additional ^^ prestations" 
came to be demanded of Benjamin Butler. 
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'A man' of few words, and few ideas, but 
attached to Beersheba with a feeling like 
that .which a vegetable entertains to the 
*!(pot in which it chances to be planted, he 
neither remonstrated with the Laird, nor 
endeavoured to escape from hino, but toil- 
ing night and day to accomplish the terms 
of his task-master, fell into a burning.fevet 
and died. His wife did not long survive 
him,' and, as if it had been the fate of this 
family to be left, orphaps, our JLeuben But- 
ler was, about the year d7D4-f ji, left in ) the 
aame circumstances in which his father had 
been placed, and under (he sbrne guardian- 
ship, being that of hii^ grandmother, the 
widow of Monk's old trx>open 

The same prospect of misery hung over 
the head of another tenant of this hard- 
hearted lord of the soil. This waa .a tough 
true-blue presbyterian, called Deans, who» 
though most obnoxious to the Laird on ac- 
count of principles in church /and ^tc^ 
Contrived. to maintain hisigcound upon the 
•estate by regular paymeat.of mail dutiesb 
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kaiOf arriage, carriage! dry multure, lock, 
^owpen^ and knaveship, and, all the various 
exactions now comiputed for money, and 
^fumped up in the emphatic word' afiNT. 
But the years 1700 and 1701, long remem* 
;b^i:edin Scotland for. dearth and general 
,4i§tfe^, ^pbdued the stput heart of the 
^agricultural whig. Citations by the ground- 
officer, decreets of the Baron Court, seques- 
trations, poindings of outsight and insight, 
flew about his ears as fast as ever the tory 
l^uUets whistled around those of the Cove- 
^nanters at Pentland, Both well Brigg, or 
Airdmoss. Struggle as he might, and he 
ftri^ggled gallantly, << douce D»vid Deans'' 
.was routed horse and foot, and lay at the 
-mercy of his grasping landlord just at the 
.time that Benjamin Butler died. The fate 
.{^ each fytniiy was anticipf^ted, but they 
.who prophoHcd their expulsion to beggaiy 
imd jruin, were diis^ppointed by m accident- 
jfl circumstance^ 

. On t}ie vtry j^im-day when their ejeo^ 
AktSk 8bQ)iI4iMVf« t»kfiti places when i^lLtheJr 
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neighbours were prepared to pity, and not 
t>oe to assist them^ the tninister t>f the pa- 
rish^ as well aB a doctot* from Edinburgh^ re-^ 
•ceived a hasty summons to attend the Laird 
of Dumbiedikes. Both were surprised, for 
his contempt for both faculties had been 
pretty commonly his theme over an extra 
4K).ttie, that is to say, at least once every 
^ay% The leech for the soul and he for 
the bpdy alighted in the court of the little 
old manor-house at almost the same time, 
and when they had gazed a moment at 
each other with sc^e suiprise, both in the 
'samebrciath expressed their conviction thii^ 
Dumbiedikes must needs be very ill indeeo 
since be summpned them both to his pre- 
sence at once. £re the servant could usher 
them to bis apartment the party was aug- 
mented by a man of law^ Ntchil Novit, wri* 
ting himself procurator before the Sheriff- 
court, for in those days there were no soli- 
citors. This latter personage was first sum- 
moned to the apartment of the I^aird, 
where, after some short space, the soul* 
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ewer and tbe liody-rarer were invited to 
Jotn him* 

Dtuxibnddik^B had beeaikyibisttiBe tnns. 
poited inb) $he best b«d^QOnif used only 
infioii occasioBS of death and mamage, and 
allied, from the former of these occupa* 
tionft, tbe Dead-Rooou There were! in this 
apartoieiitt besides jkhe.^iek person himself 
and .Mr No^it, the son and Jieir ^f tbe pa- 
tient, a taU gawky silly-Iooking boy of four- 
teen or fiftecQi and a house-^keeper, a good 
bnxom figure of a wp|naDi> betwixt forty 
and fifty, who had kept this keys and ma- 
tured matters at Dumbiddik^ since the 
lady's death. It was to t^ese attendants 
that Dumbiedikes addressed himsdif pretty 
nearly in these words j temporal and spiri- 
tual matters, the care of hi3 health-and his 
ati^irs^ being strangely juqlbled in a head 
which was never one of the clearest. 

^< These are sair times wi' me, gentlemen 
and neighbours! amaist as ill as at the 
aughty-nine, when I was rabbled by the 
collegeaners.-— They mKtQQk.me ifiuckle*-^ 

VOL, !• I 
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they ca'd me a papist, but th«r« wM^hetrar a 
papist bit about ine, inim8ter.«-Jock, ytfH 
lake wariiing--*it'd a debt we maun a' pay^ 
and there rtandaKiclnt Novit that witt tdi 
ye I was never gnde at paymg debts in t^ 
Hfe^— *Mr Novit^ yell no forgcft^o draw the 
annual rent tbafis doe on the yeii's band*^ 
' if I pay debt to other folk, I think they suld 
pay it to me-— tteu equals aquais>--Ji>ek, 
when ye hae naetbing else to d^/^yie ii^y 
be aye sticking in a tree ; it WiH be grow- 
ing, Jock, when ye'r^ sleeping. My fiitber 
uuld me sae forty y^s^rs siti% but I ne^er 
fand time 4o mind him-^Jock, ne^er dl^k 
brandy in the morning, it files the sianQiacfa 
sair; gtn ye take a morning's draught, let 
it be aqua mirabilia ; Jenny tbete makes it 
weel.-^— Doctor, my breath is growing as 
^ scant as a broken- winded piper's, when he 
has played for fouf-and-twenty hours fft a 
peany-wedding — Jenny* pit the cod aneath 
my head— but it's a' needless !<— Mass John, 
could ye think o' rattling ower some bit 
short prayer, it wad 4q me gude maybe. 
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j^nd keep some queer thoughts out o* my 
bead.*— Say Bometbingy mail '' 
' ^* I cannot oae a prayer Itke a rat rhyme/^ 
iansirered.lhe honert clergyman ; <^ and if 
3f«^u wonfal have your soul redeemed like a 
firey from the ibwler» Laird, you must needs 
aheiw me. your state of mind.^ 

*< And dkoudna ye ken that with«»ut my 
telling yoiif* aMwered the patient. "* What 
have I been paying stipend and teind par* 
sonage and vicai^e for, ever ain' the augh*^ 
ty->nifie« ao' i canna get a spell of a prayer 
fer't, the only time I ever aikked for ane in 
my life?r-*Oang awa' wi' your wbiggery, if 
tfiat's a' ye can dO;; auld Curate Ktltstoup 
wad hae read hatlf the Prayer- Book to me 
by this time— r Awa w'ye i<~Doctor, let's see 
if ye can do ony thing better for me.*" 

The Doctor, who had obtained some in- 
formation in the meanwhile from the house- 
keeper on the state of his complaints, as- 
sured faim the medical art could not pro- 
long his life man^ hours. 

^ Then damn JBif ass John and you baith V 
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cried the furious and untraoUible patient 
^< Did ye come here for nartUng but io 
tell me that ye caana help me at the pinch ? 
Otit wi' them, iTenny^-Kniti o' the bouse J 
and, Jock, m^ cutoe, and the <mie of Crovi- 
well go wi' ye; if ye gie them either fee or 
bountith, or sae muckte a& a Mack pair o' 
chex^erohs." \ : 

The clergyman air^dxloetor tiiade a a|i»eedy 
retreat oot of the apartment^ while Dumb- 
iedikes fell into one of those transports «f 
violent and profane laogoage/ which had 
procured httii the surnMife of Bamii«'ni4- 
dikes — ** Bring me the brandy bottle, Jen- 
ny, ye b i > i / *' he - cried, with a voice ih 
which pasnon contended With painw «< I 
can die as I have lived, without feshing 
ony o' them. But there'k ae thing," be said, 
sinking his voice«^^^ tkei'e's^'ae imifxA thing 
hings about my heart, and an anlcer of 
brandy winna wash it aWay-^Tbe Deana it 
Woodend !«— I sequieatrated them in the dear 
years, and now th^y are to>fiitt they'll starve 
•—and that Beersbeba, and that auld 4roop- 
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er's wife and her oe, they'll starve— thcyMl 
starve !-~Look out, Jock ; what jtiight is't i** 

'< Onding o' snaw, father," answered 
Jock^ after having opened the window, and 
looked Qut with great coinposure* 

^* They'll perish in t^e drifts/' said the 
expiring sii^ner^^-** they'll, perish wi' cauld I 
— but I'll be het aneugh, gin Sk* tales be 
true*" 

This. Ias4: observaitipn was made under 
breath, apd.iq 9 ton^ ^hich made the very 
attorney shudder. He tried his hand at 
ghostly 9c)vice» probably for the first time 
in his life^ and reciomxnended, as an opiate 
£pr the ^goni^ed conscience of the lairdi 
reparation, of, tlie inj^iyes he hqd done to 
these distressed famUj^s, .which, he obsetp 
ved by the way, the ciyil kw cal^d resH^ 
tutio in integrum* But Mammon was strug- 
gling with Reqwrse for retaining his place 
ia a bo8Kin\ be h^(} ^ Iqng pqss^ssed j and 
he partly yuqceeded) as an old tyrant proves 
often too strong for his insurgent rebels. 

^^ I canna do't,'' he answered, with a voice 
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of despain " It would kill me to do't— 
how can ye bid me pay back siller, when ye 
ken bow I want it ? or dispone Beersheba» 
when k lies.aae weel into my ain plaid- 
nutk? Nature made Dumbiedikea and 
Beershebs to be ae man'g hind^-*^Sbe did 

by ^ Nichil) it wad kiH me to part 

them.** 

*< But ye maun die whether or no. Laird, 
said Mr Novit } *< and maybe ye wad die 
eaner—* ifa but trying* I'll scroll the ;i^ 
poattion in nae time**^ ' 

*« Dinna speak o*t^ sir, or IHl fling the 
Stoup at your bead*-— But, Jo(Ck$ lad, ye see 
how the warld warstles wi' me on my death- 
bed — fie kind to the puir creatures the 
Peanses and the Butlers-«4)e kind to them, 
Jdck. Dimui let the warld get a grip o' 
ye, Jock— -but keep the gear tbegither! 
and what^'er ye do, dispone Beersheba at 
no rate. Let the creatures stay at a mo-^ 
, derate mailing, and hae bite and soup ; it 
will maybe be the better wi' your father 
wliare he's gaun, lad.** 
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After tbMe Mntradictory inMructioM^ 
Ae Laird felt his mind so much at ease 
that he drank three bumpers of brandy con- 
tinuousiy» and ** soughed awa^*^ as Jenny 
expressed it» in an attempt to sing, ^ De^il 
stick the minister.^ 

« 

His death made a revolution in favour of 
the distressed families. John Dumbie, now 
Dumbiedikesy in his* own right, seemed to 
be close and selfish enough } but wanted the 
grasping spirit and 'active mind of his fa- 
ther 4 and his guardian happened to agree 
widi hipoi in opinion, that his iather*s dying 
recommendation should be attended tb« 
The traants, therefore, were not actually 
turned out ofdoorsamoag the snow wreaths, 
and wer^ allowed wherewith to procure 
butter-milk and pease bannocks, which they 
eat under the full force of the original 
malediction. The cottage of Deans, called 
Woodend,, was not very distant from that 
at Beersheba. Formerly there had been 
little intercourse between the families. 
Deans was a sturdy Scotchman, with a|| 
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sorC of prejudices against the southern, and 
the sf^v^n of the southern. Moreover,' 
DeAtid/wfts^ as vre h^ve said, a stiaunch pren^ 
bjterian, of the most rigid and unbending 
adherence to what he conceived to be the 
only possible straight line; as he was^ wont 
to express himself, - between figbthand 
heats and ex^:renies, and left-hand defbc« 
tions ; and, therefore, he held in high dread 
and horror a}l independents, and whomso-^ 
ever he supposed allied to them*. 

But, notwithitfaftding these national' pre^ 
judices'^nd reUgions professions, Deans and 
the widow Butler were placed in such a si- 
tuation, a5 naturally created some intimacy 
between the families. They had shared a 
(K)mmon danger and a mutual deliverance. 
They needed each other^s assiistance, like a 
comparty, who, crossing a mountain stream, 
are compelled to cling close together, lest 
the current should be too powerful for any 

< 

t^ho are not thus supported. 

' On nearer acquaintance, too. Deans abated 
some of his preju^ees. He fbund Mrs But** 
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IfiT^ though not thoroughlj grounded io the 
extent and bearing qf the real testimony, 
ag^ipst the defections of the time?^ had no 
opinions in favour of the independent party ; 
nei|i)er w^s she an Englishwoman. There-, 
foi^e^ it waa tq be bpped, tbat^ though she 
^^ the ;ivii}ow of an enthu^stic corporal! 
of Crofn well's dr^gooi^s, it was possil^le her 
gir^ndsoq mi^t be neither schismatic nor 
9nti-natJ^ona)» two qualities concerning which^ 
Gi^pa^ P!B9<)s ^ad as wholesome a terror 
as against papists ai^d xpa|ign^nts. Above, 
al}, (for Donee I>aviiB^ Deans bad his weak 
si4e») h^ perceived that widow Butler look- 
ed MR. ^ I^^ '^^\^ reverence, listened to 
j^jis: .9dyice> ^nd compounded for an occa-, 
sional :ding,at the doctrines of her deceased 
hua^ndi tp which, as we have seen, she 
^as by po fnenns wart^ly attached , in con- 
sjiderj^tion f^ \i^c yfA^fiahle counsels whicli^ 
the. pxesbyterism pffo^^e^:, her for the ma- 
ttagem^nt of her little farm. These usual- 
ly cpnelttijedwith, •* they may do otherwise 

i2 
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in England, ne^hbour Butler, for aught I 
ken j'* or, *^ it may be different in foreign 
parts f or, ** they wha think differently o» 
the great foundation of our covenanted re-^ 
formation^ overturning and mishguggling 
the government and discipKne of the kiik, 
and breaking down the carved work of our 
2ion» might be for sawing the craft wi' aits ; 
but I say pease, pease."^ A^d as his advice 
was shrewd and sensible^ though conceited- 
ly given, it was received with gratitude^ 
and followed with respect. 

The intercourse which took place be- 
twixt the families at Beersheba and Wood^ 
end became strict and intimate, at a' very 
early period, betwixt Reuben Butler, with 
whom the reader is already in some degree 
acquainted, and Jeanie Deans, the oAly 
child of Douee Davie Deans by his first 
wife, ** that singular Christian woman,'* as 
he was wont to express himself ^* whose 
pame was savoury to all that knew her for 
a desirable professor, Christian Menzies is 
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I.** The manner of which in- 
I timacy» and the consequences thereof^ we 

now proceed to relate^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Reuben and Rachel, though as fond as dovesy - 
Were yet discreet and cautious in their loves. 
Nor would attend to Cupid's wild commands^ 
Till cool reflection bade them join their hands. 
, When both wer^ poor, they thought it argued ill 
Of hasty love to make them poorer still. 

Crabbb's Parish Registerm 

m 

While widqw Butler and widower Deans 
struggled with poverty, and the hard and 
sterile soil of those ** parts and portions" of 
the lands of Dumbiedikes which it was their 
lot to occupy, it became gradually apparent 
that Deans was to gain the strife, and his 
ally in the conflict was to lose it. The for- 
mer was a man, and npt much past the prime 
of life — Mra Butler a woman, and declined 
into the vale of jrears. This, indeed, ought 
in time to have been balanced by the cir-. 

6 
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Cuiilstdacet that Reuben vaa growing up ta 
9mst his grandmdthsr'ft labours^ and ihafc 
Jeanie D^ans» as a girl, cpuld be only sup- 
po^sd to add to her. father's burthens. But 
Douce Davie Deans knew better things^ ami 
so schooled and lirained. the young minion, 
aa he called her, that from the time she 
coujd waUC) upwards, she was daily enw 
ployed in . some task or other suitable to 
her age and eafacity,. a oircumstance whiofa^ 
added tCy her father's daily instcoctioos and 
lectures^ tended to give her mindf even 
when a child, a grsve, serious, firm, and 
reflecting cast. An uncommonly strong 
and healthy temperament, free from all 
nervous affecttoa and every other irregular 
rtty, which, attacking: the body in its more 
noble functions, so often * influences the 
mind, tended greatly to establish this firm* 
ness, simfdicity, and decision of character. 

CXi the other handy Reuben was weak in^ 
constitiition, and^ thfough not timid in tem«. 
per, might be safely pronounced anxious^ 
doubtful, and ^{^ehensive. He partook 
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of^ the tempeniineiit of his mothery who had 
died of a consumption in early age. fie 
wa»^ a pale, thin, feeUe^ sickly bay; and 
somewhat lame^ from an accident hi early 
youth. He was, besides, the child of a^o* 
ting grandmother^ whose over^soKcitous at* 
tention to him soon taught him a sort of 
diffidence in himself, with a dispointion to 
over-rate his own importance, which is one 
of the very woi»t consequences that chil- 
dren deduce from ovef^indolgence^ 

8til], however, the two children clang to 
eadi other's society, not more from habit 
than from taste« They herded together the 
handful of sheep, with the two or three 
cows, which their parents turned out ra- 
ther to seek food than actually to feed up* 
on the uninclosed common of Dumbiedikea. 
It waa there that the two urchins might be 
seen seated beneatk a blooming bosh of 
whin, their little round hces laid close to- 
gether under &e shadow of the same plaid 
drawn over both their heads, while the laud* 
scape around was embrowned by an over^ 
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diadoving cloud; Ug^ with the shower which 
had driven the children to shdter. Upon 
other occasions they went together toscbool^ 
the boy receiving that encouragement and 
example from his companion, in crossing the 
little brooks which intersected their path, and 
encountering cattle, dogs, and other pertli^ 
npon their journey, which the male sex is 
tttch cases usualty consider it as their prero* 
gative to extend to the weaker. But when, 
seated on the benches <^ the school-house, 
they b^an to con their lesson together, Reu* 
ben, who was as much superior to Jeanie 
I>eans in acuteness of intellect, as inferior 
to her in firmness of constitution, and that 
insensibility to fatigue and danger which 
depends on the conformation of the nerves, 
was able fully to requitie the kindness and 
countenance with which, in other cireum. 
stances, she used to regard him. He was 
decidedly the best scholar at the little pi^ 
risb school, and so gemle waa his temper 
and disposition, tbat he was rather admired 
than envied by the Uttle mob who oocupied 
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declared favourite qf, the JnagtMi S*yW4l 
girK in particular! (^ in ScQtlaja^ tbe^ 
are taught with the l>oy$) loi)ged*|o be Hind 
to^ aud comfort the iuckly la^ whQiwaa sa 
much cleverer thfinh^iafSQCvp^ion^. Thq 
ch^ra^ter of lli^uben J^utl^r i^as so paJ^^^^ 
ted pfl to offer scope both for their s^t^p^ 
ihy and their adniiratieo^ (he f^%g^j jff^* 
bap% through whiph the f^wJe. wx,{jtjhe 
ipore deserving pvt of Hh^t^kj ^% M^X k^^ 
more easily attaohedp , . 

But Reub^Qf QaturajUy r^w$d ai^l di^ 
tant» improyed pon^ lof thes^ adva^ti^geft i 
and only became iiioi^.^tt«K:hed to Jeapi^ 
DeiaM, as the enthufiiisti^ approbation of 
bis jxraster aiauri^d hioa affair prospei^tA h^ 

m. 

fiiture life, and awakened hi$ ambitipQ* la 
the. mean time, ev^ry advai}C0 th^t Reuben 
made in learning (an^^ C0D»ideri|ig ^h^s ofK 
portunitiesy .thfiy wer$ uniyCinppnIy .gf^). 
rradeoed him less cif^bl^ «f ^l^tfeR^Pg tP: 
the. domestic dti/ties of hiis , grimdmothf i^'a 
famb W^ stMyii^ tk^ pms (mnpTHm m^ 
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Eudkiy he suffered every euddie upon the 
comnfotti to trespass upon a large field of 
pease brioinging to the Laird, and nothing, 
but the active exertions of Jeanie Deans^ 
with her little dog Dustiefoot, could have 
saved great loss and oobseqnent punish^- 
ment. Similar miscarriages marked his pro- 
gress in his classical studies. He read Vir- 
gifs Georgics till he did not know bear 
from barley i and had near^ destroyed the 
crofts of Beersheba, while attempting to 
cultivate them according to the practice o£ 
Cdumella and Cato the Censor. 

These blunders ocgasioned grief to hia 
grand-dame, and disconcwted the good 
opinion which her Qeighbour, Davie Dea»Sy 
bad for some time entertamed of Reaben» 

<< I see naetbing ye can 'make ctf that 
silly callanti neighbour Butler," said he to 
the old lady, ^< unless ye t^ain him to the 
wark o^ the ministry. And ne'er was there 
mair need of poorfii' preachers than e'en 
now in these cauld Gallio days^ when men's 



*^^ 
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hearts are liard^ned like the nether miU^ 
atone, till they ootne to regard none of these 
^ings. It's evident this puir callant of your's 
will never be able to do an usefu' da/g^ 
vark, unkss it be as an ambasaiiidor fron 
our Master j and 1 will make it my business 
to prociure a licence when he is fit for the 
8am^9 testing he will be a shaft cleanly 
polished, and meet to be used in the body 
of the kirk; and that he s^all not twa 
agam, like the sow, to waUow in the oiire 
of heretical e:fttremes and defections, bi^Jt 
shall have the wings of a dove^ thp^gh iNli 
Wth lain amobi^ the pots.'* . 

The poor widow gulped dqwn the ^ 
fifoftt to her huslUnd's principles* in^lied 
in this caution, and hastened to- ifkt Bui* 
ler from the High-School, and encourage 
him in the pursuit of mathematics and di* 
vinity, the only physics and ethics that 
chanced to be in fashion at the time» 

Jeanie Deans was now compelled to pari 
from the companioB ^f her labourj, her <t(k* 



I- 
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6 J, and Ker pastime, and it ytm with more 
thait childish feeling' thai both ebfldren re- 
ganled the separation* But they weteyou/og^ 
and hope was high, and the^* separated' hke 
those who hope to meet again at a anore 
auspicious hour. 

While Reuben Butler was acquiring at 
the University of Si Andrews the know«« 
ledge necessary for i^ clergyman, and ma-* 
cerating his body witll the privations whiclr 
were necessary in seeking (bod for hiamiondt 
hisgrandaroe became daily less aUe to strug* 
gle with her little farm, and was at lengtb 
obliged to throw it up tOi the new Laird of 
Dumbiedikes. That great personage was no 
absolute Jew, and did not cheat her in roa« 
king the bargain more than was tolerable* 
He even gave her permission to tenant the 
house in which she had lived with h^ hits* 
band, as long as it should be *^ tenantabJcy^ 
only be protested against paying for a far^ 
thing of repairs, any benevolence which ho 
had being of the passive^ but by no tnwo^ 
af the active mood* 
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In tbe: flDMoiMitile^ from isuj^rior shrewd- 
nessi sldtt> and -cltliec : cineUfittstanceSf somer 
qf them- purely; acfdicleotah Itevie Deaii» 
gained a footing in. tbe worlds the posses^. 
fionofscmQ weaithf the Deputation of mor^ 
and a growing disposition to preserve and 
aicrease his. store; foi" which, i when he 

« 

thought upon it seaouAly^ he was incliaed 
to blame himself. From his knowledge in 
apiculture, aa it was then practised^ he ben 
game a . aoort of favourite with the Lvrd, 
who. had ob* pleasure either in active sporta 
or in society, and waa wonK to ^ul his daily 
saunter by calUiig at <;he cottage of Wood<- 
end» 

Being a man himsdf of idqw ideas and 
ccmfused utterance, he used io sit or stand 
for half an hour with an old laced hat of 
his father'is^ . upoa his head» and an empty 
tobacco-pipe in Ms mouth, with his eyea 
following Jeanie Deans, or ^* the lassie,?! 
8B he called her, through the course of her 
daily domestic labour, while her father^ af- 
ter exhausting the sul]^ect of bestial, of 



TH« HBARSP DP MlD-LOmMK. Sl^ 

ploagfasy and of harrows^ often took an op. 
portunitrjr of going full Bafl into controv»« 
sial subjects, to which discuefinons the d^i- 
larjr listened unth much seetning patience, 
4nit without 4Aaking any reply) or^ indeed^ 
w most people (bought^ without under- 
-standiiig a>iiiigle wofdof what the orator 
ivns.^ai^iigL ^ Deans, -indeed, denied this 
stotttly, w aa^ insult at once to his own ta- 
ilents/ fttr etpotaiding Jiidden truths, of 
^hicfa he* p9k i little ^ain, and to the 
Laird's 'eftpaci<y of undei^tanding them. 
He said, ^^ Diinbiedikes. was* luine of these 
.^aihy genttss^ Pn' lace on their skirts and 
swoids at their tails, that wbre rather for 
ridhag'On hcm^back to hell than gaun bare- 
footed to Heaven* He wasna like his fa- 
tkerM-sae - pvcrfane oonipany-keeper-r-nae 
rswearert^nde dHiAke^'-^nae frequenter of 
play^hause, 4fr nittsic4Youse, or dancing, 
house-^nae Sikbbath-breaker^^nhe imposer 
of aiths, or bonds, or denyer of liberty to 
the flock.-^He dave to the warld, and the 
warld's gear, a wee ower muckle, but then 
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^ere. was some breathing of a gale upon 
bis spirit," &c* &a All this honest Davie 
ji^ad and believed* 

^ it, is not to= he supposed* thdit» as a father 
and ^a^tnan of sense and obsii'rvation, the con- 
s/kATkt direction of ^he Laird's eyes towards 
Jeanie -was altogether unnoticed. This cir- 
cumstance* however, made a much great- 
er impression upoo another nember of his 
family^ a second 'heip^tnatet to wit* whom 
he had chosen to take to.hia bosooi ten 
years after the death of his first. Some 
people were of opinion* that X%ate •D'avie 
had been rather surprised into tlus step, 
for in general he was no friend to marriages 
or giving in marriage* and seemed rather 
to regard that state of society as a neces- 
sary evil*— -a thing lawful* and to be tolera- 
ted in the imperfect state of our nature* 
init which clipped the wings with which 
we ought to soar upwards* and tethered 
the soul to its mansion of clay* and the 
creature-comforts of wife and bairns. 
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« 

•wn ffractice^ however, had>in this mdtmal 
potnt varied from his principles, nincet as 
ive have seen, he twice knitted for himself 
this d«iigeroas and ensnaiing ^en tangle- 
Bient 

Rebecca, his spouse, had by no means 
the eame horror of matrimony, and as she 
made marrii^es in imagination for every 
neighbour round, she' failed not to indicate 
a ntatch'betwixt Dumbiedikes and her step* 
daughter Jeaiiie. The goodman used »re« 
giilai4y to frown and pshaw whenever this 
t«9^ic was touched upon, but usually ended 
bf taking ^'his bonnet and walking out of 
the house to conceal a certain gietm of sa* 
ti^action, which, at such a suggestion, in- 
Toltintarily diffused itself ^ver his austere^ 
features^ 

The more youthful part of my readers 
may naturally ask, whether Jeanie Deans 
was deserving of this mute attention {^ the 
Laird of Dubbiedikes ; and the historian, 
with due regard to veracity, is compelled 
tt> answer, that her personal attractionil^ 
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^ere of nia uncotnmoa descriptUm« She 

was short, and mther too stoutly made for 

* 

heriSjUtCt had grey eym, Ught-coloured hair, 
s round good-humoured face^ inuch tavoed 
with the sun, and her only peculiar charm 
was an lur of inexpressible serenity^ which 
a good conscience, kind feelings, content* 
ed teniper, and tb^ regular discharge of all 
her dutiea^ fipread OTe«?iber features. There 
.was Qothingi it may be>6UppiQsed, very ap- 
palling in the form ot manaers of this rus- 
tic heroine; yet, whether from sheepish 
bashfulness, or from wafit of decision and 
imperfect iknowledge of bis own mind on 
the subject, the. Laird of Dumbiedikes, with 
his old laced hat and empty tobacco-pipe, 
came and ei^yed the beatiiSc vision of Jeanie 
Deans day after day» week after week, year 
after year, without proposing to accomplish 
any of the prophesies of the step^motber. 

This good lady began to grow doubly 
impatient dn the subject, when, after ha- 
ving been some years married, she hdrft^f 
pcenDtedDoiice.]D|avie with another daugh- 
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ter, who was named Euphemia,^ by corrup* 
tion^ Eflie* It was then that Rebecca be- 
^n to turn impatient with the slow pace 
at which the Laird's wooing proceed edt 
judiciously arguing, that, as I^ady Dumbie* 
dikes would have but little occasion for 
tocher^ the principal part of her gudeman's 
substance would naturally descend to the 
t:hild by the seoond marna^. Other step- 
dames have tried less laudable means for 
clearing the way to the successiou of* their 
own children ; hut Rebecca, to do her jus* 
tioe, only sought little Effie'a advantage 
through the promotion, or which must have 
generally been accounted such, of her elder 
sister. She therefore tried every female art 
within the compass of her simple skill to 
bring the Laird to a point } but had the 
mortiBcation to perceive that her efforts, 
like those ofan^inskilfiilangla*, oniy scared 
the trout she meant to ca/tdb. «U|>on one 
occasion, in particuW, whlsn sl^ Joked 
With the Laii*d on the propriety of givipg a 
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mistress to the house of Dumbiedikes, he 
was so effectually startled, that neither 
laced hat, to1]acco-pipe, nor the intelli- 
gent proprietor oF these moveables, visit- 
ed Woodend for a fortnight. Rebecca was 
therefore compelled to teave the Laird to 
proceed at his own snaiPs pace, convinced, 
by experience, of the grave-digger's apho- 
rism, that your dull ass will not mend his 
pace for beating. 

Reuben, in the meantime^ pursued his 
studies at the university, supplying his 
wants by teaching the younger lads the 
knowledge he himself acquired, aiid thus 
at once gaining the means of maintaining 
himself at the seat of^learning, and fixing 
in his mind the elements of what he had 
already obtained. In this manner, as is 
usual among the poorer studeikts of divini- 
ty at Scottish universities, he contrived, 
not only tp lAaintain himself according to 
his simple wants, but even to send conq- 
uerable assistance to his sole remaining pa- 
rent, a sacred duty, of which the Scotch are 
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seldom nctgligent His progr^ in know- 
ledge of a . general *kind, as well as in the 
studies proper to bis profession, Xvas very 
considerable, but less marked from the re- 
tired modesty of his disposition, which in 
no respect qualified him to set ofiT his learn« 
V^ to the best advantage. And thus, had 
Boder been a man given to make com* 
plaints, he had his tale to te}^ like others, of 
unjust preferences, bad luck, and hard usage* 
. He obtained his licence as a preach« 
er of the gospel, with some compliments 
from the presbytery by whom it was be- 
istowed ; but this did not lead to any pre- 
ferment, and he found it necessary to make 
the cottage, at Beersheba his residence for 
some months, with no other income than 
.was afforded by the precarious occupation 
of teaching in one or two neighbouring 
families. After having greeted his aged 
grandmdther,- his first visit was to Wood- 
end, where he was received by Jeanie with 
.warm cordiality, arising from recollections 
which had never been disniissed from her 
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miiid, by Rebecca with gx>od-iiumoiired 
hospitality^ atid by olcl Dftvie id ft tnode 
peculiar to himself. 

Highly as Douce Deans honoured the 
clergy, it was not upon each individual ef 
the cloth that he bes^wed hk approbation ; 
and, a little jeale^cu, perbatps, at Beein^ li» 
youthful acquaintaoce erected into the 
dignity of a teacher and preachier, he in« 
iftantly attackjad him npdn various poiota 
of conirrtversy, in order to discover whe- 
ther he rt)ight not have fallen into some df 
the jmaresi defections^ and desettion^ of 
the tti^e. Butler was not only a man df 
fitaundi pre^terian principles,^ but was 
also wiling to avoid giving pain to his old 
fijend by disputing upon points of little im* 
portan^ce } and tber^re he might have ho-:- 
ped to have come like rtifined gold out Of the 
furnace of Davie's interrogatories. But ti^ 
result on the mind of Ifiat strict invettigatbt 
was not altogether so favourable as might 
liave been bop^ at»d anticipated. Old Ju- 
dvth Bmleri w9io had hobbled that evening 
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as far as Woodend^ in order to enjoy tbe con- 
gratulatlons oF her neighbours upon Reu* 
ben's return^ and on bis high attainments, 
of which she was herself not a little proud» 
was somewhat mortified to find that her 
old friend Deans did not enter into the sub- 
ject with the warmth she expected. At 
first, indeed, he seemed rather silent than 
disisatlsfied ; and it was not till Judith had 
essayed the subject more than once that it 
led to the following dialogue. 

" Aweel» neihor Deans^ I thought ye 
wad hae been glad to tee Reuben axnang 
us again, poor fallow^' 

*^Iam glad, Mrs Butler,^' waa the neigh* 
hour's concise answer, * * 

^ Since he has lost his gtahd&tber and 
his father, (praised be Him that giveth and 
taketh !) I ken nae friend he has in the 
world that's been sae like a father to hitn 
as the sell o' ye, neibor Deans." 

«* God is the only father of the father* 
less," said Deans, touching his bonnet; and 
looking upwards. '* Give honour where it 
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is^due, gudewife, and not to an unworthy 
.instrument." 

" Aweel, that's your way o" turning it, 
and nae doubt ye ken best ; but I hae ken- 
ned ye, Davie, send a forpet p* meal to 
Beersheba when there was na a bow lefl in 
the meal-ark at Woodend ; ay^ and I hae 
kenned ye" 

" Gudewife," said Davie, interrupting 
her, *^ these are but idle tales to tell me ; fit 
for naething but to puff up bur inward man 
wi' our ain vain acts. I stude beside bless- 
ed Alexander Feden, wheti I heard him call 
the death and testimony of our happy mar- 
tyrs but draps of blude and scarts of ink ; 
aifd What suld I think of ony thing the like 
of me caa do ?" 

•* Weel, neibor D^ns, ye ken best; 
but I maun say that, I am sure you are 
glad to see my bairn again— the halt's gane 
now, unless he has to walk ower noiony 
miles at a stretch ; and he has a wee bit 
colour in his cheek, that glads my aidd een 
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to see it : and h& has as (Jecerit a black- coat 
as the minister, and"— -— 

/^ I am very heartily glad he is weel and 
thriving," said Mr Deans, with a gravity 
thiat seemed intended to cut short the sub- 
ject; but a woman who is bent upon a 
point is not easily pushed aside from it. 

*« And," continued Mrs Butler, <• he can 
wag his head in a pulpit iiow, ndbor 
Deans, think but of that— my ain oe— and 
a'body maun sit still and listen to him, as 
if he were the Paip of Rome^" 

«* The what? — ^the who ^ — woman ?" said 
Dean^y with a sternness far beyond his usuali 
gravity, as soon as these offensive words 
had struck upon the tympanum of his ear. ^ 

<* JSh, guide us !" ^id the poor woman } 
*< I had forgot what an ill will ye had aye 
at the Paip, and sae had my pair gudemanr 
St^hen Butler. * Mony an afternoon he 
wad sit and take up his testimony again the 
Paipi and again baptizing of bairns, and the 
like.** 



V 
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^^ Woman l" reiterated Deam> " either 
speak about what ye ken something o\ or 
be Bitent ; I say that independency is a foul 
heresy, and anabaptism a damnable and de- 
ceiving error, wbilk suld be rooted out of 
the land m' the fire a' the spiritual, and the 
iword o' the civil magistrate.'' 

^< y^ee], weel, neibor, I'll no say that 
ye mayna be right* I am sure ye are right 
about the mwing and the mawing, the sheer«> 
ing and the leading, and what for suld ye 
no be right about kirk*wark, too P-^— But 
concerning my oe, Reuben Butler ^ 

^* Reuben Butler, gudewife, is a lad I 
wish heartily weel to, even as if be were 
mine ain son^^but I doubt there will.be 
outs and ins in the tract of his walk. I 
ntuckle fear his gifts will get the beds of 
faia grace. He has ower muckle httinaa 
wit and learning, and thinks as mad^ie 
about the form of the bicker as he does 
about the healsomeness q£ the food^--^ 
nuiun broider the marriage-garment "with 
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liKteand passments, or its no gude aneugh 
for biiB. And its like he's something proud 
6* his human gifts and learningt whilk ena* 
tales him to dress up his doctrine in that 
fine airy dress. But^" added he, at seeing 
the old woman's uneasinest at his discourse^ 
<^ affliction may gi'e him a jagg* and let the 
wind out o' him as out o' a cow that^s eaten - 
wet clover^ and the lad nmy do w%el» and 
be a burning and a shining light ; and I 
trust it will be yours to see, and his to feel 
it^ and that sooiu'* 

Widow Butler was obliged to retirci un- 
aUe to make any thing more of her neigh- 
boar, whose discourse^ though she did not 
cmnprrii^id it, filled her with undefined 
apprehensions on her grandson's account, 
aad greatly depressed tiie joy with which 
flbe had welcomed him on his return. And 
it must not foe concealed^ in justice to Mr 
Dean^V discernment, that Butler, in their 
ccmference, had made a greater display of 
his learning than the occasion called for, 
or than was laloe to be acceptable to the old 
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gentleman^ wfao^ accustomed to consrder 
himself as a person pre-eminently, entitled 
iQ dictate upon theological subjects of con- 
troversy, felt rather humbled and mortafied 
when learned authorities were placed in ar- 
ray against him. In fact, Butler bad not 
escaped the tinge of pedantry which natu- 
' rally flowed from his education, and was 
apt, on many occasions, to make parade of 
his knowledge, when there was no need of 
such vanity. 

Jeanie Deans, however, found no fault 
with this display of learning, but, on the 
contrary, admired it; perhaps on the'same 
score that her sex are said to admire men 
of courage, on account of their own defi* 
eiency in that qualification. The circum- 
stances of their families threw the young 
people constantly together ; their old inti- 
macy was renewed, though upon a footing 
better adapted to their age ; and it became 
at length understood betwixt them, that 
their union should be deferred no longer 
than until Butlet should obtain some steady 
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means of support, however humble* This^ 
however, was not a matter speedily to be 
accomplished. Plan after plan was formed, 
and plan after plan failed. The good-hu^ 
moured cheek of Jeanie lost the fifst flush 
of juvenile freshness ; Reuben's brow assu- 
med the gravity of manhood, yet the means 
of attaining a settleinent seemed vemiKk as 
ever. Fortunately for tlie lovers, their pas^- 
sion was of no ardent or enthusiastic cast^ 
and a sense of duty on both sides induced 
them to bear, with patient fortitude, the pro* 
tracted interval which divided them from 
each other. 

In the meanwhile^ time did not roll on 
without effecting his usual changes. The 
widow of Stephen Butler, so long the prop 
of the family of Beersheba, was gathered 
to her fathers ; and Rebecca, the careful 

' sppuse of our friend Davie Deans, was also 

summoned from her plans of matrimonial 
and domestic economy. The morning after 
her death, Reuben Butler went to offer his 
mite of consolation to his old fdend and b^ 

' . • 5 ' 
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nefactor. He witoessed, on this oocast0ii^ 
a remarkable struggle betwixt the force of 
natural iatfectiQD, and the religious stoicidai* 
which the sufferer thought it vas incum- 
bent upon him to maintain under each earths 
ly dispeosationt whether 'of weal or woe« 

On his arrival at the oc^^tage, Jeaoiie, with 
her liyes overflowing with tears, pointed to 
the little orchard^ ** in which/' she whisper* 
ed with broken accents, ^* my poor fathe? 
has been since his.misfo'rtuner' Somewhat 
alarmed at this account, Butier entered the 
m^diardt and advanced slowly towards his 
old friend, who, seated in a small rude ar^ 
hour, appeared to be sunk in the extremity 
of his affliction. He lifted his eyes some> 
vhat sternly as Butler approached, as if 
offended at the interruption j but as the 
young man hesitated M^sether he ought to 
retreat or adtmnce, be arose, and came fbr« 
ward to me^ him, with a sel£:posgessed« 
and even dtgnified air, 

«^ Young man, lay it not to heart, though 
<iie righteous perish and the merciful are 



TBS HBART QF MlO-LOraiAN* ^9 

removed) seeing^ it msj wel} be said, th$t 
they are taken away frooi; the evils to come* 
Woe to me, were I to shed a tear fm the vfife 
of my bosooi, when I might weep riv^s of 
water for this afflicted Church, cursed as 
it is with oarnal de^erd» and with the dead 
of heart*' 

^< I am happy," said Butler, '^ that you 
can forget your private afflietk>n in .your 
regard for public duty." 
' «< Forget, Reuben?" said poor Dmim, 
putting Us handkerchief to bis eyes»_ 
<< She's not to be forgotten on this side of 
time ; but He that gives the wound can 
send the ointment* I declare there h«ve 
been. times during this night wheo my me- 

m 

dilation has been so wrapt, that I knew not 
of my heavy loss. It has been with me as 
with the worthy John Semple, called Cars* 
phani John, upon a like trial,^'-^! have been 
this night on the banks of Ulai, plucking 
an apple here and there*" 

Notwithstanding the assumed ibrtttude 
of Deans^ which he conceived to be tb6 
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dischargie of a great Christian duty, h« had 
too good a heart not to suffer deeply u^der 
this heavy loss. Woodend became altogfw 
ther distasteful to him ; and as he had ol>- 
iained both substance and experience by 
his management of that little &rm, he re^ 
solved to employ them as a dairy farmer^ 
or cow-feeder, as they are called in Scot- 
land. The situation he chose for his new 
settlement was at a place called Saint Leo* 
nard*s Crags, lying betwixt Edinburgh and 
the mountain called Arthur's Seat, and ad- 
joining to the extensive sheep pasture still 
named the King's Park, from its having been 
formerly dedicated to the preservation of the 
royal game. Here he rented a small lonely 
house, nearly half a mile distsmt from the 
nearest point of the city, but the site of 
which, with all the adjacent ground, is now 
occupied by the buildings which form the 
south-eastern suburb. An extensive pas- 
ture-ground adjoining, which Deans rented 
from the*Keeper of the Royal Park, ena- 
bled him to feed his miik«cows^.and the 
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unceasing industry and activity of Jeanie, 
hh eldest daughter, was exerted in making 
the most of their produce. 

She had now less frequent opportunities 
^of seeing Reuben, who h^d been obliged/ 
after various disappointments, to accept the . 
subordinate situation of^assistant in a paro- 
chial school of some eminence, at three or 
four, miles distance from the city* Here he 
idistingaisbed himself, and became acquaint- 
ed with several respectable burgesses, who, 
on account of health, or other reasons, chose 
that their children should commence their 
education in this little village. His pros* 
pects were thus gradually brightening, and 
upon each visit which he paid at Saint Leo- 
nard's he had an opportunity of gliding a hint 
to this purpose into Jeanie's ear. These visits 
were necessarily very rare, on account of 
the demands which the duties of the school 
made upon Butler's time. Nor did he dare 
to make them even altogether so frequent 
as these avocations would permit. ' Deatts 
received him with civility indejed, and even 
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with kindness; but Reuben, as is usual in 
swh c^ses, imagined that be read his puf^ 
pose in his eyes, and was afmd too premisi-. 
ture an exfdanatioQ on the subject would 
dfaw dowfi hiii positive disapproval. Upira 
the whofei tberefofe» he judged it prudent 
to .call at Saint Leonard's just so freq|uent« 
ly asold acquaiatadoce asid ne^hbourhbod 
a^oin^ to aiutbof ise^ and no oilene)** Tifeene 
was anotlier person who vm more regular 
-Hi,™*. 
: When Davie Deana intimated to tbe 
Laird of Dumbiadilfies his purpose of ^< quit- 
ting wf itbe Jand .and house at Woodend,^ 
tbe Laird stared and said nothing. He 
oaadeMhis usual; visits at the iosuaL hour 
without remark, until the day4)efore the 
tet orit whien^ observing the bustle 6i mo- 
ving furniture already cixnnieoced, . the 
great eastcountry awmrie dragged out of 
its nook, and standing with its shoulder to 
the company^ like an awkward booby about 
to leave the room, the Laird again stored 
jnightiiy,, and was heard to ' c^Mailatei 
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<« Hegjlly sirs T' Even after the day of de^ 
parturewaspast wdgoae, theLaSrdofDuoi* 
biedikes^ at his uaiial hour, which was thai 
at which David Deans was wont to ^* loose 
the pleugb,'' presented himsdf before the 
closed, door of the cotti^ at WocNlendy 
and seemed as much astonished^ at findsog 
it shut against his approach as if it was not 
exactly what he. had to ei^ect* jOn this 
occasion he was heard to c^aculate^ ^< Gude 
guide us !" which, l^ those who kn^w him» 
was considered as a veiy unusual mark of 
emotion. From that moment forward^Xhim. 
tuedikes became an altered man, and the 
regularity of his movements, hitherto so 
exemplary, was as totally disconcerted as 
those of a boy's watch when he has bfoken 
the main^spring. Like the index of the 
swid watch, did Dumbiedikes spin roiind Ithe 
whole bounda of his little property, which 
m^y be like»tied unto the dial of iiie tim*^. 
piece, with unwonted velocity. There was 
not a cottage into which he did not enter, 
nor scarce a maiden on whom he did :vSQi 
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stare. But so it wkfl^ that although there 
were better farm-houses on the land than 
Woodend, and certain]^ much prettier girls 
than Jeanie Deans, yet it did somehow be- 
fall that the blank in the Laird's time was 
not so pleasantly filled iip as it had been. 
There was no seat accommodated him so 
well as the ^< bunker" at Woodend, and no 
£ice hejoved so much to gaze on as Jeanie 
Deans's. So, after spiniiipg round and 
round his little orbit, and then remaining 
stationary for a week) it seoi^s to have oc- 
curred to him, that he was nQt pinned down 
to circulate on a pivot, like the hands of 
the^watcb, but possessed the power of shift- 
ing his central point, and extending his ck« 
cle if he thought proper. To realize whiefa 
prii'il^e of change of place, hp bought a 
poiiey from a Highland drove^v and with 
its assistance and company stepped, or ra« 
thtr stuknbled, as far as Sauit Leonard's 
Crags, 

Jeanie Deans, though so much accustom* 
ed 40 the Laird's staring that she wm some* 
times scajce conscious of his presence, had 
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nevertheless some occasional fbars lest he 
should call in the organ of speech to back 
those expressions of admiration which he 
bestowed on her through his eyes. Should 
this happen^ farewell, she thought, to all 
chance of an union with Butler. For her 
father, however stout-hearted and indepen* 
dent in civil and religious principles, was 
not, without that respect for the laird of 
the land so deeply imprinted on the; Scot- 
tish tenantry of the period. Moreover, if 
he did not positively dislike Butler, yet hts 
fund of carnal learning was often the objieet 
of sarcasms on David's, part^.wiiich were 
f)erfaat)rs founded in jealousy, arid wJudb 
certainly indicated ho ^artiali£y ,^r. the 
party against^ whom they were launched. 
And,. hi£Aly, the match with Dumbiedikea 
wouldihave presented i^ri^sisttble charms to 
one who used to complain that her felt hiou 
self apt to take ** ower grit an armfu' o' the 
warld.'" So that, upon the whol^ the Laird's 
diurnal visits were disagreeable to Jeanie 
from apprehension of future consequences^ 

» 

and it served much to console her, upon 
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rGDioviDg from the ioppt where shjg was bred 
and bom» that she had seen the last of Dum- 
biedikesy his laced hat» and tobacco-ptpe# 
The pootr girl no m<H*e expected : be could 
mustser courage to follow her to Saint 
Leionacd's Crags, than that^any of her ap^ 
ple^trees or cabbages which she had left 
ix)oted in the ^* yard^' at Woodcnd, would 
apontaneouslyy and unaided, have under^ 
4aken tbe jame journey. It was, therefore^ 
with much more surprise than pleasure tfaa^ 
on the sixth day af*ter tbeir removal to 
Saint Leonard's, she beheld Dumbiedflcea 
WTive, heed hat, tobacco-pipe^ and all, 
and^ with the self same greeting of show's 
a* wi^ye» Jeaiile .t-^Whare's the gudeman IT 
assume as nearly as he could the samei po> 
attion in the cottage at Saint Leonkrd'a 
which be had so long and so regolltf ly oo^ 
oupied at Wobdendi He was no sooner, 
boWeveii seated, than with an unusual exer«> 
tion of his powers of conversation, he add- 
ed, ^* Jeani^^-I say, Jeanie woman,'' here 
lie .extepded hisiiaQd towarda her sbocdder 
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with all the fingers sfiread (HM>as if to clutch 
it, tfut in so bashful iMd A^'kward a manner^ 
that when ^lie* whn^ed herself beyond its 
reach, the paw remained mispended 4n the 
aiir with the palm' ^pefi, like the daw of a 
heraldic griffin — ^* Jeanie," continiie<i the 
swain, in this moment of inspiration, — ^* I 
say, Jeanie, it's a braw day out bye, and the 
roads are no that ill for boot-hose.'^ 

" The de'iPs in the daidling body,** mut- 
tered Jeany between her teeth ; " wha 
wad hae thought o' his daikering out this 
length ?" And she afterwards confessed 
that she threw a little of this ungracious 
sentiment into her accent and manner, for 
her father being abroad, and the "body,** 
as she irreverently termed the landed pro 
prietor, <^ looking unco gleg and canty, she 
didna ken what he might be coming out wi' 
next." 

Her frowns, however, acted as a com- 
plete sedative, and the Laird relapsed from 
that day into his former taciturn habits, 
visiting the cow-feeder's cottage three or 
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four times every week, when the weather 
permitted, with apparently no other pur- 
pose than to stare at Jeanie Deans, while 
Douce Davie poured forth his eloquence 
upon the controversies and testimonies of 
thedjiy. 
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Her air, her manners, all who saw admirad. 
Courteous, though eoy, and gentle, though retired} 
■^ The joy of youth and health her eyes displayed, 

And e2ufe Of heart herevery look cohvey'd« 

CrabsBi 

The visits of the Laird thus again sunk 
into matters of ordinary course, frofn whicli 
nothing was to be expected or apprehepd- 
ed. If a lover could have gained a fmr one 
as a snake is said to fascinate a bird» by 
^ pertinaciously gassing on her with great 
Btupid greenish eyes, which began now to 
be occasionally aided by spectacles, unques- 
tionably Dumbiedikes would have been the 
person to perform the feat. But the art of 
fascination seems among the artes perdit^e^ . 
and I. cannot learn that this most pertina* 
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cious of starers produced any effect by his 
attentions beyond an occasional yawn* 

In the mean whiiet the object of his gaze 
^as gradually attaining the verge of yoiMiiy 
and approaching to what is called in fe- 
males the middle age^ which is impolitely 
held to begin a few years earlier with their 
more fr^le sex than with men. Many 
people w»tiW h«ve been of opinion, that 
the Laird would have done better to have 
traiif^fened his glances to an object possess- 
ed of far superior charms to Jeanie's, even 
When ^ea«^8 were in their bloom, vAo be- 
gm fictw to :be d«^iogttished by ^11 who vi- 
sited the cottage 4at St Leonardos Orags. 

Effie D^nsi tinder the tender and afieo- 
tionate car6 of her Bister^ had now shot tip 
into a beautiful and blooming girl. Her 
trreciad^^haped head was 'profusely rich ift 
waving ringlets <rf^ brown feair, which, eonfi- 
tied by a^blue toood of silk, m^ shading a 
laughing Hebe countenance, 'seemed the 
picture of health, pleasure^ and content* 
ment . Her brown russet Bhort^gown set 

• » 

8 
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<^ A shapely which tiiM» perhaps, might be 
eiliected to render too robust, the frequent 
olgection to Scottish beautyr but which, in 
her present early age, was slender and taper, 
with that graceful and easy sweep of outline, 
which at once indicates health and beauti- 
ful proportion of parts. 

These growing charms, in all their juve- 
nile profusion, bad no power to shake the 
stedfast mind, or divert the fixed gaze, of the 
constant Laird of Dumbiedikes, But there 
was scarce another eye that could behold 
this living picture of health and beauty, 
without pausing on it with pleasure* The 
traveller stopped his weary horse on the 
eve of entering the city which was the 
end of his journey, to gaze at the sylph- 
like form that tripped by him, with her 
mUk pail poised on her head, bearing her. 
self so erect, and stepping so light and free 
under her burthen, that it seemed rather 
an ornament than an encumbrance. The 
lads of the neighbouring suburb, who held 
their evening rendezvous for putting the 

m 
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€r*M#) eaf^ <^<!fr %M^h ^dfil Ittfe li% 
suasion, who held etdh {rfdcAg«tt8feM!!^ Att 

^^tfJikbliiU^ %l date fn^r >d^ liftsjASACS^ mA 
immivfg thilt % 'br«ftt^6 '«b fUt fik<tm 
mire ihmkdbmmii'amWfmbAfij^ 

'd^eiiny 'dtfime'd ■«!<& t.% ^r-isifliit urn- 

^ch pm'^h'mt' mf^hm^t^mfMt 

Bifaite;S^lf8b^faefty%^«|{d^^Pf mof 

10 



^teWm>piiid»> wtfnnttk^ subject ittf^mttlifijl 
■Mniiuimi'iiln> iMit eieftvf «iiDisra{]|)relictt- 

irtiUdMii .^4if i;be rAraldk <x>f ibe ittftciar 

wAMorWhatdtgOBevUfaer Kvelyiaiud Jalsdvuc- 
•4iier Mitriki«ei0f tiiemmaUeiarid racoon- 
aylidstd)«ii£honfR8.«f- ^^iSleitfauntt^''"^ .bis 

««fCidiii»BmibaU&ttice*«cifi^ 
'4Ae Maeaxiiv^ :Bffie faul liadBdouble 
otare^llf-tbiB Moemiikiate and anitjud^gdld 
bldiidiieBB; /£w8n:^w fibrictnos <of ifaer &. 
'Hter^ .pnncifiles mukinot ooadeaaii. ddlte 
-i»pott8 ocrf* YtrfiKm7>aadicUlittKMN}.}:iandf.to 
v^e jgondioidi timn^itis Touii^er ddogbter^ 
idle datSidrrfait t)M>agB> seeiaed avoHflflr&f 

some yan^^tecaheialteaMd iheyentiof 

:«fid '^iiltle' {9G€;»'^iattd^^a8' f^^ 



•ItMMAMiirtMiiAAMMPiaMaiai^lMMiBBMi 



<^lli#*EliaBiMth«nRniaiDiiirilMr M riow»^'^jyjter> 
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the Sabbath, or at the times of family wor- 
ship. Her sister, with all the love and care 
of a mother, could not be supposed to pos* 
sess the same authoritative influence^ and 
that which she had hitherto exercised be^ 
came gradually limited and diminished as 
EiBe's advancing years entitled her, in her 
own conceit at least, to the right of inde- 
pendence and free agency. With all the 
innocence and goodness of .dispositipn, 
therefore, which we have described, the 
Lily of St Leonard's possessed a little fund 
of self-conceit and obstinacy, and some 
warmth and irritability of temper, partly 
natural perhaps, but certainly much in- 
creased by the unrestrained freedom of her 
childhood. Her character will be best illus- 
trated by a cottage evening scene. 

The careful father was absent in his well- 
Stocked byre, foddering those useful and 
patient animals on whose produce his liviog 
depended^ the summer evening was begin* 
ning to close in, when Jeanie Deans began 
to be very anxious for the appearance of 
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her sister, and to fear that she would not 
reach home before their father returned 
from the labour of the evening, when it was 
his custom to have ** family exercise/' and 
when she knew that EflSe's absence wQuld 
give him the most serious displeasure. 
These apprehensions hung heavier upon her 
mind, because, for several preceding even^ 
ings, Effie had disappeared about the same 
time, and her stay, at first so brief as scarce 
to be noticed, had been gradually protract* 
ed to half an hour, and an hour, and on the 
present occasion had considerably exceed- 
ed even this last limit. And now, Jeanie 
stood at the door, with her hand before her 
eyes to avoid the rays of the level sun, and 
looked alternately along the various tracks 
which led towards their dwelling, to see if 
she could descry the nymph-like form of 
her sister. There was a wall and a stile 
^hcch separated the royal domain, or 
King's Park, as it is called, from the 
public road; to this pass she frequently 
directed her attention, when she saw two 
persons appear there somewhat suddenly. 



g^vtf tKfl]^ hadr waikted. ofosetfaQr the; «fdi ^' 

vwtmui Qae. ofi tlmn^. 9 aiMb 4fe« bfi^ 
bMt^y ;, tke.Qtlwn. at femik^ qtimwhI. tbtr 
sAIcv md adoanredt tofmidft iHr-«-4f^ wsft 
Effiei^ fiSie mekiter sistCK: wtbitbatf A^cjb^ 
loBBliBeflfr of: nttimery . w^ikbi^ im} hm rmir* 
and aooietiisnr! in fehpit atovc^ il^ fiitrnJU^ 
orirnwoiiiilly aiflttgfcfc to hide aigpgiw^af coOn 

fumm; zaAlMet tm^td mAf^.oamitr^ 

■■■<■, 

<'. The elfio koigjit ante on the brae. 

The broom grow^ bonnie, the broom grows &u* ; 
And by there came Kiting a lad^ so gay, 
' And^etdauma^aiig do^Nnsi'to Ube^ l^ro^niuiiiia^inam^ 

fk&er^s comittg: eut q- the byrQ«"-^1'be 
dtimsel stoilad in her »ang.T«^^ Wliarci ba% 
)ie been, sae late t£ Q'en ?' 
>* It^s noblade^ Istf^i^^' »Davered W^f* 
f* It'B cfauappk e^hton es^ryeloQk 0' the 
tariin^ and t^e: sim's gaun i}owi\ abicii t^he 
Cbratafphtne l»ila^r<-Wbare< can ye hae be€» 
late?". 



- *« And. w^ w.»9: ^d IWtejd, \\{i^ yo% tL% 

, .*^ N»QbOfly.'* repii^ l^ffie qp^e^ m^j^^. 

^* Nae gate ? — Naebody ? — I wish itOHO^ 
^e a right gate, and a right body, that keeps 
folk out sae late at e'^n, Sffie." 

" What needs ye be aye speerfng then 
at folk r retorted Efl|e. « I'm sure^ If ye'll 
ask nae questions, I^ll 1$]il y^ ngfi \^^. I 
never ask what brings the Laird of Dum-> 
lMfl»!f^ tf ow^ring b^f^ Kke a wull oat, 

*0^*^« <JW» tiUi w« ^Tf ?,* KKb tQ ^i}^ 
WJ €haft».j||&'' 

'« l^qaji^^ y«i, k^n v^y wtfifl Ije <JoqB|f;8, tft 
««9 o^r fatheft" W4 J^nift ift i^s^ef tp 
Ijys ppf t reisnf)f, 

V: Aftd Pftfiipifi :PfitJer«-I>oes. h? pony^ 

^Ilfe bj ppffj«^ th^ Var i»tp tlje ?i?eRiy's 
9W«ti* . ^ cpt^. div^t ^ tbjg^ten^cl, 
attack ^ejm bf r^sL WA VUH <il?e p?twl?ff Qp. 
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witlh a sly air, in which there was some- 
thing like irony, as she chaunted, in a low> 
but marked tone, a scrap of an old Scotch 
song — 

*' Through the kirk-yaxd 

I met wi' the Laird^ 

The silly puir body he said me Bfte hann ; 

But just ere 'twas dark 

I met wi' the clerk"— 

Here the songstress stopped, looked full 
at her sister^ and, observing the tear gathei? 
in her eyes, she suddenly flung her armir 
round her neck, and kissed them away. 
Jeanie, though hurt and displeased, was 
unable to resist the caresses of this un- 
taught child of nature^ whose good and 
evil seemed to flow rather from impulse 
than from reflection. But as she returned 
the sisterly kiss, in token of perfect recon* 
ciliation, she could not suppress the gentle 
reproof^—" Effie, if ye will learn fiile sangs^ 
ye might make a kinder use of them.^ 

*« And so I might, Jeanie,** continued the 
girl^ clinging to her sister's neck ; «< and I 
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wish I had never learned arie o' them— and, 
I wish we had never come here — and I wish 
my tongue had been blistered or I had vex- 
ed ye.'^ 

" Never mind that, Elfie/' replied the a& 
fectionate sister ; <' I canna be muckle vex* 
ed wi' ony thing ye say to me — but O dinna 
vex our father I" 

« I will not— I will not,** replied Effie j 
.<^ and if there were as mony dances the 
morn's night as there are merry dancers in 
the north firmament on a frosty e'en, I 
winna budge an inch to gang near ane o* 
them.'* 

^ ^< Dance ?" echoed Jeanie Deans in asto* 
nishment. << O, Effie, what could take ye 
to a dance ?" 

It is very possible, that, in the com- 
municative mood into which the Lily of 
St Leonard's was now surprised, she might 
have given her .sister her unreserved confi* 
^ence, and saved me the pain of telling a 
melancholy tale; but at the moment the 
word dance was uttered, it reached the ear 

' ' 1*3 - .-. 



of old Da^vid Deans, ^hb bad tucnid the 
teomer of tho bouse, and came iipoa h» 
daughters ete tkey were aware cxf has pm- 
sence. The word prelate^ or even the wad 
|M^/cOttld hardly bave produced so appal- 
ling an eflMt upon David*? ear % for, of afli 
exercises, ^ of daocing. wbich he term* 
ed a voluntary and regular fit of diatraiv 
ticHHf he deemed most destraetive of serious 
^i^bti^ and ^ readiest iniet to sdl sort 
of ricentioieness ; tfud b^ accounted the 
eneouVaging, atfd even permitting, a^senu 
Mies or mtetings» whether among tfaoee of 
high or low degree, for this fantastic aud 
aftKstiTd pmpose, or for that of dramatic re- 
presentations, at one of the most flagrant 
proofs of defection and causes of wrath« 
The p#onotiAcii»g of the word dance by his 
own daughters, and at his own door, now 
drove him beyond the va^ of paiseace* 
•^-Daneef be exclaimed. » Dance ?*~ 
daince, sa^ ye ? I davtr ye, }]t»mei!>s tbaA ye 
are, to name mc a word at my door-chedc ! 

r 9 • • 

}t*s a disstfiSttte profane pastimer pfaetised fay 
the Israelites only at their base and brutal 
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Ji9^ of jpi^n (^« ^wUsti np^p whUV 9^9V^ 

ft*^ *feP9^ * li»^ «SP sig an er?ii»pd, Bfjt^ 

5ifi(l ftae 4«9r l«». 4R9h J*P W'd ^sfi^ 
^«ift p%i&m ^aJPl^efi. ^ba» t<> ¥ * Jfingls 
jftWW^^^i ^d4liRg f q4 fliPfiWg % gfttP ^P 

4i^. J. ^ ft^B wflB<}w(f4 ^t># wy ft?»p 

should ever daur to crook a hough to fylfe 
-W^fliRg ?f Pffle|> wJRd ;k)4 fi^dier'sjjq^^* 
Vg- -Aft* ^ 1^1^?, (?<^» (wit^» that mffAv 
.Wmt^Yt fffipr WHer .% PftPH»»?P ?t Bri^- 
4P'?'P?$») t)jW W^i^d piy |o|: ix» my d^p- 
•WPS 4?iyii IP tM^ fev pf ipy Jipad ;ip0 

*kwti /*^«*4 9^ ^ftfldy rpp? 9^4 swift H- 

^ aB^ffejic^Jk^^ swor^ and paiij of boots 
ilfld J*«WilH«»8* (fftuVJ »n4 h?^gp^-, wptneps 
.§»d "^mmms, 8tpjM?,e4 the ^Ij^t^/e?? of my 
kS»^ ?94 ^.FWtPft«^ffi? ftf m feet 
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And DOW, if I hear ye, quean lassies, sae 
tnuckle as name dancing, or think there's 
sic a thing in this warld as flinging to fid- 
dler's sounds and piper's springs, as sure as 
my father's spirit is with the just, ye shall 
be no more either charge or concern of 
mine ! Gang in, then — gang in, then, hin« 
nies," he added, in a softer tone, for the 
tears of both daughters, but especially those 
of Eflie, began to flow very fast, — " Gang 
iti, dears, and we'll seek grace to preserve 
us frae all manner of profane folly, whilk 
causeth to sin, and promoteth the kingdom 
of darkness, warring with the- kingdom of 

light." 

The objurgation of David Deans, how- 
ever well meant, was unhappily timed. It 
created a division of feelings in Effie's bosom, 
and deterred her fr6m her intended confi- 
dence in her sister. " She wad baud me 
nae better than the dirt below her feet," 
said EflSe to herself, " were I to confess 
I hae danced wi' him four times on the 
green down bye, anid ance at Maggie Mac- 
queen's J and shell maybe hingit ower my 
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head that she^il tell my father, and then 
she wad be mistress and mair. But IMl no 
gang back there again. Pm resolved FU 
no gang back. I'll lay in a leaf of my Bibley 
and that's very near as if I had made an aith, 
that I winna gang back." And she kept her 
vow for a week, during which she was un- 
usually cross and fretful^ blemishes which 
had never before been observed in her tem- 
per, except during a moment of contradict 
tion. 

Tliere was something in all this so mysteri* 
ous as considerably to alarm the prudent and 
affectionate Jeanie, the more so as she judged 
it unkind to her sister to mention to their 
father grounds of anxiety which might arise 
from her own imagination. Besides, her 
respect for the good old man did not pre- 
vent her from being aware that he was both 
hot-tempered and positive, and she some* 
times suspected that he carried his dislike 
to youthful amusements beyond the verge 
that religion and reason demanded. Jeanie 
had aensQ enough to see that a sudden ^nd 
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sariare cmx\^ upon her siitor^s biti»9rtQ UAt 
Mstxained freedom migkt hft MtW prodijusp 
tive of hann than gooi}^ and thafc £0e^ io 
tide headstrong w£|fi|lnQia at* y«in|h> mpm 
Jtkely to make whafc oEiigkt bf av««tii»iDed 
in hftf fitther's pisedepta ai) eKcmifi to h^f«elf 
fi» liegleGling thop aibbogf^Ar^ In the 
higher elaaaea, a (Jnmadt howev^e gif^dy* » 
«tiU ttndef the domiakNd 9^ etiqtt9lte» Bn4 
fiubjectto the raevdftlaope of niajQunas eM 
chaperones ; but the country girl, mii* 
anatmhes hec moiail«k of gaMity dwiig ;the 
interiraU of laboun i» «;i|ilnf l» ftttfih gntl^ 
dianahip or raatcaintv a^d \vt MBmemflftt 
i^eeomea so miieb ^ more hasfildoiifr 
J«anie ^av aU this witk unoh liiplrfiM 0f 
fnin4 vhea<a cirouaist^nisn QiM;^arr«d! wbt^ 
appeared caleulaied to reikye h«r wsifflgi* 
Mia Saddletree, wftk wJMta qui ireaisfis 
haye aUieady b^w mad^ ae^UMiKedt tfltaAr 
^ad to be a diistasii sdattiion oC Da^M lkvi# 
SkaQ% and aa abe waaa^ woman witeel^iik 
iter life and coniireraatioii, miL% t^MveoHEft 
bf good anbataAee^ & lort 4if aftrpMii>t4i>flg 



wa3 formalijr kept up between the lftn)Ui9f« 
Noilv thi« cwelul cfemo^, ^hmt » ye^r »q4 
m half isfi&re wr atory cami9^£Aeecl» «haiBr 
ced to need in the Hae of he^ pr^e^iQa ft 
betbts sort of servant, or r%thei e^op*w(>- 
inrai <^ Mr Saddletrees" abe paid; ^^ wa» 
inntt in tte 9bopt when be oou}4 ge^ hif 
lu^ wthin the Ptelibqoept M/^u9^f wd xt 
ins SB awkward ttikg ft>r a w«»9>pn*body 
to bte standing asHHig bui(dle» o^ l>^rke«e4 
loathAT her iane» selling siKUlle^ and bidd^ii i 
aflid aba iMid caat her eyea ufi»a bar ffl^ awa^ 
cousin £(Qe Deansi aijoat tbe v^ry sort c^ 
Jftsiae she would wamt to keep ber in couo* 
teqance on a ueh oeeasionat'' 
In iim proposal there wa« n^vcb tl^at 

pkaaed oU Davidtr^there vas )>e4t boardi 
and bountetiir-rit wai a deteeof; aUuatian-<«w 
the lassie would be iindaf Mffi Saddlet]?ee'9 
eye> who had att i^right ivalk> ai^d Kved 
eloee hy tiae Tidboofth Kirk» in vhtch mght 
atill be lieavd the comlcwting ^^tf'me$ of 
otte oi dDK>ae &w oiintsttaa of the Kifk of 
ficatlai&d whohad f»Ql b&U ilhe. ko«« UOtO 
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Baal^ according to David^s expression^ m 
become accessary to the course of national 
defections, — union, toleration, patronages, 
and a bundle of prelatical Erastian oaths 
which had been imposed on the (Piurch 
since the Revolution, and particularly in 
the reign of ** the late woman," (as he called 
Queen Anne), the last of that unhappy 
race of Stuarts. In the good man's securi* 
ty concerning the soundness of the theolo* 
gical doctrine which his daughter was to 
hear, he was nothing disturbed on account 
of the snares of a different kind, to which 
a creature so beautiful, young, and wilful, 
might be exposed in the centre of a popu- 
lous and corrupted city. The fact is, that 
he thought with so much horror on all 
approaches to irregularities of the nature 
most to be dreaded in such cases, that he 
would as soon have suspected and guarded 
against ££Se's being induced to become 
guilty of the crime of murder. He only 
regretted that she should live under the 
same roof with such a worldly-wise man as 
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Btotholine Saddletree, whom David never 
suspected of being an ass, but considered 
as endowed with all the legal knowledge 
to which he made pretension, and only 
liked him the worse for possessing it. The 
lawyers, especially those amongst them 
who sate as ruling elders in the General 
Assembly of the Kirk, had been forward in 
promoting the measures of patronage, of 
the abjuration oath, and others, which, in 
the opinion of David Deans, were a break- 
ing down of the carved work of the sanc- 
tuary, and an intrusion upon the liberties 
of the kirk. Upon the dangers of listening 
to the doctrines of a legalized formalist, 
such as •Saddletree, David gave his daugh- 
ter many lectures ; so much so, that he had 
time to touch but slightly on the dangers 
of chambering, company-keeping, and pro- 
miscuous dancing, to which, at her time of 
life, most people would have thought Effie 
more exposed, than to the risk of theoreti- 
cal error in her religious faith. 
Jeanie parted with her sister, with a mix* 
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more aprmiN^^f^ ^ A^^Ufi ^>^<)w^ 
i»4«.s§ ii^l^, x^ w^ kMwt^ film 

«dc her f#«iQwl fir/wv §!¥»* If f5<>oar4's with 

i« tbeir )iM^ thst, ^« felt t^ fnU f^trpe of 
ritttrly awrpy* W\»i% they. r«!p^e% 

other's handot Je»«ift faMl^. M m^mHtM 



hw r q»nd«9t. ish)l«; landing in Didiqbiugl). 
f«U?M Iwlf^a, lilp^oet, tA TfiwnUfe «. fpuiu 

Iiiii4 Aft il)«;Q«a0lt«}Hmish« lobM agajpk. 

tiiik* 9»o4.c«uiliel«iie^4.giv«D her, %t4 

'iWfiffftiw^^k or,lwQ>, ^e i«w «U that 
iMur kiomofp«ff Qiyk«ct«4i and ^vea mere. 
Bat with time there esmci «. r«lMCAlioo <qf 
i^' eM^'9iAl.^iph> Bbe flia»ifef»ti9d in iiff » 
8ilftiUcAre«'«<89na<^ Ta borrow ooceagaiQ 
from tbe poet, wbosaeorniotl^ wd be«ui 
t^'fjly d««qrib«s Hiung manneirfi,- 



** Sometbii^ th^re was, what, none presumed to nj^— 
Clouds Hghtly passing on a summer's day; 
Whispers and hints, which went from ear to ear* 
And nuved reports po judge on- earth could dear.** 



Souring ttoi iatflrvAk Mrs Saddletree w«4 
«Aii»etifiifft (liapleMed by £^e'« lia0Bj;io£^ 
^MbCA «be ww^ 9«m Mpo^ «R(apd9 aboHt. tUQ 
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i^op business, and sometimes by a little 
degree of impatience which she manifested 
at being rebuked on such occasions. But 
she good-naturedly allowed, that the first 
was very natural to a girl to whom fevery 
thing in Edinburgh was new, and the other 
was only the petulance of a spoiled child, 
when subjected to the yoke of domestic 
discipline for the first time. Attention and- 
fubmission could not be learned at once- 
Holy- Rood was not built in a day — use 
would make perfect. 

It seemed as if the considerate old lady 
had presaged truly. Ere many months 
had. passed; Efiie became almost wedded 
to her duties, though she no longer dis<» 
charged them with the laughing cheek and 
light step, which at first had attracted every 
customer. \ Her mistress sometimes obser- 
ved her in tears, but they were signs of 
secret sorrow, which she concealed as of- 
ten as ^he saw them attract notice. Time 
wore on, her cheek grew pale, and her step 
heavy. The cause of these changes could 
not have escaped the matronly eye of Mrs 
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Saddletree, but she was chiefly confined by 
indisposition to her bed-room for several 
mcdiths during the latter part of Effie's ser^ 
vice* This interval was marked by symp- 
toms .of anguish almost amounting to des^ 
pair. The utmost efibrts of the poor girl 
to ccmimand her fits of hysterical agony 
were often totally unavailing, and the mis« 
takes which she made in the shop the while 
were so numerous and so provoking, that 
Bartholine Saddletree, who, during his wife's 
illness, was obliged to take closer charge of 
the business than consisted with his study 
of the weightier matters of the law, lost all 
patience with the girl, who, in his law La« 
tin, and without much respect to gender^ 
he declared ought to be cognosced by in- 
quest of a jury, dk^fatuus^Jmrioms^ and no- 
turaliter idiata. Neighbours, also, and feU 
low-servants, remarked, with malicious cu- 
riosity or degrading pity, the disfigured 
shape, loose dress, and pale cheeky of the 
once beautiful and still interesting girl. 

But to no one would she grant. her coofi- 

6 



i^'ir3» ^ki^l» fmtAt^^Mt WDfited «t» 
Bflte4)fei»l,ift» if «Oii«aiiii|f:t#tf««fa» h 

^ 4i<ltE>e >^ ft wtek ^r Mro, Mrigatn^nK 
^pOi^tkHi) «ttid(lhe vfMi^iii^fl^.tbetto- 
^«^M of ber K^fOMt 'SkufMyoi tmtti 

'«iee «liar^ qttiBidi 'of l^al tdiMuisioB, ^Bw- 
'Ai«^e ^Klas 'M Hiittll M iii4Mrkig ^dfoeiweB 
^M' tbe4ai0eiin«iR>es >4^t»]diin<twiife«» any 
Slittth^ ^wAJBMt «f vMtliennrtnn. -iiesii^ 
*^da €Jte %o itepBlt vtthoflitoriMolr^inpi. 

K <iM8 sAarwatdt fiwndiliatt a^^eriodof 

^Mktilf^iifmMtaiid^ailmKDg'titUSailitii^ 
-mt&d* iSfoisflie her «ppavaHce^tMfitte 



htt shVet *in ft iitMife Yatker t>MeifibIlag <1m 
§^(>Mi^'t(Mn the llvlffg <6Ul)8eMlce «f tM 
^^ Md lieamMlI <0t\ ^^hb «ad lefV her && 
Itfber's 'MiKta^^ for- tfife ISht tftfie MVree ^ie* 
tM£e#f) "liithitbs %^^. Tti'e lliigtiifff 0k 
^ss '^'h^- ittistlt^s Unit t9t the 4ti]it f^ 

«e£r Mthtiy to ^Yife aiAky ^eUkms «f liit 

yh Mitch 'oMii{ned, iSoi^g ^e istMe^erioA, 
Wit!h%6 ctiffceth^ oFber ftlisher's AMMtMifdid, 
that iAre fatid i!are!y^M(14tHMi«$lbria'^9«dk 
mto tte dty.'iiM a %»ief hiid'4(tfi»i6d ^Mt 
t6 iMr'ifihtH-. 1%e ^6Ut»g %t>tift», 'tiienb 
^e,'hadf scttit^y'JKfeete'«at:h««^er^r «Mi»i 
iraFflMMte. tidr iHid a iHil^Ie MKttialoai 

^tiiWhe i'<i«6h«d'<i;he ^eftft><«iP«the veelutftKl 

inhabitants of the cottage at ^ '£;eiMtf rdflfc 
)^iib,^«rgfbre;'f^i{ffed»E() "{Malh^l^lier 
llstdr^ ypfpfe^^iie, ^'A fii^t '^M^irv^^^Mll 
'K'er'^th<e%rM%s, tb >iHHtih tilieMiitKRRli)- 

difii^elStStA ranOMMg' lin^M^«fr%''iMd ftidiify 
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toin of her sister's misfortune, Jeanie had 
oOw the dreadful alternative of commu- 
nicating her ruin to her father, or of en- 
deavouring to conceal it from him. To 
4ill questions concerning the name or rank 
of her seducer, and the fate of the being to 
whom her fall had given birth, Effie re« 
mained mute as the grave, to which she 
seemed hastening; and indeed the least 
allusion to either seemed to drive her to 
distraction. Her sister, in distress and in 
despair, was about to repair to Mrs Saddle- 
tree to consult her experience, and at the 
same time to obtain what lights she could 
upon this most unhappy afiair, when she 
was saved that pains by a new stroke of 
fate, which seemed to carry misfortune to 
the uttermost. 

' David Deans had been alarmed at the 
state of health in which his daughter re- 
turned to her paternal residence ; but Jea* 
nie had contrived to divert him from parti- 
cular and specific enquiry. It was, there- 
fore, like a clap of thunder to the poor old 
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inan^ Tvhen, just as the hout c^ noon bad 
broughtr the visit of the Laird of* Dumbie-^ 
€i]£es as usual, other and sterner,^ as well 
as most unexpected guests, arrived at the 
eqttage of St Leonard's; These were tho 
Q&cers of justice, with a warrant of justici- 
ar^ to search for and apprehend Euphemia, 
or Effie, Deans, accused of tlie crime of child* 
murther. The stunning weight of a blow so 
totally unexpected bore down tlie old man, 
who had ia his eaplji; youth resisted the 
blow of Boiitary and civil tyranny, thougli 
)[>ackeflwith:swordi^ and guns, toitures and 
gii^teu He feU extended audi senseless 
upon/ Ms own* hearth ^j atxd the ttien, happy 
tp^ escape from the seene of his awakenings 
raised, xifith rude humanity, the objebt of 
their warrant from her bed, and placed her 
in. a coach, which they liad brought with 
them. The hasty remedies which Jeanie 
had applied to bring back her father's 
senses were scarce begun to^operatCi when 
the noise of the wheels in itiotion- recalled 
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lier attention to her miserable sister. To 
run shrieking after the carris^ was the 
first vain effort of her distraction, but she 
was stopped by one or two female neigh- 
kK>urs9 assembled, by the extraordinary ap- 
pearance of a coach in that sequestered 
place^ who almost forced her back to her 
father's house. The deep and sympathetic 
affliction of these poor people, by whom 
the little family at Saint Leonard's were 
iield in high regard, filled the house with 
lamentation. Even Dumbiedikes was mo- 
ved from his wonted apathy, and, groping 
for his purse as he spoke, ejaculated^ 
<< Jeanie woman-*- Jeanie woman! dinna 
greet^-^it's sad wark but siller will help it }" 
and he drew out his purse as he spoke. 

The old man had now raised himself 
from the ground^ and, looking about him 
as if he missed something, seemed gradual- 
ly to recover the sense of his wretchedness. 
<< Where," he said, with a voice that made 
the roof ring, ^^ where is the vile harlot, that 
has disgraced the bk>od of an honest man ?•— 
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Where is she, that has no place among us, 
but has come foul with her sins, like the 
Evil One, among the children of God ?— 
Where is she, Jeanie ?-— Bring her before 
me, that I may kill her with a word and a 
look.'* 

AU hastened around him with their ap- 
propriate sources of consolation-*the Laird 
with his purse, Jeanie with burnt feathers 
and strong waters^ and the women with 
their exhortations. << O neighbour— ^O^ 
Mr Deans, it's a sair trials doubtless— but 
think of the Rock of Ages^ neighbours- 
think of the promise !** 

<< And I do think of it« neighbours^— and 
I bless God that I can think of it, even in 
the wrack and ruin of a' that's nearest and 
dearest to mc — But to be the father of a 
east-a-way — ^a profligate — ^a bloody Zippo* 
Fah— a mere murderess 1 — O, how will the 
wicked exult in the high places of their 
wickedness !— the prelatists, and the latitu- 
dinarians, and the hand-waled murderers, 
whose hands are hard as horn wi' baudhig 
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tb^ slaughter* wea<^iisr«^they will push out 
the lipi and say that we are evea such as 
themselv&s. Sair, sair I am grieved, neighs 
hours, for the poor cast-away — ^for the child 
of' mine o.wn o}d age — but sairer for the 
stumbling-block and scandal it will he ta 
all tender and booiest souls !" 

*« Davie — winna siller do't ?" insinuated 
the Latrd, stijl^ piio^eriog his green purse^ 
which was full of guineas* 

•« I tell ye, Dumbiedikes," said Deans, 
^* that if telling down my haill substance 
QQuld hae saved her frae this black snare,. 
I wad hae walked out. wi! naething but my 
bonnet and.^y sts^ff to beg au awmons for 
Cod's sake, an^ ca'd myseU au happy man 
-~!^ut if a dollar, or a. plack» or the nine^ii 
teenth part of a boddle,. wad save her open 
guilt and open shame frae open punish* 
ment, that purchase wad David D^ans ne- 
ver make ! — Na, na^*r-an. eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth, life for life^ blood for 
blood — it's the law of man and it's the law 
of God* — Leave mje, sirs-r-leave me-^I 
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maun warstle wi' this trial iii privacy and 
on my knees." 

Jeanie, now in some degree restored to 
the power of thought, joined in the same 
request. The next day found the father 
and daughter still in the depth of affliction, 
but the father sternly supporting his load 
of ill through a proud sense of religious 
duty, and the daughter anxiously suppress* 
ing her own feelings to avoid again awa- 
kening his. Thus was it with the afflicted 
family until the morning after Porteous's 
death, a period at which we are now ar* 
rived. 



\ 
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CHAPTER X. 

Is aU the counsel that we two have shared. 
The sisters' vows» the hours that we have spent 
When we have chid the hasty-footed time 
For parting us— Oh I and is all forgot ? 

Midsummer NiglU* 8 Drcanu ■ 

We have been a long while in conducting 
Butler to the door of the cottage at Saint 
Leonard's ; yet the space which we have 
occupied in the preceding narrative doe9 
not exceed in length that which he actually 
spent on Salisbury Crags upon the morning 
which succeeded the execution done upon 
Forteous by the rioters. For this delay he 
had his own motives. He wished to collect 
his thoughts^ strangely agitated as they 
were, first by the melancholy news of EfBe 
Deans's situation) and afterwards by the 
frightful scene which he had witnessed. In 
the situation also in which he stood with 
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respect to Jeanie and her father^ some cere- 
mony^ at least some choice of fitting time 
and season, \^as necessary to wait upon 
them. Eight in the morning was then the 
ordinary hour for breakfast, and he resol- 
ved that it should arrive before he made 
his appearance in their cottage. 

Never did hours pass so .heavily. Butler 
shifted his place, and enlarged his circle to 
while away the time, and heard the huge 
bell of St Giles's toll each successive hour in 
swelling tones, which were instantly attest* 
ed by those of the other steeples in succes* 
sion. He had heard seven struck in this man* 
ner, when he began to think he might ven- 
ture to j^pproach nearer to St Leonard's, from 
9i^hich he was sttU a mile distant. Accord- 
ingly he descended from his lofty station as 
low as the bottom of the valley which di- 
vides Salisbury Crags from those small rocks 
which take their name from Saint Leonard. 
It is, as many of my readers may know, a 
deep, wild, grassy valley, scattered with 
huge rocks and fragments which have de« 
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9cended from the cliffs and steep Bscect to. 
the east. 

This sequestered dell, as well as otlier 
places of the open pasturage of the King's 
Fark» was, about this timei often the resort 
of the gallants of the time who had affairs of 
honour to discuss with the sword. Duels 
were then very common in Scotland^ for the 
gentry wae at once idle^ haughty, fierce^ 
and addicted to intemperance, so that there 
lacked neither provocation, nor inclination 
to resent it when given ; and the sword, 
which was pacit of every gentleman's dress^ 
was the only weapon tised for the decision 
(^ SQch differences. When, tlierefore, .But* 
ler dbsfexved a yuivasgmsai^ -skulking, appa- 
rently Ito avoid obserisation, among the 
scattered rocks at some distance from the 
footpath, he wias naturally led to suppose 
that he had sought this lonely spot upon that 
evil errand* He was so rstrongly impressed ' 
with this, that, notwithstanding his own dis^ 
tress of mind, he could not, according to 
his sense of duty as a clergyman, {»iss this 
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person without speaking to him. There 
are timesi thought he to himself when the 
sHghtest interference may avert a great 
calamity-^when a word spoken in season 
may do more for prevention than the elo- 
quence of Tally could do for remedying 
evil— And for my own griefs, be they as 
they may, I shall feel them the lighter, if 
they divert me not from the prosecution of 
my duty. 

Thus thinking and feeling, he quitted 
the ordinary path, and advanced nearer 
the abject h^ had noticed. The man at 
first directed Ms course toward the hill, in 
Order^ ai^ it appeared, to avoid him ; but 
when he saw that Butler seemed disposed 
to follow him^ he adjusted his hat fiercely, 
turned round, and came forward,, as if to 
meet and defy scrutiny* v 

Butler hdd an opportunity of accurately 
studying hil^ features as they advanced 43low- 
ly to meet each o<^er. The stranger seem-^ 
ed about twenty-five years old. His dress 
was o£ a kind which could hardly be said. 

N 3 
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to indicate his rank with certainty, for it 
was siich as young gentlemen sometimes 
wore while on active exercise in the morn* 
ing, and which, therefore, was imitatejd by . 
those of the inferior ranks, as young clerks 
and tradesmen, because its cheapness ren- 
dered it attainable, while it approached 
mote nearly to the apparel of youths of 
fashion than any other which the manners 
of the times permitted them to wear. If 
his air and manner could be trusted, how- 
ever, this person 3e:emed rather to be dress- 
ed under than above his rank ; for his car- 
riage was bold and somewhat supercilious, 
his step easy and free, his manner daring 
and unconstrained. His stature was of the 
middle size, or rather above it, his limbs 
well-proportioned, yet not so stroqg as to 
infer the reproach of clumsiness. His fea- 
tures were uncommonly handsome, and all 
about him would have been interesting and 
prepossessing^ but for that indescribable 
expression which habitual dissipation gives 
to the countenance, joined with a certain 
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audacity, in voice and manner, of that kind 
which is often assumed as a mask for con- 
fusion and apprehension. 

Butler and the stranger met — ^surveyed 
eaph other — ^when, as the latter^ slightly 
touching his hat, was about to pass by him, 
Butler, while he returned the salutation^ 
Qb3erved, ** A fine morning, sir— You are 
on the hill early." 

" I have business here,'* said the young 
man, in a tone meant to repress further en* 
quiry. 

•* I do not doubt it, sir,** said Butler. 
<< I trust you will forgive my hoping that 
it is of a lawful kind r 
• " Sir," said the other, with marked sur- 
prise, " I never forgive impertinence, nor 
can I conceive what title you have to hope 
any thing about what no way concerns 
you." 

^< I am a soldier, sir," said Butler, *^ and 
have a charge to arrest evil-doers in the 
name of my Master." 

** A soldier ?" said the young man, step* 
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ping back, and fieceely lajdng his hand oli 
his sword~*<< A soldier, and arrest me ? Did 
you reckon what your life was worll) be* 
fore you took* the commission upon you ?" . 

** You mistake me, sir,'* said Bntlep 
gravely ; ** neither my warfare nor my war- 
rant are of this world — I. am a preacher of 
the gospel, and have pow^r, in- my Master^ 
name, to command the peace upon eartb 
and good will towards men, which was pro- 
claimed with the gospel.** 

" A minister 1** said the stranger, carer 
lessly, and with an exj^ression approaching 
to scorn. ** I kxiow the gentlemen of your 
cloth in Scotland claim a strange ri^ht of 
intermeddling with men's private affairs. 
But I have been abroad<, and know better 
than to be priest-ridden.'* 

' " Sir, if it be.true that any of my cloth,, 
or, it might be more decently said, of my. 
calling, interiere with men's privat!e affairs^ 
for the gratification either of idle curiosity, 
or for worse motives, you cannot have* 
learnecl a better lesson abroad tl^n to con^ 

2 



temn such- practices. But^ in my Master's 
work, I am called to be busy in season and 
out of seasbUy and^ conscious as I am of a 
pure motive, it were better for me to incur 
your contempt for speakings than the cor- 
rection of my own conscience for being si« 
lent/* 

•* In the name of the devil,'* said the^ 
joung man impatiently, << say what you 
have to say» then ^ though whom you take 
me for, or what earthly concern you can 
have with me^ a stranger to you, or with 
my Hctiofls and motiv-es, of which you can 
know nothings I cannot conjecture for an- 
instant.'* 

*« You are about,"* said Butler, « to vio-^ 
late one of your country's wisest la W8-~you 
are about, which is much more dreadful, 
to violate a law, which God himself haa 
implanted withia our nature, and written, 
as it were, in the table of our hearts, to^ 
which every thrill of our nerves is responw 



9ive.*^ 



*^ And what is the law you speak q&^ 
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said the stranger, in a hollow and some- 
"what disturbed accent. 

^< Thou shalt do no MuaPEEi" said But- 
ler, with a deep and solemn voice* 

The young man visibly started, and look- 
ed considerably appalled. Butler perceived 
he had made a favourable impression, and 
resolved to follow it up. " Think,'' he 
said, <^ young man,"- laying his hand kiod^ 
ly upon the stranger's shoulder, ^' what an 
awful alternative you voluntarily chuse for 
yourself, to kill or be killed. Think what 
it is, to rush uncalled into the presence of 
an cHfifended Deity, your heart fermenting 
with evil passions, your hand hot from the 
steel you had been urging, with your best 
skill and malice, against the breast of a 
felloW'Creature. Or, suppose yourself the 
scarce less wretched survivor, with the guilt 
of Cain^ the first murderer, in your heart, 
witbhis stamp upon your broww-t^iat stamp, 
which struck all who gazed on him with 
unutterable horror, and by which the mur- 
derer is made manifest to all who look 
upon him. Think 
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The stranger gradually \i^ithdrew himself 
from under the hand of his monitor ; and^ 
pulling his hat over his brows, thus inter- 
rupted him. <* Your meaning, sir, I dare 
say, is excellent, but you are throwing your 
advice away. I am not in this place with 
violent intentions against any one. I may 
be bad enough— *you priests say all men are 
ao— -but I am here for the purpose of saving 
life, not of taking it away. If you wish to 
spend your time rather in doing a good ac- 
l^ion than iii talking about you know not 
what, I will give you an opportunity. Do 
you see yonder crag to the right, over which 
appears the chimney of a lone house I Go 
thither, enquire for one Jeanie Deans, the 
daughter of the goodman; let her know 
that he she wots of remained here from 
day-break till this hour, expecting to see 
her, and that he can abide no longer. Tell 
her, she must meet me at the Hunter's 
Bog to-night, as the moon rises, behind St 
Anthony's Hill, or that she will make a des- 
perate man of me." 



asD 
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** Who, or what are you," rqplied Batler, 
sxceedingly and mosrt uopleai^ntly surpru 
sed, <<wbo eharge me with sucli an er^ 
land ?*' 

<< I am the devil I^-^^T^aisswered the 
yoiiog man hastily. 

Butler, stepped instinctively back, and 
commended himself internally to Heaven^ 
for, though a wise and strong*minded man,. 
he was neither wiser nor more strong-mind^- 
ed than those of his age and education, with 
whom, to disbelieve witdicraft or spectres, 
was held ah undetiiable^ proof of atheismi . 

'fhe stranger went on without observing 
hk emotioi). ** Yes, call me ApoUyon^. 
Abaddon, whatever name you shall chuse, 
as a clergyman acquainted with the upper 
and Jower circles of spiritual denomination, 
to call me by, you shall liot find an appeU 
lation* more odious to him that bears it,, 
than is mine own/* 

This sentence was spoken with the bit* 
temess of self-upbraiding, and a contortioo^ 
of visage absolutely demoniacal Butler». 
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^Dugh a stout-bearted man^ was overawed ; 
fer intensity of tnental distress has in it a 
sort of sublimity wliich repels and ovsers- 
awes all men, but especially those of kind 
and sympathetic dispositions. The stranget 
turned abruptly from Butler as he spoke; 
but instantly returned, and, coming up to 
him closely and boldly, said, in a fierce de« 
termined tone, ^* I have told you who and 
what I am — ^who, and what are you ? What 
is your name ?" 

♦* Butler," answered the person to whom 
this abrupt question was addressed, surpri-^ 
sed into answering it by the sadden and 
fierce manner of the querist^^** Reubeit 
Bu^er, a preacher of the gospel." 

At this answer the stranger again plucked 
more deep over his brows the hat which he 
had thrown back in his former agitation), 
** Batler !** he repeated, — ^the assistant of 
the schoolmaster at Libberton ?" 

" The same,'* answered Butler compos* 
sedly, ' 
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The stranger covered his face with his 
bandy as if on sudden reflection, and then 
turned away, but stopped when he had 
walked a few paces ; and seeing'Butler fol- 
low him with his eyes, called out in a stem 
yet suppressed tone, j ust as if he had exact* 
ly calculated that his accents should not be 
ht^rd a yard beyond the spot on which But- 
ler stood. «* Go your way, and do mine er» 
rand. Do not look after me. I will neither 
descend through the bowels of these rocks, 
nor vanish in a flash of fire ; and yet the 
eye that seeks to trace my motions shall 
have reason to curse it was ever shrouded 
by eyeJid or eye-lash. Begone, and look 
not behind you. Tell Jeanie Deans, that 
when the moon rises I shall expect to meet 
her at Nicol Muschat's Cairn, beneath Saint 
Anthony's Chapel/* 

As he uttered these words, he turned and 
took the road against the hill, with a haste 
that seemed as peremptory as his tone of 
authority. 
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Dreading he knew not what of additronal 
misery to a lot which seemed little capable 
of receiving augmentation, and desperate afc 
the idea that any living man should dare to 
send so extraordinary a request, couched 
in terms so peremptory, to the half*betroth<« 
ed object of his early and only affection, 
Butler strode hastily toward the cottage, in 
order to ascertain how far this daring and 
rude gallant was actually entitled to press 
on Jeanie Deans^ a request which no pru<' 
dent, and Scarce any modest young woman 
was likely to comply with* 
. Butler was by nature neither jealous nor 
superstitious ; yet the feelings which lead 
to those moods of the mind were rooted in 
his heart, as a portion derived from the com- 
mon stock of humanity. It was maddening 
to think that a profligate gallant, such as the 
manner and tone of the stranger evinced 
him to be, should have it in his power to 
command forth his future bride and plight* 
ed true love, at a place so improper, and an 
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hour so uaseaeonable* Ykt the t0se Jn^ 
which the stranger spoke had ndthitig aS 
ike soft hai^f.hireathed voice proper to ^tiie 
seducer who solicits an assignation ; it ws^ 
bold, fierce^ and imperative, and bad less of 
love in it than of menace and intimidation^ 

■4 A 

The su^estions of soperstiiioii seemed 
iiK)re plausible, faird Butler's mind been very 
accei^ible to tbeoi. ^* Was this indeed the 
Roaring Lion, who goeth about seeking 
whom heniay devoir?" This was a ques^ 
tion whtidi pressed itself on Butler'^ mind 
with an earnestness that cannot be concei* 
red by those who live in the present day. 
The fieiy ey^ the abrupt ^iemeahour, tiie 
Decasionaliy harsh, yet studioasly subdued 
tone o£ voic«,-r-l?he features, whose perfect 
beauty was now clouded with pride, nowc 
disturbed by suspicion, now inflamed witll 
pas»ion!<^-^ose dark hazel eyes which he 
sometin^s <sbaded with bis cap; as if he ymee 
averse io hare tbem seen white they vmie 
occupied with keenty observing the motimui, 
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^WMi beairing of oth^ers-^tiiDse eyes that were 
now turbid with melaacholy, now gleaming 
with scorn, and now sparkling with fury 
—was it the passions of a mere mortal they 
espressed^. or the emotions erf* a fiend, who 
9&sk^ and seeks in vaini^ to conceal his 
fietodisk designs under the borrowed mask 
of macily beauty ? The whole partook 
oC the mienv language^ and port of the 
archangel} and, imperfectly a^ wje have 
beoa able to describe it/ the effect of the 
interview upon^ Butler's nerves^ shaken asr 
tbQy wece at the time by the horrors of the* 
preceding night; were greater than his un* 
d^tftuding warranted, or his pride caned 
to subo^it tou . The very place where, he 
bi^d met this singular person was deaecra^ 
ted, as it wBce, and unhallowed, owing ta 
mi^ny violent deaths, bothr in duels and by 
auidd^ which had in former times taken 
• pllLce ^ere ; ^d the place which, he had 
O^ajnedaa.a rendezvous at so late an bour^ 
was;held:in:gen€»^al to be accursed^ from a 
fj^ight^ul and aruel murder which had; beeu 
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there committed by the ivretch from whom 
the place took its name, upon the person of 
his own wife. It was in such places, accord- 
ing to the belief of that period (when the 
laws against witchcraft were still in fresh 
observance, and had even lately been acted 
upon), that evil spirits had power to make 
themselves visible to human eyes, and to prac« 
tise upon the feelings and senses of mankind. 
Suspicions, founded on such circumstances^ 
rushed on Butler's mind, unprepared as it 
was^ by any previous course of reasoning, to 
deny that which all of his time, country^ 
and profession, believed ; but common 
sense rejected these vain ideas as inconsist- 
ent, if not with possibility, at least with the 
general rules by which the universe is go^ 
vemed,-— a deviation from which, as Butler 
well argued with himself, ought not to be 
admitted as probable upon any but the plain- 
est and most incontrovertible evidence. An 
earthly lover, however, or a young man, 
who, from whatever cause, had the right 
of exercising such summary and unceremd- 

9 
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nious authority over the object of his long- 
settled, and apparently sincerely returned 
aflfection, was an ol^ect scarce less appal- 
ling to his mind, than those which supersti- 
tion suggested. 

His limbs exhausted with fatigue, his 
mind harassed with anxiety, and with pain-i 
ful doubts and recollections, Butler drag- 
ged himself up the ascent from the valley 
to Saint Leonard's Crags, and presented 
himself at the door of Deans's habitation, 
with feelings much akin to the miserable 
reflections and fears of its inhabitants. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Then die stretched oBt her Uly bandi 

And for to do ber best ; 
" Hae back thy failh and troth, Willie, 

God gi'e thy soiSl good rest.*' 

Old BaUad. 

" Come in," answered the lowaad sweet* 
toned voice he loved best to hear, as But- 
ler tapped at the door of the cottage- He 
lifted the latch, and found himself under 
the roof of affliction. Jeanie was unable 
to trust herself with more than one glance 
toward Jier lover, whom she now met un- 
der circumstances so agonizing to her feel- 
inge 1 at the same time so humbling to 
her honest pride. It is well known, that 
much, both of what is good and bad in the 
Scottish national character, arises out of the 
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intioiacy of their family connections. ** To 
be come of honest folki'' that is, of people 
who have borne a fair and unstained charac- 
ter, is ^.advantage aahighly prissed amongst 
the lower iSceich» as.tfae emphatic counter- 
part, ^' to be of a igood femily/' is valued 
;lmong their gentry. The worth and resfjeoti* 
ability of one member oif a peasant's fanii- 
-ly is iJways accoimted by themselves Bixd 
otheiB^ AOt only a \matter of honest pride, 
biit a guarantee for thecgood Conduct of the 
whole. On the contrary, such a melan^ 
choly. stain ius wate now flung on one of the 
i2faildren of Deans, extended its di£|grace to 
all cojanected witb him, and Jeanii^ felt her* 
wif lowered at once^ in her own eyes, and 
in those of her lover. It was in Vain that 
efae repressed this feeling, as far subordi- 
nate and too selfish to be mingled with her 
fiorcow for her sister^s calamity. Nature 
prevailed ; and wbile she ;shed tears for her 
sister's distress and danger, there teingled 
with them hitter drops of :grief &r ber own 
degradation^ 

VOJi. I. N ^ 



^90 TALES OP MY LANDLOR0. 

As Butler entered » the old man was seat- 
ed by the fire with his well-worn pocket 
Bible in his hands, the companion of the 
wanderings and dangers of his youth, and 
bequeathed to him on the scaffold by one 
of those, who, in the year 1686, sealed their 
Bnthusiastic principles with their blood* 
The siin sent its rays through a smaH win- 
dow at the old man's back, and, ^* shining 
motty through the reek," to use the expres- 
sion of a bard of that time and country, il- 
lumined the grey hsurs of the ^old man; 
and the sacred page which he studied. His 
features, far from handsome, and rather 
harsh and severe, from their expression of 
habitual gravity and contempt for earthly 
things, had an expression of stoical dignity 
amidst their sternness. He boasted, in na 
Small degree, the attributes which Soi^they 
ascribes to the ancient Scandinavians, whom 
he terms *^ firm to resolve, and stubborn tp 
^dure/' The whole formed a picture, of 
which the lights might have been given by 
Eembrandt^ but the outline would have re<- 
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<}uired the force aiid vigour of Michael 
Angelo. 

Deans lifted his eye as Butler entered; 
and instantly withdrew it, as from an object 
which gave him at once surprise and sud- 
den pain* He had assumed such high 
ground with this carnal- witted scholar, as 
he had in his pride termed Butler, that to 
meet him of all men, under feelings of htN> 
miliation, aggravated his misfortune, and 
was a consummation like that of the dying 
chief in the old ballad—" Earl Petcy sees 
my fall/' 

• Deans raised the Bible with his left hand, 
so as partly to screen his face, and putting 
back his right as fsKr as he could, held it 
towards Butler in that position, at the same 
time turning his body from him> as if to 
prevent his seeing the working of his coun- 
tenance. Butler clasped the extended hand 
which had supported his orphan infancy, 
wept over it, and in vain endeavoured to 
say more than the words,— <« God comfort 
you— God comfort you 1'* 
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* " He will— te doth, ipy friend,** Mid 
Deans, assuming firmness as he discovered 
the agitation of his gu^st ; ^ he doth now, 
and he will yejt more, in his own gude tiohe* 
I have b^en ower proud of my sufieringd in 
a gude causey Reuben, and now I am to be 
tried with those whilk wiU turn my pride and 
glory into a reproach and a hissing. How 
muckle better I faae thought mysell than 
them that lay saft, f^d sweet, and drank 
deep, when I was in the moss^haggs and 
moorsf wi* precious Donald Cameron, and 
worthy Mr Blackadder, called Guei^s-again ; 
and how proiid 1 wa^ o^ being made a spec- 
tacle to men. and atigels, having stood on 
their pillory at the Canongate afore I was 
fifteen years old, for the cause of a nationad 
covenant. To think, Reuben, that I, wha 
hae been 9ae honoured and exalted in my 
youth, nay, when I was but a hafflins cat- 
lant, and that hae borne testimony again 
the defections o' the times yearly, monthly^ 
daily, bourly, minutely, striving and testify- 
ing with uplifted hand :and -voice, crying 
aloud, and sparing not, against all great 
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oiuitioiiftl. snaresTy as the natioiuwasting and 
church^aiokiAg abomtaation tif union, tole- 
xation^ and patronage, imposed by the last 
woman of that unhftppy race of Stuarts i 
^so against the infringements and inva- 
akms of the just powers of eldership, where- 
anent I uttered my paper, called a < Cry of 
an Howl in the Desari/ printed at the Boat* 
farads and sold by all flying stationers in 
and country— and now"'- 



Here he paused. It may wdl be suppo- 
sed that Butleri though not absolutely coin* 
aiding in aH the good (ddoiao'sddeas about 
church, government, bad too mucl\ consi- 
deratton and humanity to lalierrupt. him; 
while he reekoned up with :a>s8G]k>ufi pride 
Iii9:$ufienng9,;and the constancy oi'his tes* 
timony* Oo the; contrary, when^.he paused 
under the influence of the bitter recojlect 
iions pf the momient, Butler in^:antly t^rew 
in his mite of encouragemeot. 
• " You have been well knowUi my ;old 
and revered friend, a true and tried. foU 
lower of the Cross $ one wbo^ as Saint Je^ 
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rome hath it, ^per infamiam et bonam Jm^ 
mam .graasari ad immortalktaiem^ which 
may be freely rendered, 'who rusheth on to 
immortal life, through, bad report and good 
report' You have been one of those to 
whom the tender and fearful souls cry ditv 
ring the midnight solitude,—* Watchman,, 
what of the night ?-^— Watchman, what of 
the night ?^— 'And, assuredly,' l&ts. heavy- 
dispensation, as. it ccmies not^ withmit Di<- 
vine permission, so it comes not without 
its special commission and ijse/' ^ 

*> I do receive it as such,''' said' pool* 
Deans, reluming the grasp of Butler's 
band, *' and^ if I have not been taught to 
read the Scripture in any other tongue but 
my native Scottish, (even in his distress 
Butler's Latin quotation bad not escaped 
his notice,) I have, nevertheless, so learn*, 
cd them, that I trust to bear even this 
erook in my lot with submission. But O, 
Reuben Butler, the kirk, of whilk, though 
unworthy, I have yet been thought a po^ 
lilted shaft, and meet to be a pillar, hdd« 
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uig, firam my youth upward, the place. o£ 
ruling elderf— what will the lightsome and 
pixifaae think, of the guide that cannot 
keep his own fiunily from stumbling ? How 
will they take up their song and their re- 
fWfLchp when they see .that the children of 
professors are liable. to as foul back.sliding 
as the off^uring of Belial !. But I will bear 
my cross with the 6omfort| that whatever 
sihewed like goodnessf in me or mine^ wasf 
but. like the light that shines frae creeping 
insects^^oQ the brae^side, in a dark night — 
it kythes bright to the ee, because all is dark 
around it; but when the morn conCies on the 
gipuntains^. it is but a. puir crawling kail* 
wprm after a'. And sae it shows, wi^ ony. 
sag of human righteousness, or formal law* 
woik, that we may pit round us to cover 
our shame." 

As he pronounced these words, the doo^ 
again opened, and Mr Bartholtne Saddle- 
tr^ entered, his three-pointed hat set far 
back on his head^ with a silk handkerchief 
beneath it, to keep it in that cool position, 
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his goldrbeaded cane ki his ii0fid> ttinfd t&is- 
whole deportment- that of a wealthy A)ttigh*^« 
er, who might^ne day loofe ta have i^Aharer 
ih the magistracy, if aot a^ually tO' hoKP 
the curule chair itself. 
"Hochtfoucauk, who has torn the will 
horn SQ many foul gangrenes of the ttu- 
matr heart, says^ we €nd something not' 
altogether unpleasant ta us in* the mis-^ 
fortunes of our best friends. Mr* ISlddle- 
tree would have been^ i^rjr angry had! 
any one told him that he felt Measure 

• 

in the disaster of poor Effie Deans, and ^ 
the disgrace of her family j and yet tttere* 
is great question whether the gratiffca-- 
tion of playing the person of importance' 
rnquiring, investigating, and laying- down 
the law on the whole affitir^ dkl not oflbr/ 
to say the least, full consolation for the pain 
which pure sympathy gave him on account 
of his wife's kinswoman. He had now got 
a piece of real judicial business by the end, 
instead of being obliged, as was his common 
case, to intrude his opinion where it was nei- 



ther Wished nwivanted ; and felt as happy in 
the ex«bimge as a boy when he gets his first 
iies^w«tch» which aetually goesh when wound 
up, and has real hands and a true dial- plate. 
But besides this rabject fot legal disquisition', 
Bartfaptine'^bfatnsiwerealso overloaded with 
the affitk of Porfceous» his violent death, and 
all its probaUe eonsequences to the city and 
ODfBinuQity. It was what the French call 
Pembarras dea rkhesser, the confusion ari- 
ning fmm too. much mental wealth. He 
walked in with a consciousness of double 
importance, full fraught with the superiority 
c^'Oae wha possesses more information than 
1^ eompany into which he enters, and wha 
feels* a' righif to di^arge his learning on 
thoqa withput mercy. ^* Good morning, Mr 
Deans,^"^oodr morrow tayou, Mr Butler, 
--^1 wasiK>t awate* that you was acquainted 
with M^. Deans." 

V Bulked miS^e sa^mB slight answer ; his rea* 
sow ms^y be readily imagined for npt ma« 
king hiMXMP4€iQtion with the iamilyy which^ 
iOih|sQyjS8|« b(idi3omet)]iingof tend^ myste^ 
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ly, a frequent subject of conversation vn^ 
indifferent persons, such as Saddletree. 
' The worthy burgher, in the plenitude of 
self-importance, now sate down upoto a^ 
chair, wiped his brow, collected his breathy 
and made the first experiment of the resok 
ved pith of his lungs, in a deep and digni- 
fied sigh, resembling a groan in sound and 
intonation — " Awfu' times these, neighbour 
Deans, awfu' times." 

<* Sinfu*, shamefu*, heaven-daring tim^s,'*^ 
answered Deans, in a lower and more sub* 
dued tone. 

*« For my part," continued Saddletree, 
swelling with importance, " what between 
the distress of my friends, and my poor 
auld country, ony wit that ever I had may 
be said to have abandoned me, sae that I 
sometimes think myself as ignorant as if i 
were inter rusticos. Here when I arise in 
the moriiing, wi' my mind just arranged 
touching what's to be done in puir Effie^si 
misfortune, and hae gotten the hale statute 
at my finger-ends, Hbe mob maun get up 
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and stdng Jock Porteous to a dyester'5 
be^iHy ' and ding a' thing out of my head 
again." 

V Deeply as he was distressed with his own 
domestic calamity. Deans could not help 
expressing. some interest invthe news. Sad- 
dletree immediately entered on details, of 
the. insurrection and its . consequences,, 
while .Butler took the occasion to seek 
some private conversation with Jeanie. 
Deans. . She gave him the opportunity he 
sought, by leaving the rooin» as if in prose- 
cution of some part of her morning labour. 
Butler followed her in a few minutes, lea« 
ving Deans so closely engaged by his busy 
visitor, .that there was little chance, of his 
observing, their /absence. 
' The scene of their Interview was an outer 
apartment, where Jeanie was used to busy 
heffself in arranging the productions of her 
dairy. When Butler found an opportunity^ 
of stealing after her into this, place, he 
found her silenti dejected, and ready to 
burst into tears. Instead of the active in^ 
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dustily with' wliich<^she had fafi^en aeacmtoioii 
e&f even while ra the act of sp^gJ^ng^ to 
emploj her hands in some useful brancdi of' 
hoaii^hold ^bttskieiS'j ahewnseated listless 
in a c0imetf fmkmi§ ikppaii»ntlyuwdm' the > 
^e%ht of »her dwiiitinmghts. ¥e6idie inw 
slant: he enteredvdf^ (hied < her e^s^ axxd^i 
mtb'idie aiaeipliaita^ und o^miesBi^ her< 
character, snaniediatety eBteredoin the ^oa-^ 
versation. 

^^*< l^amgiadyou bam ceme io^ Mr]&it* 
ler;'' said she, *^forM»for**«ftir 1 wished ^ to 
teil y^ that aU; maum bcr eoded hetnseen 
you ajid ate-^^its bask fos rba^ our* sa^es." 

«* Endied !" sakk fiotler^ innmvpriae ii* Bud' 
for what dftould it b€rieiidaEld<i^ grairt^thts 
is a heavy dispensation^rt^it'iititei^eidser 
8t jEour docnr nor mineM-^it'aan ^^1 of iBrod's 
sending, audit atiaiBi bebome fbcttri^aniw 
break pi^hted troth^^r iEeanie^ n while tdief 
that pHghted Idienr^wotii^iih tobeep it*" 

« But, Retibed^i"^ said vthigs youligj wo* 
ifi^n, lookitig at him^aflactkmiAely^rM i'kea 
wed that yd: think midt o£-iis9%hecn^ your- 












8^; aod^iUiuben, I can^ only in :iieqwte]{ 
thiidc mairf af ji»m weal than <]^4iiy aid.. 
Ye are a iman of H^potk0» name^ iHredi |o 
God's ministry, and a' men say that y6 will 
staoe cky rise high itivthel kktia^ though po« 
vMty keep y e^ do/wti cf^o ' ni[>w# Poverty is: 
a bad' baok-fiicsdf Renben^ 9Pd that ye 
keir ower; weri ; r but itt fame^is ^nf^aur ane»: 
and that la a^ tsitth ye mU soever learn: 
tfaoottgh mymeanrs*'* 

«^ What do ya meaait T- aa^ Biit}e«}^Kgef« 
lyaiid impatiently ; ^ «ff boW{<k» yoa con*^ 
msfc yanr aiateifa guUt, if guilt th^ere be^. 
Whicfa^ 1 trust 10 God) inay «yel be dia«: 
proved^ with our engi^emeitt ?^hQW can 
tbaftiaSeet^yauor me?" r 

^^Howcan you ask me ^tfaat, Mr Sutler ?' 
WiU this ttain^ d'ye thinks ever he forgott 
tea aa lang aa5onuriheads;are ahnna.itbe 
gmndi WMl it:not stick to us^ and tbxnm 
bfldfinvsuid to their i^arjulNuros! baiitnai To 
haecbeeni tbe okikl of aatboaeat mao>^ m^ht 
hae boeo) aayiag something: /for. me and 
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mme; but to be the sister of a^ O^ my^. 

God i'^-^Witfa this exclamation her resolu- 
tion failed, and she burst into a passionate 
fit of tears* 

The lover «sed every dfert to induce' 
her to compose herself, and at length soc- 
ceeded $ but she only resbmed her com|>o^ 
sure to express herself with the same post** 
tiveness as before* ^^-No, Reuben; rilbrhig< 
disgrace hame to nae man's hearth^ my ^ain; 
distresses I can bear/ and I maun bear, but 
there is nae occasion for buckling them ont, 
other folks' shouthers. I will bear, my load, 
alone— «the back is madls for the burthen.^' ^ 

A lover is by charter wayward and siis-^ 
picious ; and Jeanie's readiness to rencnince 
their engagement, under pretence of: zeal 
fyt his peace of mind and respectability of 
cdiaracter, seemed to pow Butler to fimn a 
pcHTt^ntous combination :with the* cbmmia- 
sion of the stranger; he bad net with idiai 
morning. His voice faultdred as. he askad^ 
<< Whether nothing but a.; sense of her m^ 
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ter's present distress occasioned her to talk 

in that manner ?** » 

*' And what else can do sae ?' she replied 

with simplicity. " Is it not ten long years 

since we s^oke together in this way ?" 

** Ten years ?" said Butler. ** It is a long: 
time— sufficient perhaps for a woman to 
weary" 

" To weary of her auld gown," said Jeanie, 
<^ and to* wi^ for a new ane^ if she likes to* 
be -brave, but not long enough to weary of: 
a friend — The eye may wish change, but-, 
the heart never." 

«• Never ?" said Reuben,—" that is a boldr. 
promise." 

^' But not more bauld than true," saidy 
Jeanie, with the same quiet simplicity which- 
attended hec manner in joy and grief, in 
ordinary affairs, and in those which most in-r. 
terested her feelings, 

Butler paused, and, looking at her fixed-^; 
ly«..« I am charged," he said, " with a mes^ 
sage to you, Jeanic." 



'^ ' Indeed I Fcpoi whom ? Or what can 
ony ane have to say to me r* 

^« I( lE^ from a stranger,'' said Bailer, af- 
fitting to^ speak with an indifferaoce which 
his voice belied*-*** A young man whom I 
met this morning in the PaFk/' 

^ My God 1" said Jeanie eagerly } ^ and 
what did he say T' 

^« That be could not see yoa at the hoor 
he proposed, but required yoa riieuid meet 
htm alone at Moscbalfa Cairn this night, so 
sooii as the moon rises." 

«< Tell him," said Jeanie hastily, *^ I shall^ 
certai»ly tome.'' 

<* May I ask," said Butler, his suspicions 
inoeasing at the ready afaiority of the an* 
swerj >^ who this. map is to whom ypii.ase 
so* witting to give the meeting at a pfaice 
and hour so uncommon ?" 

** Folk maun do muekle they, lave Iktle 
wUi to do, in this wodd^'? repiifidi Jeanie, 

^ Granted," stud. her lover ; ^^ but what 
compels you to this f-^who^iathie^persoB ? 

4 



•i-j^j^rba, or what is he ?' . r 

" I do not know," replied^ Jeanie^ crompb>^ 

«» You^ do^ iiot know,^ sftid Batlery sfeqpt^ 
ping impatiently through 1^ apartment^ 
<<7¥mi poj^pose t<>inieet a yDuiig;nian whom 
yen dd not know, at sneh a t^me^ and in a 
fdaoe M> lonely-^you say you arexompeU 
led to' do'tbts^^and yet ybo ^ay yoH dci not 
know the person who^eKevdsefcsuoh an im 
fluence ov>et jett^ !>*^J^ean]ev what am ^ I tot 
think of this 1'^ 

•^ Itiink bnlyy Reuben, that I speak 
tru^ as if I were to amwer at /the. last 
day;-^I do> not^ken ttm man*-^I do nofi 
even ken that ievtr saw inm^ and yet I 
must give hioi the meeting he asks^^thene's^ 
life and death upon it J' - 

.** Will yon not tdl your father, .or.take 
him wi?di you f' saidMButlen 

M f. cannot," said:. Jeanie; ^^ 1 have no 
permismm.^ 
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«* Will ytm 1»t.m0 gonHb ywi ? I i^ 
wait in the Park till lii^tfii]^ and ym you- 
when you set out*" 

<< It is imposdible," said Jeanie } *< them 
suHinna be mortal creature iridiii hearhig 
of our conference." n^ 

*< Have you consider^ w^ the nature 
of vhat yea are going to do ?---the time-^ 
the place^-^au unknown and sui^icious cba« 
racter P^-^^Why , if he had asked to see yoa 
in this housei yonr father, sitting iathe next 
room» and within call^ at mich an hour, you 
should have refused to see him." 

** My weird maun be fulfilled, Mr Butler ; 
my life and my safety are. in God's hands, 
but ril not spare to risk either of them oiv 
the errand I am gaun to do." . 

<^ Then, Jeanie," said Butler^ much did* 
pleased, *^ we must indeed break short off^ 
and bid faiseweU. When there can be no 
confidence betwixt a man and his plighted 
wife on such a momentous topic, it is a 
sign that she has no longer the.regaid fon 
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hini that makes their engagemeait safe- and 
staitable." 

, . Jeanie looked at him and sighed. ^ I 
^tfaoughty" she said, *< that I had brought 
mysdf to bear tbia parting— *but-—but~*I 
did not ktn that we were to part in un- 
kindness. But I am a wdipan and you are 
a Bttn— it may be dtfibrait wi' you*— if your 
mind is made easier by thinking sae hardly 
of me, I would not ask you to think other-^ 
wise*" ' . . , : 

^ You are," said Butler, << what you have 
. alwajf^ be6&«^wiser, better, and less selfiirfi 
in your ii(a£ive feelings, than I can be, witb 
all the hetps j^hilosophy can give to a Christ 
tian.— -But why— why will you pmsevere ix^ 
an undertaking so desperate ? Why will 
you not let me be 3naur asaistant-*-yofir' 
protector, or at least your adviser .?'' 

^^ Just because I cannot, and I dare > 
noti" answered Jeanie.-—*' But hark, whaf s 
that ? Surely my father is no weel ?" 

In. fact, the voices in. the next room be*- 
came obstreperously loud of a sudden, the 



to explain before we go ^rther* 

i Whdir Jeank aad Bstler reticed, Mr 

SaddletteeenteredupOD tbe'bwines^^jtfhieb 

menomilQQt' of ^hexr caii7eMatio& he found* 
old: Dnds^ who^ inhm iin&l tfcate^ mktdt 
^nias iKH'-giaiifer of pfopoiutipii% se-moeh 
siLibdued bj? a^ dieisp^ sense ot haa^daugbter's 
dioigcr Muii disgrace^ tfaat be badfd Jmtiwut 
replying to, or perhaps without understd^di^' 
ing^. laser di: .ti9t)!;'ii3ani£d di^oaitadns'on 
tfafti! wtase a£t tfaei€iiin«' im^^vteGb to^-hes 
etiasge|i;and>dn ttbe^ittefM wliidik^iOii|^ to 
be ffiikea. in /conBeqmeooe* . Bin oiiLyi^an^ 
swer* at;«GKfa!;pmu80^ was, -^ 1 am^ne- mis- 
doubting .th^tLye<wu8s us weel^^yooup wifo^a 
owr: fiMF^ sma^ jeensin/' ^ 

Encottnqa^ by these syiofdoaia <^ ao* 
qpxifflcdnce; iS^ddtetree^^ who, aa an;&iiiateur 
ofithe/l^^.had.a supreme deference for all 
constituted'flttUiodties^ again recurred tohia 
atheriopku)fiaterast»:themardeivnBmeLy^of 
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JP(»teoi]s, and pronounced a severe ceosiofe 
on the psuties ecmcenied. 

*' These are kittle times'**-<4dt(le timeSf 
Mr-Deansr when the .people take the power 
of life and death dut of the hands of the 
rightful magistrate into their ain rough 
grip*. I am of opinion, and so I brieve 
will Mr Crossmyloof and the j^iv^r.-Coun- 
dl, that this rising in ^fbir of war, to take 
away the life of a reprieved man^ will piN>ve 
Sttle better than perdttellion*" 

<^ If I hadna that 0n my mind tfaafs ill 
to bear^ ;Mr.8adi^tree,"< said Dedns, ^ I 
wad inake bold to dispute 4hat point wi^ 
yoii." 

^' How could ye disqpute what's pliin 
law, man 7" said Saddletree, somewhat con^ 
temptuoudlyi; << there's nd a eallant that 
€*er carried a pock wi' a process in^, but 
will tell yon that perduellion is the waisst 
and maist virulent kind of treason, being 
ah open cbnvocating of the king's lieges 
ag^nst.his aiitfaority, (mdr/especially itt 
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arms, and by touk of dmte, to baith whiHt 
accessories my een and lugs bore i;ritness^) 
andmuckle warse than lese-majesty, or the 
epncealment of a treasonable purpose--Jt 
winna bear a dispute, neighbour.'' 
, <^ But it will though/' retorted douce 
Davie Deans ; <^ I tell ye it will bear a dis^ 
pute-~I never like your cauldj legal, for* 
inal doctrines, neighbour Saddletree. I 
lumd unco Uttle by the FaHiament-house, 
since the a\vfu' downfall of the hopes of 
honest folk that followed the Revolution." 
. ** But what wad ye hae had, Mr Deans^? 
satd Saddletree impatiently ;. ^* did na ye get 
baith liberty and conscience made fast, and 
settled by tailzie on you and your hdrs for 
everr 

« Mr Saddletree,'' retorted Deans, « I 
ken ye are one of those that are wise after 
the manner of this world, and that ye baud 
your part, and east in your portion wi' the 
lang*heiids and lang-gowns^ and keep with 
the smart witty*pated lawyersof thisour land 

.5 
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-t-Weary oh the dark and dolefii* cast that 
they hae gi'en thra unhappy kingdom, when 
their black haiuls of defection was clasped in 
thered hands of our sworn murtherers: when 
those who had numbered the towers of our 
Zion, and marked the bulwarks of our re- 
formation, saw their hope turn into a $nare» 
and their rejoicing into weeping.'^ 

<* I canna understand this, neighbour/^ 
answered Saddletree. ^< I am an honest 
presbyteriati of the Kirk of Scotland, and 
stand by her and the General Assfembly^ 
and the due administration of justice by 
the fifteen Lords o' Session and the five 
ILords o* Justiciary/* 

^ Out upon ye, Mr Saddletree!'' ex- 
claimed David, who, in an opportunity of 
giving his testimony on the offences and 
backslidings of the land, forgot for a mo- 
ment his own domestic calamity—** otit 
upon your Greneral AssemUy, and the back 
of my hand to your Court o' Session !-*- 
What is the tane but a waefu' boncb o* 
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«aul(kife profeasors^andmiQisteirs, that sate 
l^i^n and warm when the persecuted rem- 
pant were -warstliBg wi' hungery and cauU, 
imd ^ar qi deaths and duiger of fire and 
nw^tA, upon wet brae-sides^ peat-luiggs, 
jtRc! ^w-ff0SS(W* and that now creep out 
pf their bot^^ like blue^botdes in « blink 
of sunshine) to take the pu'pits and places 
of better folk — o£ themjtbat witnessed, and 
teiitififd^ i^qid fought, jmd endured pit, pri- 
jMW^houpe,. ai^d tranefidrtaticHi beyond seas 
r-A bonny biJOi there's o' them l**And for 

your Coprt p* Session"-- 

<< Ye mi^ sf^y what^ye will o' the Gene* 
ral Assembly/' said Saddletree, interrupt- 
ing hioH << and leathern dear, them that 
U^nsXheta ; but 9/^ ^or the Lords o* Sessicm, 
ferbye that they are my next door neigh- 
bouri^ I would have ye ken, for your ain re« 
gulaticm, that to raise scandal anent theniy 
whilk is termed, to murmur again them> is 
a^dme sm genfrU-^rmi geufiiris^ Mr Deaiia 
^ken ye wbiM; ^^t amounta to ?' 
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<^ I ken little o' the language of ariti- 
ehrist/' said Deans } << and I care less than 
little v^hat carnal courts may call tiie 
speeches of honest inen« And as to mur- 
mur again them, it's vhat a' the folk that 
losses their pleas, and nine-tenths d' them 
that win them, will be gay sure to be guilty 
in. Sae I wad hae ye ken that I haud a' 
your gleg- tongued advocates, that sell their 
knowledge for pieces of silver, and your 
worldly-wise judges, that will gi'e three 
days of hearing in presence to a debate 
about the peeling of an ingan, and no ae 
half-hour to the gospel testimony, as legal- 
ists and formalists, countenancing, by sen- 
tences, and quirks, and cunning terms of 
law, the late begun courses of national de- 
fections—union, tderation, patronages, and 
Yerastian prelatic oaths. As for the soul and 
body-killing Court o' Justiciary" 

The habit of considering his life as de- 
dicated to bear testimony in behalf of what 
he deemed the suffering and deserted cause 

VOL.1. o 
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of true religion, had swept honest Davidl 
along with it thus far i but with the roen^ 
tion of the criminal court, the recoHectioa 
of the disastrous condition of his daughter 
rushed at once on his mind ; he stopped 
dbort in the midst of his triumphant dechu 
mation, pressed his hands against his fore- 
heady and remained silent 

Saddletree was somewhat moved, but 
apparently not so much so as to induce him 
to^relinquish the privilege of prosing in his 
turn, afforded him by David's sudden. si- 
lence. ** Nae doubt, neighbour,'^ he said^ 
^< if s a sair thing to hae to do wi' courts of 
law, unless it be to improve ane's know- 
ledge and practique, by waiting on as a 
hearer; and touching this unhappy affiur 
of Effie-— ye'U hae seen the dittay doubt- 
less?' He draped out of his pocket s 
bundle of papers, and began to turn them 
over. ^* This is no it— this is the infor- 
mation of Mungq Marsport, of that ilk^ 
ai^inst Csptidn I^ackland, for coming on 



/ 
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ibis lands of Marsport with hawks, hounds^ 
I^'ing-clogs, nets, guns, cross-bows, hagbuts 
of found, or other engines more or less for 
destruction of game, sic as red-deer, fallow 
deer, capper-cailzies, grey»fowl, moor-fowl^ 
jpaitricks, herons, and sic like ; he the said 
defender not being ane qualified person in 
terms of the statute sixteen hundred and 
twenty-ane ; tbatfs, not having ane plough* 
gate of land. Now the defences proponed 
gay, that non constat at this present what is 
A plough^gate of land, whilk uncertainty 
in sufficient-to elide the conclusions of the 
libel. But then the answers to the de* 
fences, (they are signed by Mr Crossmj* 
loof, but Mr Younglad drew them,) they 
propone, that it signifies naething, in hoc 
statu, what or how muckle a plough-gate 
of land may be, in respect the defender has 
nae lands whatsoe'er, less or mair, * Sae 
grant a plough^gate'^' (here Saddletree read 
from the paper in his hand,) ^*^ to be less 
than the nineteenth part of a guse's ff»sit 



/ 
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(I trow Mr Crossmyloof put in that — 1 keif 
his style,) — * of a guse's graAS, what the 
better will the defender be, seeing he has- 
na a divot-cast of land in Scotland l^^Ad^ 
tocatus for Lackland duplieSj that vHhU mte-^ 
rest de.passesdane^ the pursuer nfust pot his 
case under the statute' — now, this is worth 
your notice, neighbour, — * and must show, 
formalUer.et ^daUter, ais well as generalu 
' ter^ what is the qualification that defender 
Lackland does not possess— let him tell me 
what a plough.gate of laiid is, and I'll tell 
him if I have one or no. Surely the pur- 
suer is bound to understafid his own libelt 
and his own statute that he founds upon. 
Titius pursues Misvius for recovery of ane 
black horse lent to Msevius — ^surely he shall 
have judgment^ but if Titius pursue Ma^- 
vius for ane scarlet or crimson horse, doubt- 
less he shall be bound to show that there is 
sic ane animal in rerum natura. No man can 
be bound to plead to nonsense^— that is to 
say, to a charge which cannot be expkin^ 
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cd or understood' — (he's wrang there— the 
better the pleadings the fewer understand: 
them,)^— ^ and so the reference unto this un- 
defined and unintelligible measure of land 
is, as if a penalty was inflicted by statute 
for any man who suld hunt or hawk, or lise 
lying-dogs^ without having about him ane' 
B ut I am wearying yon, Mr Deans, 
well pass to yojir ain business, — though* this 
CjEise of Marsport against Lackland has mad^ 
sm unco din in the Outer-house — Weel, 
here's the djttay against puir EfBe : * Where- 
as it i» humbly meant and shown t0 us,' &c; 
(they are words of mei:e style,) * that where, 
by the laws of this and every other wdl- 
regalated realm, the murder of any one^ 
more especially of an in&tit child, is a crime 
of ane high nature, and severely punish- 
abte : And whereas, without prejudice to 
the foresaid generality, it was, by ane act 
made in the second session^ of the First Par- 
liament of our most High' and Dread Sove- 
raigns William and Mary^ especially enact- 
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ed, that ane. woman who shall have co»* 
cealed her conditi<H], and shall not be able 
to show that she hath called for help at the 
birth, in case ihat the child shall be found 
dead or amissing» shall be deemed and held 
guilty of the murder thereof ; and the said 
fkcts of concealment and pr^nancy being 
found proven or confessed^ shall sustain the 
pains of law accordingly; yet, nevertl^* 
less, you Effie, or Euphemia Deans'' ' ■ 

^ Read no farther," said Deans, raising 
his head -up ; <* I would rather ye thrust a 
sword into my heart than read a word &r» 
ther." 

** Weel, neighbour," said Saddletree, ^< I 
thought it wad hae comforted ye to ken 
the best and the warst o't But the ques^ 
tion is, what^s to be dune ?" 
' ** Nothing/^ answered Deans firmly, 
^^ but to abide the dispensation that the 
Lord sees meet to send us. O if it had been 
His will to take the grey head to rest before 
this awful visitation on my house andname! 



THS-HBAET Of UXMLMBlASf. S19 

Biit His will be done. I can say that yet^ 
tiiough I can say Uttle mair.'' 

^< Butf neighbour," said Saddletree, ^* ye'U 
retain advocates for the puir lassie ? it's a 
thing maun needs be thought oV[ 

^* If there was ae man of them," answer- 
ed Deans, ^ that had held fast his integri- 
ty— but I ken them weel, they are a' car* 
naif crafty, and warld*hunting self-seekers, 
Yarastiansy and Arminians, every ane o' 
*hcm/' 

<* Hout tout, neighbour, ye maunna take 
Hie Warld at its word," said Saddletree; 
'^ the very de'il is no sae iU as he's ca'd ; 
and I ken mair than ae advocate that may 
be said to bae sooie integrity as weel as their 
neighbours; that is, after a sort o' fashioa 
o' their ain " 

. << It is indeed but a fashion of integrity 
that ye will find amang them/' replied Da- 
vid Deans, *^ and a fashion of wisdom, and 
fiishion of carnal learning — ^gazing, glan- 
cing-glasses they are, fit only to fling the 
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glaiks in folks een, wi' their pawky pdlky, 
and earthly ingine, their flights and refine- 
ments and periods of eloquence, frae hea- 
then emperors and popish canons. They; 
canna, in that daft trash ye were reading 
to me» sae muckle aa ca* men that are sae 
ill-starred as be amang their hands, by ony ' 
name o' the dispensation o' grace, but maun- 
new baptize them by the names of the ac« 
cursed Titus, wJia was made the instrument 
of burning the holy Temple, and other sic 
like heathens/' 

** It's Tishius,*' interrupted Saddletree 
^* and no Titus* Mr Crossmyloof cares a&r 
little about Titus or the Latin learning as 
ye do. — But it's a case of necessity — she 
maun hae counsel. Now I could speak 
to Mr Crossmyloof— -he's weel kenned . for 
a round-spun presbyterian, and a ruling- 
elder to boot." 

<^ He's a rank Yerastian," replied Deans ; 
<' one of the public and polititious warldly- 
wise men that stude up to prevent ane ge« 
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• 

nerfti owning of the cause in thie day of 
pewcr.** ' 

« What say ye to the auld Laird of Cuffi- 
bout ?" said Saddletree ; ^ he whiles thumps^ 
the dust out of a case gay and weel.** 

« He ? the fause loon !* answered Deans — < 
<* he was in his bandaliers to hae joined the 
ungracious Highlanders in ITIS, an^ they 
had ever had the luck to cross the Firth/*^ 

*• Weelv Amiston ? there's a clever chield 
for ye/' said Bartholine, triumphantly. 

«* Ay, to bring popish medals in till their 
very library from that schismatic woman: 
in the north, the Dlichess of Gordon.'' 

^ Wed, weel, but somebody ye mauit/ 
hae*— What think ye o' Rittlepunt?* 

<• He's an Arminian/' 

** Woodsetter^'^-J 

^ He's, I doubt, a Cocceian,'*^ 
" Auld Whilliewhaw ?•* 
"•He's ony thing ye like.? 
" Young Naetnmo ?" 
«* He's naething at a'." 

o2l 
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** Ye*re ill to please^ neighbour/* said 
Saddletree ; " I ^ae run ower the pick oi^ 
thiem for ydu» ye maun e'en choose for 
yoursell ; btit bethink ye that in the mul- 
titude of counsellors there's safety.--rWhat 
say ye to try young Maokenyie? he has 
9f his uncle-s practiques at the tongue's 
end.- 

<< What, sir» wad yt speak to me/' ex- 
claimed the sturdy presbyterian in exces- 
sive wrath, ^* about a man du^ has the blood 

» 

of the saints at his fingers' ends ? DidHa his 
eme die and gang to his place wi' the name 
of the Bluidy Mackenyie ? and winna he 
be kenned by that name sae lang as there's 
a Scots tongue to speak the word ? If the 
life of the dear bairn that's under a sn&r- 
ing dispensation, and Jeanie's, and my sm^ 
and a' mankind's, depended on my asking 
sic a slave o' Satan to speak a word for me 
or them, they should a* gae down the water 
thegither for Davie Deans." 
It was the exalted tone in which he spoke 
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this last sentence that broke up the con- 
i^rsation between Butler and Jeanie, and 
brought them both ^ ben the house/' to 
use the language of the country*. Here 
they found the poor old man half frantic, 
between grief, and zealous ire against Sad- 
dletree's proposed measures, hisi cheek in- 
flamed, bis hand clenchedt and his voice 
raised, while the tear in his eye, and the 
occasional quiver of his accents, shewed 
that his utmost efl[brts were inadequate to 
shaking off the consciousness of bis misery. 
BMiletf apprehensive of the consequences 
of his agitation to an aged and feeble frame, 
ventured to utter to hioi a recomqaendation 
to patience. 

**'lam patient,'' returned the old man, 
sternly ,-»-<< more patient than any one who 
is alive to the woeful backslidings of a mi- 
serable time can be patient; and in so 
much, that I need neither sectarians, nov 
sons nor grandsons of sectariansi to in- 
struct my grey hairs how to bear my crosSf^ 

8 
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'< But, sir," continued BuUer, taking no 
ofience at the slur cast on his grandfather's 
faith, << we must use human means* When 
you call in a physician, you would not, I 
suppose, question him on the nature of bis 
religious principles f* 

" Wad I no ?'' answered David— :<* But 
I wad though ; and if he didna satisfy me 
that he had a right sense of the right-hand 
and left-hand defections of the day, not a' 
goutte of his physic shoul4 gang through 
my father's son." 

It is a dangerous thing to trust ta an ii<- 
lustratiouv Butler had done so and miscar- 
ried ; but, like a gallant soldier when his 
musket misses fire, he stood his ground, and 
charged with the bayonet — ^^ This is too 
rigid aninterpretotion of your duty, sir* 
The sun shines, and the rain descends on 
the just and unjust, and they are placed 
together in Ufe in circumstances whicli fre* 
quently render intercourse between them 
indispensible, perhaps that the evil may 



' 
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have an opportunity of being converted 
by the good, and perhaps, also, that the 
righteous might, among other trials, be 
subjected to that of occasional converse 
with the profene/*^ 

•* Ye're a silly callant, Reuben,'* answer- 
ed Deans, ** with your bits of argument. 
Can a man touch pitch and not be defiled T 
Or what think ye of the brave and worthy 
champions^ of the Covenant, that wadna 
8ae muckle as heac a minister speak, be 
hia gifts and gracea as they would, that 
hadna witnessed against the enormities of 
the day ? Nae lawyer shall ever speak for 
me and mine that hasna concurred in the 
testimony of the scattered, yet lovely remi- 
nant,. which, abode in the clifts of the 
rocks." 

So saying, and as if fatigued, both mth 
the arguments and presence of his guests, 
the old man arose, and seeming to bid them 
adieu with a motion of his head and hand, 
went to shut himself up in his sleeping 
apartment* 
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*♦ It's thrawing his daughter's Kfe awa,'* 
said Sudriletree to Butler, «< to bear him 
speak in that daft gate. Where will heaver 
get a Caoieronian advocate i Or wba ever 
heard of a lawyer's suffering either for ae 
religion or another I The las^e^s life is 
clean flung awa*^' 

During the latter fMirt of this ddbate^ 
Pumbiedikes had arrived at the door, disr 
mounted, hung the poney^ lu'idle on ^e 
usual hook, and sunk down oq: his. ordinary 
settle. His eyes, with more than their usual 
animation, followed first one speaker, then 
another, till he caught th^ melancholy sense 
of the whole from Saddletree's last words^ 
He rose from his seat, stumped slowly across 
the room, and, coming close up to. Saddle- 
tree^s ear, said, in a tremulous anxious 
voice, " Will — will siller do qaethiog for 
them, Mr Saddletree ?^* 

^ Umph !" said Saddletree, looking grave, 
— «* siller will certainly do it in the Parlia^ 
liament-house, if cmy thing can do it ; but 
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wluure^s the siller to come frae ? Mr Deans, 
ye see* will do naething ; and though Mrd 
Saddletree's their far-awa friendi and right 
glide weel-wisheft and is weel disposed to 
flissist, yet she wadna like to stand to" be 
bound nngttU in ^cUdum to such an expen- 
sive wark* An' ilka friend wad bear a share 
o' the burthen, something might be dune— « 
ilka an^ to be liable ibr their ain input — I 
wadna like to aee the case fa' through with 
out being pled— ^it wadna be creditable, for 
a' that daft whig body says/*^ 

** rU— .1 will-^yes," (assuming fortitude,} 
<^ I will be answerable,'' said Dumbiedikes, 
^ for a score of punds sterling," — ^and he 
was silent, staring in astonishment at find- 
ing himself capable of such unwanted reso- 
lution and excessive generosity. 

<< God Almighty bless ye. Laird !'' said 
Jeanie in a triansport of gr&titude* 

** Ye may ca' the twenty punds tliretty,** 
said Dumbiedikes, looking bashfully away 
ftom her and towards Saddletree. 
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<< That will do bravely/* said Saddletreef 
rubbing his hands ; ^ and ye sail hae a' my . 
skill and knowledge U> gar the siller gang^ 
fer — I'll tape it out weel^^— I ken how to gari 
the birkies tak short fees, and be glad o*^ 
them too-— it's only garring them trow ye 
hae twa or three cases of importance co* 
mlng on, and they'll work cheap to get cus- 
tom* Let me alane for whillyingan advo- 
cate ; — it*& nae sia to get as muckle frae 
them for our siller as we can— after a*, it^s 
but the wind o' their mouth— it costs them- 
naething i whereas, in my wretched occu- 
pation of a saddler, horse*milliner, andhar^ 
ness-maker, we are out unconscionable sums- 
just for barkened hides and leather.^ 

" Can I be of no use ?** said Butler. 
^< My means, alas ! are only worth the black 
coat I wear ^ but I am young^-Iowe much 
to the family — Can I do nothing ?'' 

" Ye can help to collect evidence, sir,'*^^ 
said Saddletree ; ^* if we could but find ony. 
ane to say she had gi'ea the least hint o?: 

4 
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her condition^ she wad be brought aff ^i' a 
wat finger— Mi: Crossmyloof tellM me sae. 
The crowDy says he, canna be craved to 
prove a positive-*— wasH a positive or a ne- 
gative they eouldna be ca*d to prove ? — it 
was the tane or the tither o' them, I am 
sure, and it maksna muckle matter whilk* 
tHierefore^ says, he, the libel Hiaun be re- 
dargued by the pannel proving her de- 
fences.^ And it canna be done otherwise.'' 

^* But the fact, sir/' argued Butlei:, «* the 
fact that this poor girl has born a child ;. 
surely the crown lawyers must prove that ?* 
said Butler. 

Saddletree paused a moment, while the 
visage of Dambiedikes, which traversed, as 
if it had been placed on a pivot, from the 
one spokesman to the other, assumed a 
more blithe expression. 

" Ye— ye — ye— es," said Saddletree, af- 
ter some grave hesitation; ••unquestion- 
ably that is a thing to be proved, as the 
• Court will more fully declare by an inter* 
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locator of relevancy in common form ; but 
I fancy that job's done akeady, for she baa 
confessed her guilt/' 

<< Confessed the murder?'' exclaimed 
Jeanie^ with a sdream that made them all 
start. 

** N09 I didna say thatt** repBed Bar« 
thoUne. ** But she confessed beating the 
babe.*' 

** And what became of it then P' 'said 
Jeanie f << for not a word could I get from 
ber but bitter sighs and te^rs.'' 

^< She says it was taken away from her 

\>y the woman in whose house it was born, 

« 

an4 who assisted tier f^t the tiine*'* 
^^ And who was that wQiQan f" said Put- 

Icr. " Surely by her means the truth 

Hiight be discQvered.-^Who was she? I 

will fly to her directly/' 

" 1 wish," said Qumbiedil^es, *^ I were 

as young and as supple as you, and had 

the gift of the gab as weel/' 
<* Who is she ?" again reiterated Bader 
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impatiently,— *<* Who could that woman 

' <^ Ay, wha kens that but hersell/' said 
Saddletree ; << she deponed further, and 
declined to answer that interrogatory, 

** Then to herself will I instantly go, 
said Butler ; << farewell, Jeanie ;'* then co- 
ming close up to her.-~<* Take no niA& 
Heps till you h&ar &om me. £Virewell/' 
and he immediately left the cottage. 

^* I wad gang too,^' said the landed pro- 
piietor, in an anxious, jealous^ and repining 
tone, <^ but my powney winna for the life 
o' me gang ony other road than just frae 
Dtynbiedikes to this house-eodii ^nd s^q 
straight back again.^* 

«< Yell do better for them/' said Saddle- 
tree, as they left the house together, ^< b^ 
sending me the thretty punds.'^ 

*' Thretty punds ?*' hesitated Dumbie- 
dikes, who was now out of the reach of 
those eyes which had inflamed his genero- 
sity ( ^ I only said twentjf punds 



>t 
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•* Ay } but," said Saddletree, " that was 
under protestation to add and eik^ and so 
ye craved leave to amend your libel, and 
made it thr45tty." 

" Did I ? I diniia mind< that I did,** aih. 
swered Dumbiedikes. ^^ But whatever I 
said I'll stand to/* Then bestriding his 
steed with some difficulty, he added, ** Diii- 
na ye think poor Jeanie's een w? the tear» 
in them glanced like lamour beads, Me 
Saddletree?'* 

<< I kenna muckle about women's een, 
laird," replied the insensible Bartholi|ie; 
" and I care just as little. I wuss I were 
as weel free o' their tongues ; though /ew 
wives," he added, recollecting the necessity 
of keeping up his* character for domestic 
rukf ^< are under better command than 
mine, Laird; I allow neither perdueUion 
nor lasse-maj^sty against my sovereign au- 
thority." 

The Laifid saw nothing so important in 
this observation as^ to call for a rejoinder^ 
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and when they had exchanged a mute sa- 
lutation, they parted in peace upon their 
(iiSerent errands. 
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